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PREFACE.       ^  <£ 


Ecclesiastical,  next  to  Sacred  History-,  is  certainly  the 
most  useful  and  the  best  calculated  to  inspire  youth  witli' 
a  love  and  respect  for  Religion.  What  can  be  more  in- ( 
structive  and  edifying,  than  the  history  of  the  rise,  pro- 
gress, and  wondrous  duration  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ?  The  mind  is"  elevated  and  the  heart  consoled 
in  beholding  the  combats  and  victories  of  the  Church 
throughout  every  age :  always  attacked  and  yet  always  tri- 
umphant. She  has  triumphed  over  persecution  by  the  pa- 
tience and  courage  of  her  martyrs  ;  over  schism  and  here- 
sy, by  the  learning  and  humility  of  her  Doctors ;  overscan- 
die  and  vice,  by  her  virtues  and  heroic  actions  of  myriads  of 
her  children ;  in  a  word  over  the  impiety  of  incredulity 
in  the  present  age,  by  that  heavenly  aid  which  her  Founder 
and  invisible  Head  has  promised  her  until  the  consumma- 
tion of  ages.  It  is  not  only  proper  but  even  necessary  that 
the  youth  of  the  present  day,  should  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  daily  attacks  of  heresy  and  infidelity.  The  striking 
resemblance  between  the  ancient  and  modern  enemies  of 
the  church  should  be  pointed  out  to  them,  in  order  that 
they  may  see,  in  the  fate  of  the  former,  what  shall  be  the 
fate  of  the  latter.  The  various  events  will  themselves 
teach  a  useful  lesson  :  they  will  prove  that  the  God  who 
founded  this  church,  has  never  ceased  to  protect  her,  and 
that  if  in  her  infancy,  he  sustained  her  against  the  efforts 
of  the  powers  of  the  earth,  united  to  destroy  her,  he  can 
at  any  moment  raise  up  devoted  and  powerful  defenders  : 
clothe  them  with  wisdom  and  power  and  fill  them  with 
great  and  noble  views  for  the  glory  and  utility  of  Religion. 


ECCLESIASTICAL 

HISTORY. 


-:o:- 


FIRST  EPOCH— EMBRACING  312  YEARS,  EROM 
THE  BIRTH  OP  JeSUS  ChRIST,  IN  THE  YEAR 
OF  THE  WORLD  4004,  TO  THE  CONVERSION  OF 
CONSTANTINE,  IN  THE  YEAR    312    AFTER  J.    C. 

Question.  What  are  the  principal  facts  in  the 
history  of  the  birth  and  private  life  of  our  Sa- 
viour, Jesus  Christ? 

Answer.  For  four  thousand  years  the  people 
of  God  had  expected  the  Messiah,  who  was 
promised  to  the  world,  and  whose  coming  had 
been  foretold  by  the  prophets,  when  at  last  the 
glorious  day  arrived,  on  which  the  Lord  began 
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the  great  work  of  the  Redemption  and  Sanctifica- 
tion  of  the  human  race ;  for  He  had  determined 
to  do  away  with  the  law  of  Moses  by  establish- 
ing a  more  perfect  law,  and,  in  place  of  the  Jew- 
ish people,  to  set  up  a  society  more  holy  and  more 
faithful. 

Under  the  reign  of  Augustus,  emperor  of  the 
Romans,  and  whilst  Herod  was  king  of  the  Jews, 
the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  unto  Mary,  the  most 
pure  and  holy  of  all  creatures,  in  order  to  obtain 
her  consent  to  become  the  Mother  of  God,  and, 
she  having  consented  thereto,  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, the  Son  of  God  was  born  near  the  little 
town  of  Bethlehem,  in  a  stable,  where  certain 
shepherds,  directed  by  angels,  came  to  worship  him. 
When  eight  days  old  he  was  circumcised,  and  at 
the  same  time  received  the  adorable  name  of  Jesus. 
Besides  the  shepherds  spoken  of  above,  certain 
wise  men,  called  Magi,  following  a  miraculous 
Star  that  went  before  them,  came  from  the  East, 
also  to  adore  the  Son  of  God,  to  whom  they  made 
an  offering  of  the  gifts  they  had  brought,  which 
were  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh. 

Forty  days  after  his  birth,  Mary,  according  to 
a  custom  of  the  Jews,  presented  her  divine  infant 
in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  shortly  after- 
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wards,  being  admonished  by  an  angel,  she  passed 
over  into  Egypt  with  the  child,  because  Herod, 
out  of  jealously  at  hearing  them  talk  of  a  new 
born  king,  had  commanded  that  all  the  male  chil- 
dren in  Bethlehem,  and  thereabouts,  should  be 
put  to  death.  Mary,  and  her  husband  Joseph, 
and  the  infant  Jesus,  remained  in  Egypt  until 
king  Herod  died,  and  then,  being  no  longer  afraid 
of  his  cruel  orders,  they  returned,  and  made  their 
home  at  Nazareth,  in  Galilee. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  Jesus  went  with  his 
parents  to  Jerusalem,  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  the 
Pasch,  or  Passover ;  there  his  parents  lost  him, 
but  after  three  days  of  great  distress  at  his  ab- 
sence, they  found  him  in  the  temple,  sitting  among 
the  doctors,  hearing  them,  and  asking  them  ques- 
tions. Returning  with  his  parents  to  Nazareth, 
Jesus  there  continued  to  reside,  and,  with  Joseph, 
carried  on  the  trade  of  an  humble  carpenter. 
How  wonderful  that  thus  God  himself,  under  a 
human  form,  should  dwell  amongst  his  people, 
and  even  place  himself  under  the  control  of  his 
own  creatures ! 

Ques.  What  does  the  Gospel"  teach  us  of  the 
public  life  of  Jesus  Ch  rist  ? 
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Ans.  The  Saviour  of  the  world  had  passed 
about  thirty  years  of  his  life  in  labor  and  obscu- 
rity, when  John,  the  Baptist,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jordan,  began  the  preaching  of  baptism  for  the 
remission  of  sins.  The  Son  of  God,  not  ashamed 
to  be  seen  with  the  crowd  of  sinners  who  sought 
to  be  baptised,  came  also  to  receive  this  baptism, 
after  which  having  fasted  forty  days,  he  com- 
menced the  labors  of  his  public  life.  His  first 
miracle  at  the  wedding  of  Cana,  gained  him  some 
disciples,  from  amongst  whom  he  selected  the 
twelve  Apostles.  With  these  he  went  about  the 
towns  and  country  of  Judea  preaching  a  doctrine 
infinitely  holy,  and  every  where  doing  good  by 
the  effects  of  his  miracles.  To  the  blind  he  re- 
stores sight, — to  the  deaf,  hearing, — he  causes 
the  lame  to  walk,  and  raises  the  dead  to  life  ; 
with  a  single  word  he  calms  the  tempest,  casts 
out  demons,  and  twice,  with  a  few  small  loaves 
he  feeds  many  thousand  people. 

But  still,  all  these  good  actions  and  miracles 
were  treated  only  with  ingratitude  and  unbelief. 
The  Jewish  priests,  the  doctors  of  the  law,  and 
the  Pharisees,  whose  deceitfulness  he  exposed, 
joined  themselves  together  against  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.     More  than  once  they  attempted  to 
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destroy  him,  but  this  they  could  not  do,  for  the 
time  for  him  to  die  had  not  yet  come.  The  nearer 
that  hour  approached,  the  more  dearly  did  Jesus 
foretell  to  his  Apostles  what  he  was  going  to 
suffer,  and  explain  to  them  all  the  circumstances 
of  his  passion.  At  last,  after  preaching  for  three 
years  and  a  half,  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus, 
which  Jesus  wrought  in  the  sight  of  his  enemies, 
instead  of  converting  them,  only  increased  their 
hatred,  and  made  them  more  intent  upon  putting 
the  Saviour  to  death. 

Ques.  Repeat  the  circumstances  of  our  Sa- 
viour's death  and  resurrection. 

Ans.  Six  days  before  the  feast  of  the  Passo- 
ver, Jesus  entered  with  triumph  into  Jerusalem. 
On  the  following  Thursday,  the  day  before  his 
death,  in  the  evening,  after  having  eaten  the  pas- 
chal lamb  with  his  Apostles,  he  instituted  the 
sacrament  of  the  blessed  Eucharist,  and  then  go- 
ing with  them  into  the  garden  of  Olives,  under- 
went a  long  and  bloody  agony.  There  it  was  that 
Judas,  the  deceitful  disciple,  betrayed  his  divine 
master  with  a  kiss,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the 
Jews,  who  sought  to  kill  him.  Jesus,  who  is 
always  the  same  powerful  God,  with  a  single 
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word,  strikes  all  his  enemies  to  the  ground  ;  but 
as  he  was  resolved  to  die  for  our  salvation,  he 
surrenders  himself  into  their  hands. 

The  next  day,  having  loaded  him  with  chains, 
the  Jews  led  him  to  the  house  of  Pontius  Pilate, 
who  was  at  that  time  the  Roman  Governor  of  Ju- 
dea.  With  loud  cries  they  demanded  that  he  should 
be  put  to  death.  To  all  their  abuse  and  insults, 
and  curses,  Jesus  answered  not  a  word.  The 
brutal  soldiers  beat  him  with  rods,  and  put  a 
crown  of  thorns  upon  his  head,  and  finally,  our 
Saviour,  being  sentenced  to  undergo  the  death  of 
a  slave,  was  forced  to  go  up  to  Mount  Calvary, 
bearing  on  his  shoulders  the  very  cross  on  which 
he  was  to  suffer.  There,  about  the  ninth  hour  of 
the  day,  he  died  upon  that  cross  to  which  he  had 
been  nailed,  and  by  his  voluntary  death,  triumphed 
over  hell,  and  completed  the  redemption  of  man. 

At  sight  of  this  most  horrible  crime  the  sun 
became  obscured,  and  the  earth  was  covered  with 
darkness  ;  rocks  were  rent,  the  very  graves  burst 
open,  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  torn  in  two,  and 
all  nature  seemed  to  tremble  at  the  death  of  its 
Creator.  The  Soldiers  themselves,  struck  with 
fear,  and  overwhelmed  with  grief,  went  away 
confessing  it  was  Christ  indeed  whom  they  had 
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crucified.  The  Pharisees  and  Jews  alone  remain- 
ed without  repentance,  and  thought  of  nothing 
but  how  to  destroy,  if  possible,  the  very  name  of 
Jesus.  But  what  could  they  do  against  the  pow- 
er of  God? 

On  the  third  day,  according  to  his  promise, 
Jesus  arose  victorious  from  the  tomb,  whilst  his 
Apostles  were  sitting  together,  mourning  at  his 
death,  he  came  amongst  them  to  show  that  he  was 
truly  risen,  and  during  the  space  of  forty  days  he 
continued  to  instruct  and  strengthen  them  in  the 
faith.  But  on  the  fortieth  day,  having  conducted 
them  up  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  which  is  called 
Mount  Olivet,  and  from  thence,  after  bidding  them 
to  go  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  he  ascended  into  heaven. 

Ques.  On  what  day  was  the  Gospel  first 
made  public? 

Ans.  It  was  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  that 
is  to  say,  the  tenth  day  after  the  ascension  of  the 
Saviour,  and  the  fiftieth  after  his  Resurrection. 
The  Apostles  and  other  disciples,  with  Mary,  the 
mother  of  Jesus,  and  other  pious  women  who  had 
followed  him,  were  all  assembled  at  prayer  in  the 
Cenacle,  or  room  in  which  our  Saviour  had  eele^ 
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brated  his  last  Supper,  about  the  third  hour  oi 
the  day,  when  suddenly  they  heard  a  great  noise 
like  the  rushing  of  a  mighty  wind,  and  at  the 
same  moment  they  saw  fire  in  the  form  of  ton- 
gues, descend  and  sit  upon  their  heads.  Imme- 
diately they  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
power  was  given  them  to  speak  very  different 
languages  ;  whereupon  they  began  at  once  to  tell 
about  the  wonderful  things  that  had  come  to  pass. 
In  Jerusalem,  at  that  time,  was  a  great  number 
of  Jews,  who  had  come  hither  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  world  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Pente- 
cost. Hearing  of  these  strange  things  they  all 
made  haste  to  see  if  they  were  true.  Then  Pe- 
ter, the  Chief  of  the  Apostles,  began  to  instruct 
them  in  the  Gospel,  and  to  convince  them  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  really  crucified,  and  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  As  it  was  the  Holy  Ghost  who 
spoke  by  Peter's  mouth,  his  discourse  had  so 
great  an  effect  upon  the  people  that  three  thousand 
of  them  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  wrere  bap- 
tised. (This  was  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
Jesus  Christ.) 

Ques.     What  sort  of  life  did  the  first  Chris- 
tians lead? 
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Ans.  According  to  the  accounts  of  Scripture, 
all  the  Christians  had  but  one  heart  and  one  mind 
— no  one  kept  any  thing  to  himself,  but  all  their 
property  was  brought  together,  and  made  a  com- 
mon stock  for  the  equal  support  of  all.  None 
amongst  them  were  rich,  for  those  who  had  lands 
and  houses,  sold  them,  and  brought  the  money  to 
the  Apostles  to  be  divided  according  to  the  wants 
of  each.  They  were  anxious  to  hear  the  Word 
of  God,  and  were  constantly  engaged  in  prayer, 
and  in  the  breaking  of  bread,  which  is  a  partaking 
of  the  Holy  Eucharist.  Those  who  had  been  in- 
temperate, ambitious,  covetous  and  addicted  to  eve- 
ry pleasure,  before  their  conversion,  now  became 
new  men  by  the  grace  of  baptism, — men  of  meek 
and  humble  hearts — chaste  and  mortified  in  their 
way  of  living — they  turned  their  backs  upon  the 
good  things  of  this  world,  and  were  ready  to  give 
up  every  thing  and  suffer  every  thing  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Ques.  Did  the  Apostles  meet  with  any  oppo- 
sition from  the  Jews  ? 

Ans.  The  opposition  they  experienced  was 
very  great.  The  Chief  Priests,  who  cared  noth- 
ing for  their  miracles,  for   the  innocence  of  their 
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lives  nor  the  sanctity  of  their  doctrine,  had  them 
cast  into  prison  and  beaten  with  rods.  But  the 
Apostles,  rejoicing  to  suffer  for  the  name  of  Jesus, 
seemed  only  to  acquire  more  strength  and  greater 
zeal  at  sight  of  the  difficulties  which  the  powers 
of  hell  set  up  against  the  spreading  of  the  Gos- 
pel. 

Saint  Stephen,  one  of  the  seven  deacons  appoin- 
ted by  the  Apostles,  was  the  first  one  of  the  faith- 
ful who  had  the  honor  of  dying  for  Jesus  Christ, 
He  was  stoned  to  death  by  the  Jews.  Some  time 
afterwards  the  Apostle  Saint  James,  brother  of 
St.  John,  the  Evangelist,  was  beheaded,  and  even 
St.  Peter  would  have  met  with  the  same  fate  had 
not  an  Angel  snatched  him  from  prison  the  night 
before  the  day  he  was  to  die. 

Ques.  By  what  miracle  was  St.  Paul  changed 
from  a  Persecutor  into  an  Apostle  ? 

Ans.  St.  Paul,  who,  before  his  conversion, 
had  been  known  by  the  name  of  Saul,  had  assis- 
ted at  the  killing  of  St.  Stephen.  Having  a  false 
zeal  for  the  law  of  Moses,  he  continued  to  per- 
secute the  Church  of  God,  and  wherever  he  found 
a  Christain,  cast  him  into  prison. 

One  day  as  he  was  going  to  Damascus,  full  of 
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hatred  against  the  people  of  God,  he  was  sudden- 
ly  surrounded  by  a  light  brighter  than  the  sun, 
and  he  heard  a  voice  saying  to  him— "  Saul,  Saul, 
why  do  you  persecute  me?  I  am  Jesus  of 
Nazareth— in  persecuting  my  disciples,  you  per- 
secute me."  At  these  words,  Saul,  falling  down, 
cried  out  with  a  trembling  voice—"  Lord  what 
wilt  thou  have  me  do  ?  »  And  the  voice  replied 
to  him— "Arise,  go  into  the  city,  and  there  you 
will  understand  what  I  would  have  you  do." 
Whereupon  Saul  arose,  and  as  he  was  struck 
with  blindness,  his  companions  led  him  by  the 
hand  into  Damascus,  where,  being  miraculously 
restored  to  sight,  he  was  baptised,  and  forthwith 
began  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Those  who  knew  how  much  hatred  he  had 
shewn  against  the  Faithful,  could  not  conceive 
how  such  a  sudden  change  was  possible.  But 
Saul,  little  caring  what  they  said  or  thought  of 
his  conversion,  only  grew  the  stronger  in  his 
faith.  He  confounded  the  Jews  by  proving  to 
them  by  the  Scripture,  and  more  especially  by 
his  miracles,  that  Jesus  was  in  reality  the  Messiah 
spoken  of  by  the  Prophets,  and  sent  by  God  to 
be  the  Saviour  of  men. 

Ques.     Who  was  the  first  among  the  Gentiles 
to  embrace  the  Christian  faith  ? 
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Ans.     It   was   a  Roman    officer    of   Cesarea, 
named    Cornelius.      He   feared   God,    and  gave 
alms  freely  to  the  poor.  One  day  when  at  prayers, 
an  angel  appeared  to  him,  and  said— "  Thy  prayers 
and  thy  good  works  have  ascended  to  the  throne 
of  divine  mercy.     Send  to  Joppa,  and  seek  there 
one    Simon,    surnamed    Peter— he     will    teach 
thee  what  thou  must  do  to  be  saved."  Forthwith 
Cornelius  sends  three  of  his  domestics  to  Joppa. 
As  they  came  near  to  that  city  Peter  had  a  vision 
in  which  it  was  revealed  to  him  that  the  Gentiles 
as  well  as  the  Jews,   were  called  to  a  knowledge 
of  the    Gospel,   and  immediately   he  went  with 
those  who  came  to  seek  him. 

In  the  meantime  Cornelius  had  assembled  at 
his  house  all  his  relatives  and  friends.     As  soon 
as  he  saw  Peter  coming  he  threw  himself  at  his 
feet  in  order  to  adore  him  ;  but  Peter  raised  him 
up  and  said—"  Arise— I  am  nothing  but  a  man." 
Then  speaking  to  those  who  were  assembled  to 
hear  him,  he  told  them  of  the  life,  the  doctrines, 
and  the  miracles  of  Jesus  Christ.     He  was  not 
yet  done  speaking  when  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  a  vis- 
ible  manner  came  down  upon  them,  and  imparted 
to  them  the  gift  of  tongues.     Peter  immediately 
baptised  them,    and  these  new  Christians  were 
the  first  fruits  of  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles. 
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Ques.  Did  the  Apostles  preach  the  Gospel 
nowhere  but  in  Judea  ? 

Ans.  At  first  they  were  confined  to  Judea  \ 
but  God,  who  wished  that  his  name  should  be 
known  among  all  nations,  on  account  of.  the  stub- 
bornness and  wickedness  of  the  Jews,  obliged 
the  preachers  of  the  Gospel  to  go  out  into  all  the 
various  countries  of  the  earth.  This  was  in  the 
year  of  J.  C.  45. 

Obedient  to  the  will  of  heaven,  they  went  forth 
to  enlighten  those  who  had  lived  so  long  in  error 
and  idolatry.  St.  Peter,  carried  the  sacred  doc- 
trine into  Syria,  and  afterwards  to  Rome,  St.  Paul 
carried  it  into  Asia-Minor,  Arabia,  Macedon,  and 
Greece,  from  whence  he  went  to  rejoin  St.  Peter 
at  Rome,  the  capital  city  of  the  world — St. 
Thomas  preached  in  India,  St.  John  in  Asia-Mi- 
nor, St.  Andrew  among  the  Scythians,  St.  Philip 
in  upper  Asia,  St.  Bartholemew  in  Great  Arme- 
nia, St.  Mathew  in  Persia,  St.  Simon  in  Meso- 
potamia, St.  Jude  in  Arabia  and  St.  Mathias  in 
Ethiopia.  Thus  in  less  than  thirty  years  after 
the  first  publication  of  the  Gospel,  the  true  God 
was  worshipped  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
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Ques.  Did  the  Apostles  and  Disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  preach  the  Gospel  as  well  by  wri- 
ting as  by  speaking  ? 

Ans.  They  have  left  us  many  writings  which 
altogether  compose  what  we  call  the  New-Testa- 
ment. These  writings  are  the  four  Gospels  of 
St.  Mathew,  St.  Mark,  St.  Luke  and  St.  John ; 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  by  St.  Luke ;  the  four- 
teen Epistles  of  St.  Paul ;  one  of  St.  James ; 
two  of  St.  Peter ;  three  of  St.  John  ;  one  of  St. 
Jude  ;  and  lastly  the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John. 

Ques.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  first  gen- 
eral persecution  ? 

Ans.  Nero,  the  Roman  Emperor.  This  fool- 
ish and  cruel  prince  had  set  the  city  of  Rome  on 
.fire  just  for  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  burn  :  he 
then  accused  the  christians  of  this  atrocious  act, 
for  he  hated  them  because  St.  Paul  had  made  con- 
versions in  his  very  palace.  Nero  was  hot  satis- 
fied with  inflicting  upon  them  common  punish 
ments.  Of  a  great  number  of  christians  whom 
he  put  to  death,  some  were  sewed  up  in  the  skins 
of  wild  beasts,  and  set  upon  by  dogs ;  others, 
wrapt  in  garments  that  were  dipt  in  pitch,  were 
tied  to  stakes,  and  then  set  on  fire  that  they  might 
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serve  for  torches  in  lighting  up  the  Circus  at 
night. 

It  was  now  that  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  being 
shut  up  in  the  prison  of  Rome,  converted  and  bap- 
tised their  guards  and  forty-seven  fellow  prisoners. 
St.  Peter  was  condemned  to  die  upon  the  Cross  ; 
but  he  begged  that  he  might  be  placed  upon  it 
with  his  head  downwards,  thinking  himself  un- 
worthy to  die  in  the  same  manner  that  his  divine 
Master  had  done.  St.  Paul,  being  a  Roman  citi- 
zen, was  beheaded.     (A.  D.  66.) 

Such  was  the  origin  of  the  first  general  persecu- 
tion. It  is  a  glorious  thing  for  the  Church  to  have 
had  Nero  for  her  enemy  \  it  was  fit  that  the  most 
wicked  of  men  should  be  the  first  of  persecutors. 

Ques.  How  were  the  Jews  punished  for  hav- 
ing crucified  our  Saviour  ? 

Ans.  The  Jews  who  had  always  felt  the  hard- 
ship of  the  Roman  government,  revolted  against 
their  rulers,  and  this  revolt  was  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  their  city.  But  the  christians  who 
were  there,  following  the  advice  which  our  Sa- 
viour had  given  to  his  disciples,  retired  into  the 
little  village  of  Pella.  The  Jews  were  divided 
among  themselves,  and  formed  into  different  par- 
ties which  committed  the  most  wicked  acts. 

2 
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Vespasian,  the  Roman  general,  suffered  tL: 
J-ew sthus  to  waste  their  strength,  because  he  could 
ike  more  easily  conquer  them  afterwards.  Being 
then  made  emperor,  he  gave  up  the  siege  of  Jeru- 
salem to  his  son  Titus,  who  pitched  his  camp 
within  a  league  of  the  city,  and  closed  all  the 
passages  that  led  to  it.  As  it  was  about  the  feast 
of  the  Passover  a  great  multitude  of  Jews  found 
themselves  shut  up  within  the  place.  The  most 
of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  eat  every  thin<* 
they  could  find,  and  they  snatched  from  one 
another  the  meanest  articles  of  food.  The  fac- 
tious ones,  far  from  being  moved  by  this  distress, 
only  seemed  more  furious,  and  more  determined 
not  to  surrender.  By  degrees  the  famine  became 
horrible.  The  people  crowded  to  the  common 
gutters,  and  there  devoured  the  very  filth  and 
offal  of  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  Titus r  who  had  already  made 
himself  master  of  one  part  of  the  city,  caused  an 
attack  to  be  made  upon  the  temple,  and  the  gates 
to  be  set  on  fire,  giving  orders  however  to  spare 
the  main  building.  But  a  Roman  soldier  taking 
up  a  fire  brandr  threw  it  within  the  temple  which 
immediately  took  fire,  and  was  totally  consumed, 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  Titus  to  put  a 
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stop  to  the  flames.  The  Romans  butchered  every 
one  they  found,  and  every  thing  perished  by  fire 
and  the  sword.     (A.  D.  70.) 

Thus  was  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Titus  himself  declared  that  the  victory  did  not 
belong  to  him,  but  that  he  was  only  the  instru- 
ment of  the  wrath  of  God.  There  perished 
during  this  siege  one  million  and  one  hundred 
thousand  Jews.  The  rest  were  sold  and  scattered 
throughout  the  world,  condemned  by  the  Most 
High  to  wander  among  the  nations,  without  king 
without  altars,  and  without  sacrifices,  until,  after 
the  lapse  of  ages,  they  should  open  their  eyes,  and 
acknowledge  Him  for  God  whom  they  had  cruci- 
fied. 

Ques.  Was  not  the  first  persecution  followed 
by  a  second  ? 

Ans.  It  was.  The  Christians  had  enjoyed 
some  peace  under  the  Emperors  Vespasian  and 
Titus  j  but  Domitian,  their  successor,  having  all 
the  vices  of  Nero,  also  entertained  the  same 
hatred  against  Christianity.  He  published  a  most 
bloody  edict,  and  we  may  judge  how  cruelly  it 
was  executed,  by  the  manner  in  which  the  most 
noble  persons  in  the  empire  were  treated.     To- 
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gether  with  many  thousand  people,  of  every  age 
and  condition,  he  caused  one  of  his  nearest  rela- 
tives to  be  put  to  death* 

But  that  which  rendered  the  persecution  of 
Domitian  most  remarkable  was  the  martyrdom  of 
St.  John.  He  was  plunged  into  a  vessel  of  boil- 
ing oil,  but  without  receiving  any  injury.  This 
miracle  happened  at  Rome  near  the  Latin  gate, 
in  the  year  ninety-three.  St.  John  having  thus 
escaped  death,  was  banished  by  the  Emperor  to 
the  Island  of  Patmos,  where  he  wrote  his  Apoca- 
lypse. After  the  death  of  Domitian,  this  holy 
Apostle  returned  to  Ephesus.  There  he  lived 
until  the  end  of  the  first  century,  and  died  with 
the  consoltation  of  seeing  the  seed  of  Faith  bring 
forth  fruit  throughout  the  whole  world. 

Ques.  Give  an  account  of  the  third  persecu- 
tion under  Trajan  ? 

Ans.  The  Emperor  Trajan,  whose  conduct  in 
other  respects  was  worthy  of  praise,  contributed 
to  the  cruelties  that  were  carried  on  against  the 
Christians  in  the  third  persecution.  He  deter- 
mined that  the  bloody  laws  of  his  predecessors 
should  be  enforced  throughout  the  Empire.  We 
have  a  proof  of  this  in  his  answer  to  Pliny  the 
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younger,  governor  of  Bithynia.  Pliny  had  writ- 
ten to  Trajan  for  advice  how  he  should  act  to- 
wards the  Christians.  "  All  their  fault,5'  said  he, 
(;  consists  in  their  singing  hymns  in  honor  of  Jesus 
Christ.  There  are  a  great  many  of  them,  of 
every  age  and  condition,  in  the  towns  and  coun- 
try, so  that  the  temples  of  our  Gods  are  almost 
deserted.  As  to  the  rest,  their  conduct  is  pure 
and  innocent."  Such  is  the  testimony,  as  to  the 
number  and  holiness  of  the  Christians,  which 
was  given  by  one  of  their  very  persecutors. 
Trajan  answered  by  saying  that  he  need  not  hunt 
out  the  Christians,  but  if  any  of  them  were  ac- 
cused and  convicted,  they  should  be  put  to  death. 

What  an  absurd  answer  was  this !  For  if  the 
Christians  were  guilty,  why  not  seek  them  out? 
If  innocent,  why  should  they  be  punished  ? 

Two  of  the  most  illustrious  martyrs  in  this 
persecution  were  St.  Ignatius,  Bishop  of  Antioch, 
who  was  sentenced  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts  ; 
and  St.  Simeon,  a  near  relative  of  our  Saviour, 
Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  who  wras  then  an  hundred 
and  twenty  years  old.  This  latter  wras  condemned 
not  only  for  being  a  Christian,  but  also  because 
he  was  of  the  race  of  David.  For  this  double 
cause  they  made  him  undergo  various    punish- 
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ments,  which  he  bore  with  wonderful  courage. 
At  last  Trajan  condemned  him  to  die  upon  the 
cross. 

Ques.     What  was  the  extent  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  the  middle  of  the  second  century  ? 

Ans.  At  that  time  the  Church,  though  still 
young,  already  filled  the  whole  earth.  It  was 
not  only  spread  over  the  East,  that  is,  over  Pales- 
tine, Syria,  Egypt,  Asia-Minor,  and  Greece,  but 
also  over  the  West,  Italy,  France,  Spain,  Africa, 
Germany,  and  Great  Britian.  It  extended  into 
countries  where  the  Roman  armies  had  never 
been, — into  Armenia,  Persia,  and  India;  among 
the  most  savage  people,  the  Sarmatians,  the 
Dacians,  the  Scythians,  the  Maurians,  and  Ge- 
tulians ;  and  even  th§  unknown  islands  were  full 
of  Christians. 

Ques.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  fourth  per- 
secution under  Aurelian  ? 

Ans.  It  was  owing  to  the  false  charges  made 
against  the  Christian  religion.  Imposed  upon  by 
these  false  charges,  the  Emperor  Aurelian  re- 
newed the  persecution.  This  was  in  the  year 
162.    The  first  acts  of  violence,  in  such  a  man- 
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ner,  under  these  orders,  commenced  at  Smyrna, 
and  they  were  horrible  indeed.  The  Christians 
were  scourged  so  that  their  veins,  arteries,  and 
very  entrails  were  laid  bare.  In  the  midst  of  these 
torments  they  remained  undaunted,  and  whilst  the 
spectators  were  melted  to  tears,  these  noble  sol- 
diers of  Jesus  Christ  offered  themselves  with  joy  to 
punishment,  and  never  opened  their  mouths  except 
to  bless  the  Lord.  A  young  man  named  Ger- 
manicus,  encouraged  the  others  by  his  example. 
Before  he  was  given  to  the  wild  beasts,  the  Judge 
made  a  last  effort  to  change  his  mind  ]  but  the 
Holy  martyr  answered  that  he  would  rather  lose 
a  thousand  lives  than  save  one  at  the  expense  of 
his  innocence.  Then  advancing  towards  a  lion 
that  rushed  at  him,  and  seeking  death  inth^  teeth 
and  claws  of  the  furious  animal,  he  made  haste 
to  -quit  a  world  in  which  nothing  is  witnessed  but 
impiety  and  crime. 

It  was  in  this  persecution  that  St.  Poly  carp,  a 
disciple  of  the  Apostle  St.  John,  and  Bishop  ci 
Smyrna,  wTas  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive  5  and 
he  underwent  this  cruelty,  thus  rendering  a  glo- 
rious testimony  to  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Ques.  By  what  miraculous  event  was  this 
fourth  persecution  for  a  time  suspended? 
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Ans.  The  Emperor  Aurelian  put  a  stop  to  it 
on  account  of  a  remarkable  favour  which  the 
Christian  soldiers,  belonging  to  his  army,  obtain- 
ed from  heaven.  The  Roman  troops,  marching 
through  the  mountains  of  Bohemia,  were  sur- 
rounded by  barbarians  more  numerous  than 
themselves.  It  was  in  the  heat  of  summer,  and 
no  water  could  be  found.  In  this  difficulty, 
the  Christian  soldiers  knelt  down  and  prayed  to 
God,  in  sight  of  their  enemies  who  were  mock- 
ing them.  But  all  at  once  the  sky  was  covered 
with  clouds,  and  a  plentiful  shower  of  rain  fell 
among  the  Romans. 

So  great  was  their  thirst  that  they  raised  their 
heads  and  received  the  water  in  their  mouths  ; 
after  which  they  filled  their  casks,  and  both  they 
and  their  horses  drank  abundantly.  The  barba- 
rians thought  this  a  favorable  time  to  attack  them  ; 
but  heaven,  taking  part  with  the  Romans,  sent 
upon  their  enemies  a  dreadful  hail,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  lightning,  which  broke  their 
ranks,  so  that  they  were  completely  conquered 
and  cut  to  pieces. 

The  Christian  troops  who  had  obtained  this 
favour  from  heaven,  received  the  name  of  the 
Thundering  Legion.     The  Emperor  was  so  as- 
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tonished  at  this  miracle,  that  for  a  time  he  ceased 
to  persecute  the  Christians,  and  when  he  return- 
ed to  Rome  erected  a  monument,  which  is  standing 
at  this  day,  and  on  which  is  represented  in  has 
relief,  this  event  so  glorious  to  Religion.  This 
took  place  in  the  year  174. 

But  three  years  afterwards,  the  Emperor  for- 
got how  much  he  was  indebted  to  the  Christians. 
The  persecution  broke  out  again  in  Gaul.  It  was 
particularly  violent  at  Autun,  where  the  youth- 
ful St.  Symphorien  displayed  his  courage,  and  at 
Lyons,  where  the  venerable  St.  Pothinus,  first 
Bishop  of  that  city,  with  a  great  number  of  others, 
perished  for  the  Faith. 

Ques.  Give  an  account  of  the  -fifth  persecu- 
tion, under  Septimus  Severus  ? 

Ans.  The  Emperor  Severus  had  appeared  at 
first  well  disposed  towards  the  Christians  5  but 
in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign  he  issued  against 
them  the  most  bloody  edicts,  which  were  put  in 
force  with  such  severity  that  many  believed  the 
time  of  Anti-Christ  was  come. 

This  persecution  extended  even  into  Gaul  and 
raged  chiefly  in  the  city  of  Lyons.  St.  Irenaeus, 
then  Bishop  of  that  city,  had  been  a  disciple  of 
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St.  Polycarp.  Seeing  that  this  place  had  become 
almost  entirely  converted  by  the  efforts  of  that 
holy  prelate,  the  Emperor  determined  on  a  cruel 
persecution.  He  ordered  his  soldiers  to  sur- 
round the  city,  and  to  cut  down  every  one  who 
called  himself  a  Christian.  The  massacre  was 
frightful.  St.  Irenaeus  was  brought  before  the 
Prince,  who  had  him  put  to  death,  and  boasted 
that  he  had  butchered  both  the  Shepherd  and  his 
flock.  An  old  inscription  that  may  still  be  seen 
at  Lyons,  states  that  the  number  of  martyrs, 
without  counting  the  women  and  children,  amount- 
ed to  nineteen  thousand.  The  date  of  this  perse- 
cution is  the  year  203. 

The  persecution  wTas  hardly  less  violent  at 
Carthage,  where  Saints  Perpetua  and  Felicitas, 
followed  by  a  large  company  of  other  martyrs, 
gave  up  their  lives  with  a  joy  which  could  have 
been  inspired  only  by  that  Jesus  for  whom  they 
suffered. 

Ques.  Were  not  the  Christians  slandered  at 
the  same  time  that  they  were  persecuted  ? 

Ans.  Yes,  they  were  exposed  to  the  most 
atrocious  calumnies.  They  were  looked  upon  as 
profane— as  enemies  of  the  public — as  a  people 
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stained  with  every  species  of  crime ;    and  little 
pains    were  taken  to  ascertain   whether    these 
charges  were  true  or  false.     But  God  raised  up 
men  as  wise  as  they  were  holy,  to  defend  both 
the  worship  and  the  morality  of  Christianity. 

St.  Justin  addressed  to  the  Emperors  two  elo- 
quent apologies,  which  opened  the  eyes  of  a  great 
many  Pagans,  and  which  obtained  for  that  noble 
champion  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  Shortly  af- 
ter, the  celebrated  Tertullian  a  priest  of  Carthage, 
published  a  new  apology,  which  gave  a  mortal 
blow  to  paganism.     (A.  D.  205.) 

Ques.  Repeat  some  passages  of  Tertullian's 
Apology  ? 

Ans.  After  having  proved  the  divinity  of  the 
Christian  religion,  Tertullian  with  great  force  re- 
pelled the  false  accusations  made  against  the 
Christians.  "  They  accuse  us,"  says  he,  "  of  se* 
dition,  and  disobedience  to  the  Emperors,  But 
wherein  are  we  seditious?  The  people  often 
pelt  us  with  stones,  burn  our  houses,  chase  us 
like  beasts,  and  put  us  to  death  in  the  most  cruel 
manner.  What  have  we  done  to  revenge  our- 
selves ?  If  we  desired  to  make  open  war,  would 
we  not  have  troops  enough?    We  are  only  of 
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yesterday,  and  yet  already  we  fill  your  cities, 
your  towns,  your  camps,  the  very  palace,  and  the 
Senate.  We  leave  nothing  but  your  temples 
empty.  Since  we  are  not  afraid  to  die,  we  would 
be  invincible  if  it  were  not  one  of  our  maxims 
rather  to  endure  death  than  to  inflict  it.  If  re- 
venge were  our  object  we  would  only  have  to 
depart  from  you  and  quit  the  empire,  and  you 
would  be  frightened  at  your  own  solitude." 

'After  writing  thus,  Tertullian  goes  on  to  de- 
scribe what  was  done  in  the  meetings  of  those 
christians  who  were  accused  of  sedition.  "  We 
come  together,"  says  he,  "to  pray  to  God  in  com- 
mon. Those  who  preside  over  us  are  aged  men 
of  tried  virtue,  who  have  obtained  that  honor,  not 
by  money,  but  by  the  holiness  of  their  lives.  If 
there  is  wealth  among  us,  it  is  used  in  the  relief  of 
the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  5  for  we  suffer  none  to 
be  without  help.  As  we  are  all  of  one  heart  and 
one  mind,  we  never  hesitate  to  assist  one  another. 
It  should  not  appear  strange  if  so  great  a  friendship 
make  us  eat  together — this  eating  together  we 
call  Agape,  that  is  Brotherly  love.  The  poor 
as  well  as  rich  are  admitted  there.  Every  thing  is 
performed  with  modesty,  and  everyone  behaves 
as  if  he  were  in  the  presence  of  God.  The 
meal  begins  and  finishes  with  prayer." 
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"Why  then,"  continues  Tertullian,  "  are  we 
deserving  of  death?  Ye  magistrates,  who  judge 
criminals,  say  if  any  Christian  is  found  %mong 
them?  I  take  your  own  records  for  witnesses — 
that  amongst  all  the  malefactors  whom  you  daily 
condemn  for  their  crimes,  not  one  is  a  Christian. 
For  us  Innocence  is  a  duty.  We  derive  our 
knowledge  of  it  from  God  himself,  who  is  a  per- 
fect Master  ;  and  we  keep  it  faithfully  as  the  com- 
mandment of  a  judge  who  cannot  be  deceived.*' 
Such  was  the  life  of  the  Christians  even  at  the 
beginning  of  the  third  age  of  the  Church  ! 

Ques.     How  did  Origen  distinguish  himself? 

Ans.  Origen  was  the  son  of  St.  Leonidas, 
who  suffered  for  the  Faith  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
persecution  under  Septimus  Severus.  The  holy 
martyr  had  brought  him  up  with  the  greatest  care, 
and  had  instructed  him  not  only  in  polite  literature 
but  also  in  the  holy  Scriptures.  Young  Origen 
repaid  this  care  by  the  wonderful  progress  he 
made  in  learning,  and  by  his  still  greater  advance- 
ment in  virtue.  His  father  frequently  came  to 
him  whilst  he  was  sleeping,  and  uncovering  his 
bosom,  kissed  it  with  the  greatest  respect,  as  be- 
ing the  temple  of  the  Holy  Gost.     Origen   had 
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so  great  a  desire  to  suffer  martyrdom,  that  his 
mother,  unable  to  stop  him  by  her  prayers  and 
tears,  was  obliged  to  hide  his  clothes  to  prevent 
his  going  forth  in  quest  of  death. 

The  goods  of  Origen  having  been  confiscated 
by  his  persecutors,  he  was  reduced  to  extreme 
poverty ;  but  shortly  after,  on  account  of  his  tal- 
ents, he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  celebrated 
School  of  Alexandria,  where  a  prodigious  crowd 
of  students  went  to  hear  him. 

Origen  was  not  less  distinguished  for  his  zeal 
than  for  his  learning.  He  visited  such  Christians 
as  were  cast  into  prison  for  the  Faith,  and  went 
with  them  even  to  the  place  of  execution.  He 
often  exposed  his  own  life  on  these  occasions,  and 
several  times  was  on  the  point  of  being  stoned. 
At  last  he  was  arrested  and  cast  into  a  dungeon, 
where  he  had  to  endure  hunger,  and  thirst,  and 
nakedness.  But  the  practice  of  an  austere  life 
had  hardened  him  to  all  these  trials,  and  neither 
the  rigor  nor  the  length  of  his  sufferings,  could 
shake  his  courage.  He  died  in  peace  about  the 
middle  of  the  third  century.  The  most  valuable 
and  celebrated  of  his  works  is  an  apology  for  the 
Christian  religion,  written  to  refute  the  calumnies 
of  the  pagan  philosophers  against  the  Christians. 
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Ques.  Give  an  account  of  the  sixth  persecu- 
tion under  Maximin,  and  of  the  seventh  under 
Decius  ? 

Ans.  The  successors  of  Septimus  Severus 
did  not  trouble  the  Christians.  Alexander  was 
ever  friendly  towards  them.  He  honored  Jesus 
Christ  as  one  of  his  own  Gods,  and  had  his  statue 
placed  in  a  sort  of  domestic  temple.  This  indul- 
gence of  Alexander  towards  the  Christians,  made 
his  successor  Maximin,  only  hate  them  more 
This  prince,  naturally  cruel,  commenced  a  perse- 
cution against  them,  which  is  reckoned  the  sixth, 
and  which  was  particularly  directed  against  the 
bishops  and  priests.  The  circumstances  of  this  per- 
secution have  not  been  handed  down.  At  any 
rate  it  could  not  have  lasted  long,  for  the  perse- 
cutor was  slain  by  his  own  soldiers  after  a  very 
short  reign,  in  the  year  237. 

The  seventh  persecution  was  carried  on  by  the 
Emperor  Decius  in  the  year  250.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign  he  published  against  the 
Christians  a  bloody  decree  that  was  executed  with 
great  severity.  Scourges,  fire,  wild  beasts,  boil- 
ing pitch,  red-hot  pincers,  and  every  kind  of 
torture,  were  employed.  The  number  of  those 
who  suffered  for  the  Faith  at  that  time,  is  so  great 
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that  it  is  impossible  to  count  them.  Many  Chris- 
tians, to  avoid  the  persecution,  fled  into  the  deserts* 
Of  this  number  was  St.  Paul  of  Thebais.  He 
retired  very  young  into  the  wilderness,  where  he 
led  a  most  holy  life,  entirely  separated  from  the 
world,  and  closely  united  with  God. 

Ques.  .  What  was  the  cause  of  the  eighth  per- 
secution under  Valerian? 

Ans.  It  was  the  superstition  of  that  Emperor. 
He  suffered  the  priests  of  the  false  gods  to  per- 
suade him,  that  in  order  to  succeed  in  a  war 
which  he  had  undertaken,  it  was  necessary  to 
destroy  Christianity.  He  consequently  published 
a  new  edict  of  persecution,  A.  D.  257,  which  like 
the  former  ones,  afforded  the  glory  of  martyrdom  to 
a  great  number  of  Christians.  Amongst  the  most 
illustrious  of  these  was  St.  Cyprian,  Bishop  of 
Carthage,  and  St.  Laurence,  first  deacon  in  tlje 
Roman  Church. 

It  was  during  this  persecution  that  at  Cesarea, 
in  Cappadocia,  a  young  child  named  Cyrille  dis- 
played extraordinary  courage.  His  father  who 
was  an  idolater,  could  not  make  him  worship  the 
false  gods,  and  having  ill  treated  him,  drove  him 
from  his  house.     The  Judge  being  informed  of  it 
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sent  soldiers  to  bring  young  Cyrille  before  him, 
and  when  he  was  brought,  said  to  him  mildly  : 
u  My  child,  I  would  very  willingly  pardon  you 
in  consideration  of  your  age ;  be  wise  and  give 
up  your  superstitions."  The  child  replied  :  "I 
am  very  ready  to  suffer  for  what  I  have  done  ;  if 
I  am  driven  from  the  house  of  my  father  I  shall 
dwell  in  another  larger  and  more  beautiful ;  I  am 
not  afraid  of  death,  because  a  better  life  comes  af- 
ter it." 

At  these  words  the  Judge  looking  more  sternly, 
ordered  him  to  be  bound,  as  if  he  were  going  to 
be  punished ;  a  pile  of  wood  was  then  pre- 
pared, and  kindled  with  fire.  But  this  noble 
child  did  not  appear  to  be  the  least  frightened— he 
suffered  himself  to  be  conducted  without  shedding 
a  tear.  As  they  approached  the  fire,  they  threat- 
ened to  throw  him  into  it,  but  his  courage  still  re- 
mained unshaken.  They  then  brought  him  back 
to  the  Judge,  who  said  to  him — "Well,  you  have 
seen  the  sword  and  you  have  seen  the  fire — will 
you  be  wise  now  ?"  Young  Cyrille  replied — 
"  You  have  done  wrong  to  call  me  back.  I  fear 
neither  the  sword  nor  the  fire.  I  sigh  for  treas- 
ures more  solid  than  those  of  my  father.  It  is 
God  who  will  give  me  a  recompense — make  haste 
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and  let  me  die,  that  I  may  go-  to  him  more  quick- 
ly." The  bystanders  wept  to  hear  him  talk  in 
this  manner,  but  he  said  to  them — "  You  ought 
rather  to  rejoice  with  me  instead  of  seeking  to 
weaken  my  courage  by  your  tears.  Ah!  you 
do  not  know  what  glory  is  prepared  for  me, 
Let  me  end  this  earthly  life."  In  these  senti- 
ments he  was  taken  back  to  the  place  of  punish- 
ment, and  received  the  crown  of  a  martyr. 

Ques.  Describe  the  ninth  persecution  under 
Aurelian. 

Ans.  The  Emperor  Aurelian,  who  was  not 
opposed  to  the  Christians  in  the  first  years  of  his 
reign,  all  at  once  changed  his  conduct  towards 
them.  He  was  just  about  to  sign  a  terrible  decree 
against  them,  when  he  was  stopped  by  a  thunder 
bolt  that  fell  at  his  feet.  His  alarm,  made  him 
give  up  his  design  for  the  present,  but  some  time 
afterwards  he  put  it  in  execution.  He  died  how- 
ever in  the  year  275,  before  his  decree  had  been 
carried  into  the  distant  provinces. 

Notwithstanding  the  hatred  which  this  empe- 
ror bore  the  Christians  before  his  death,  there 
were  not  a  great  many  martyrs  under  his  reign. 
Amongst  the  few  was  St.  Denis,  the  first  bishop 
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of  Paris.  His  zeal  to  extend  the  Faith  in  that 
capital  and  in  the  neighboring  provinces,  entitled 
him  to  the  name  of  Apostle  of  France.  He  was 
taken  with  a  priest  and  a  deacon.  After  suffer- 
ing many  kinds  of  punishment  all  three  had  their 
heads  struck  off  upon  a  hill  near  Paris,  since  call- 
ed on  account  of  the  event,  the  mount  of  martyrs, 
or  vulgarly,  Montmartre. 

Ques.  What  was  the  particular  character  of 
the  tenth  persecution  under  Diocletian  and  Max- 
imilian ? 

Ans.     This  tenth  persecution,  in  the  year  303, 
was  the  last,  as  it  was  also  the  longest  and  most 
cruel  of  all.  Cruelties  never  heard  of  before,  were 
now  practised  against  the  Christians.     Some  were 
hung  up  with  their  heads  downwards,  and  roasted 
by  a  slow  fire,  or  broiled  upon  grid  irons ;  others 
were  tortured  with  red-hot  pincers,  and  torn  with 
pieces  of  broken  glass  ;  others  were  pierced  with 
sharp  reeds  under  the  nails,  and  then  had  melted 
lead    poured  over  them.     In  Phrygia,  a  whole 
town,  wrhose  inhabitants  were  ail  Christians,  was 
invested  by  soldiers,  who  set  it  on  fire,  and  men, 
women,  and  children  all  perished  in  the  flames, 
calling  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.     "  The 
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whole  land,  says  an  author  of  that  time,  from  East 
to  West  was  deluged  with  blood." 

It  was  in  the  very  palace  of  the  Emperors  that 
this  persecution  began.  Many  of  the  principal 
persons  about  the  court  were  Christians.  They 
were  required  to  sacrifice  to  idols,  but  they  pre- 
ferred to  lose  their  offices,  their  goods,  their  lib- 
erty, and  to  suffer  the  most  cruel  tortures,  rather 
than  fail  in  their  fidelity  to  God.  The  Theban 
legion,  encouraged  by  St.  Maurice  as  their  chief, 
were  seen  to  throw  down  their  arms,  and  permit 
themselves  to  be  slaughtered,  to  the  number  of 
six  thousand  men. 

This  horrible  persecution  was  the  last  attempt 
which  the  demons  made  to  put  down  Christianity  ; 
but  instead  of  putting  it  down  they  only  built  it 
up.  The  Church  tired  out  the  persecutors  by 
her  patience.  The  tyrants  who  had  attempted  to 
destroy  her,  abandoned  the  undertaking,  as  hope- 
less, and  many  of  them  died  with  the  mortification 
of  beholding,  seated  on  the  throne  of  the  Caesars, 
a  prince  who  came  to  plant  the  Standard  of  the 
Cross  upon  the  Capitol,  and  to  devote  all  his  ef- 
forts to  the  overthrow  of  idolatry. 
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Ques.  In  the  midst  of  these  persecutions, 
how  did  the  Gospel  sustain  itself,  and  spread,  and 
change  the  whole  face  of  the  earth  ? 

Ans.     The  principal  means  by  which  God  ef- 
fected so  wonderful  a  change,  was  the  holy  life  of 
the  primitive  Christians — the  example  of    their 
innocence,  their  disinterestedness  and  heroic  char- 
ity.    The  miracles  which  followed  their  speech, 
astonished  all  who  beheld  them,  and  convinced 
the  most  obstinate.    .There   was  not  a  Christian 
but  compelled  the   demons    in    the    presence  of 
the  Pagans  themselves,  to  confess  the  truth   of 
Christianity.     But  what  was  most  surprising,  was 
the  courage  and  patience  with  which  these  defen- 
ders  of  the  Faith    endured  the  most  cruel  tor* 
ments.     It  was  not  uncommon  to  see  these  holy 
martyrs    preaching  Jesus   Christ  even  upon  the 
scaffold,  converting  the  guards,  the  by-standers, 
and  sometimes  even  the  Judges,  and  the  execu- 
tioners.    Thus  they  multiplied  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  the  slain.     The  blood  of  the  mar- 
tyrs was  a  fruitful  seed,  from  which  a  multitude 
of  new  Christians  continually  sprang  up, 

Ques,  Had  not  the  Church  to  contend  with 
heresy,  even  in  the  midst  of  persecutions  ? 
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Ans.     The  Church  was  attacked  in  this  iirst 
epoch,  by  many  heresies  which  the  demon  raised 
up  in  the  hopes  of  seducing  by  error  those  whom 
he  had  not  been  able  to  put  down  by  torments. 
The  principal  heresiarchs  were  1st.   Simon,   the 
magician,  who  declared  himself  an  enemy  of  the 
Christians  because  St.  Peter  would  not  sell  to  him 
for  money  the  power  of  imparting  the  Holy  Cost. 
2nd.  Montanus,  who  through  mistaken  zeal,  re- 
quired every  one  to  become  a  martyr,  and  re- 
fused to  admit  sinners  to  repentance.     The  cele- 
brated Tertullian  had  the  misfortune  to  be  seduced 
by  the    Montanists.      3rd.  Manes,  chief  of  the 
Manicheans  who  contended  there  were  two  Gods, 
one  good  and  one  evil.     He  abolished  the  giving 
of  alms,  the  sacraments,  the  honoring  of  sacred 
images,  and  denied  that  Jesus  Christ  was  made 
man.      He  added  to  these  impious   doctrines  a 
great  many   extravagant  and  abominable  things, 
the  secret  of  which  was  known  only  to  his  fa- 
vorites. 

To  confound  these  heretics,  God  raised  up  in 
every  age  learned  men  who  refuted  their  errors 
as  fast  as  they  sprang  up,  and  many  of  whom 
sealed  with  their  blood  the  truths  they  defended 
by  their  writings.     Such  for  instance,  in  the  first 
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ages,  were  Clement  of  Alexandria,    St.  Justin, 
St.  Irenaeus,  St.  Cyprian,  Tertullian,  Origen,&c. 
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SECOND    EPOCH Including     184    years, 

FROM  THE  CONVERSION  OF  CoNSTANTINE,  IN 
THE  YEAR  OF  J.  C.  312,  TO  THE  BAPTISM 
OF    CLOVIS,    IN    THE    YEAR    OF    OUR    LORD  498. 

Ques.  How  (lid  God,  after  three  centuries  of 
persecution,  restore  peace  to  the  church  ? 

Ans.  It  was  by  the  conversion  ef  Constantine 
to  Christianity,  when  God  had  sufficiently  made 
known  that  the  establishment  of  the  church  was  his 
own  work,  and  that  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell 
could  not  prevail  against  it,  he  called  to  hi3  cause 
the  Emperors,  and  made  Constantine  the  Great 
the  disciple  and  protector  of  Religion. 

The  imperial  crown  was  disputed  with  this 
prince  by  the  tyrant  Maxentius,  who  had  made 
himself  master  of  Rome.  Constantine  was  ap- 
proaching the  city  to  give  him  battle.  He  was 
already  somewhat  favorable  to  the  christians,  and 
prayed  to  their  God  for  a  better  knowledge  of  him. 
As  his  heart  was  right  his  prayer   was  heard. 
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One  day  as  he  was  marching  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  the  sky  being  calm  and  clear,  he  perceiv- 
ed in  the  heavens  a  blazing  cross,  in  the  middle 
of  which  were  traced  these  words — 

"  By  this  sign  thou  shalt  conquer  " 
All  the  army  beheld  this  miracle  as  well  as  the 
prince.  Encourged  by  this  heavenly  vision,  he 
attacked  his  enemy,  who  took  to  flight,  and  was 
drowned  in  the  Tiber.  Rome  immediately  open- 
ed her  gates  to  Constantine,  who  from  that  time 
made  a  public  profession  of  Christianity. 

Ques.  What  did  Constantine  do  in  favor  of 
the  Christian  Religion  after  his  conversion? 

Ans.  He  was  careful  to  remedy  all  the  evils 
which  the  Emperors  before  him  had  caused.  He 
recalled  the  exiles,  had  their  churches  restored  to 
the  Christians,  built  new  ones,  and  splendidly 
adorned  them.  He  treated  the  ministers  of  Re- 
ligion with  every  mark  of  honor,  especially  the 
Popes,  who  up  to  that  time  had  been  persecuted 
in  a  particular  manner,  and  of  whom  thirty  had 
given  their  lives  for  Jesus  Christ, 

The  Christians  viewed  with  astonishment  and 
gratitude  these  wonders  of  the  divine  power. 
The    true    Religion   appeared  venerable    even 
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to  the  idolaters  when  they  saw  the  Emperor 
practising  its  duties.  His  example  drew  a  great 
many  to  Christianity.  On  his  entry  into  Rome 
he  was  anxious  that  the  cross,  wThich  had  been 
the  token  of  his  victory,  might  be  the  first  orna- 
ment of  his  triumph.  It  appeared  upon  the  top 
of  his  crown,  and  was  planted  even  upon  the 
capitol,  as  if  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the  tri- 
umph of  a  crucified  God. 

Ques.  How  did  God  correct  the  indifference 
which  grew  up  among  the  Christians  after  peace 
was  restored  to  the  Church  ? 

Ans.     In  the   numberless    crowd  of  pagans 
who   embraced   the  Faith,  after  the  example  of 
Constantine,  it  was  natural  that  many  should  have 
done  it  from  human  motives.     Even  many  of  the 
ancient  Christians  relaxed  by  reason  of  the  res  t 
and  tranquility  they  enjoyed.     In  such  circum- 
stances the  wisdom  and  bounty  of  God  furnished 
to  his  faithful  servants  the  means  of  keeping  up 
their    pristine   fervor,     and   preserving   in    the 
Church  the  practice  of  all  the  virtues.     This  he 
did  by  peopling  the  deserts  with  a  multitude  of 
hermits    wThose    lives  resembled  the  purity  of 
Angels. 
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St.  Anthony,  who  was  the  author  of  this  new 
mode  of  life,  was  born  in  Egypt,  of  wealthy  and 
virtuous  parents.  Having  one  day  heard  these 
words  read  in  the  Church — "If  you  wish  to  be 
perfect,  sell  all  that  you  have,  give  it  to  the  poor, 
and  you  shall  have  a  treasure  in  heaven"  he  fol- 
lowed this  counsel  to  the  letter,  and  then  retired 
into  the  wilderness.  His  bed  was  a  mat,  or  the 
bare  ground.  He  eat  but  once  a  day,  after  sun- 
set, and  his  meal  was  only  bread  and  water ;  he 
wore  nothing  but  a  cloth  of  hair,  and  a  mantle  of 
skins.  After  he  had  lived  a  long  time  in  this 
manner  in  the  deserts  of  Thebais,  God  granted 
him  the  gift  of  miracles,  which  quickly  drew 
about  him  a  crowd  of  disciples  for  whom  he 
found  it  necessary  to  build  a  number  of  monas- 
taries.  These  hermits,  trained  by  such  a  mas- 
ter became  as  remarkable  for  their  virtues  as  the 
martyrs  had  been  before  them. 

Ques.  What  sort  of  life  was  led  by  these  an- 
cient hermits? 

Ans.  Their  object  was  to  follow  the  evangelical 
counsels,  that  is,  Poverty,  Obedience,  and  perfect 
Chastity.  To  ensure  these,  four  means  were 
used — solitude,  labor,  fasting,  and  prayer. 
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The  deserts  in  which  they  dwelt  were  places 
not  only  without  inhabitants,  but  incapable  of 
supporting  any,  being  only  barren  plains  and 
sterile  rocks.  There  they  built  wretched  cells 
out  of  wood  or  reeds.  Their  labor  was  contin- 
uous, it  consisted  in  making  mats,  or  baskets  of 
rushes,  which  they  sold,  and  gave  the  money  to 
the  poor.  They  fasted  all  the  year  except  on 
Sundays  and  during  the  paschal  time,  and  this 
spare  diet  instead  of  injuring  their  health  im- 
proved it,  and  mad  e  them  generally  live  to  a  great 
old  age.  They  met  twice  a  day  to  pray  together, 
and  each  time  recited  twelve  psalms,  followed  by 
a  chapter  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  rest  of 
the  day  they  prayed  at  their  work,  shut  up  in 
their  cells.  In  fine  they  were  all  as  obedient  to 
their  superiors,  as  children. 

The  communities  were  very  numerous  j  some- 
times they  amounted  to  many  thousand  members 
under  the  direction  of  a  single  Abbot.  From 
Thebais,  where  they  first  began,  they  quickly 
spread  into  Palestine,  Syria,  Greece,  and  all  the 
East. 

Such  were  the  fruits  of  virtue  produced  by  the 
Gospel.  The  Church  has  furnished  examples  as 
rich  as  are  her  precepts,  and  the  holiness  of  her 
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doctrine  is  proved  by  the   numberless   saints  it 
has  produced. 

Ques.  What  new  assaults  did  the  Devil  make 
upon  the  Church,  when  he  had  failed  to  over- 
come her  by  persecutions  ? 

Ans.  Seeing  his  idols  overthrown  he  en- 
deavoured to  disturb  the  church  by  many  schisms 
and  heresies  which  continued  to  distract  her  for 
more  than  four  hundred  years ;  but  these  new 
troubles  only  served  her  for  new  triumphs. 

Ques.  What  was  the  heresy  of  Arius,  and 
how  was  it  condemned? 

Ans.  Arius  was  a  priest  of  Alexandria,  who 
maintained  that  the  Son  of  God  was  not  equal  to 
his  Father.  This  doctrine,  which  was  before 
that  time  unknown,  gave  great  scandal.  It  was 
repelled  with  horror,  and  cried  out  against  as  im- 
pious and  blasphemous.  Still,  Arius  had  his 
followers. 

The  Emperor,  informed  of  the  progress  of  this 
heresy, by  the  advice  of  many  bishops,  called  a  gen^ 
eral,  or  oecumenical  council,  in  325.  The  Bishops 
were  speedily  assembled  at  Nice,  to  the  number 
of  318.     Osius,  bishop  of  Cordova,  and  legate 
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of  Pope  St.  Sylvester  presided.  Never  was 
there  a  more  venerable  assembly.  Many  of  its 
members  were  illustrious  saints  who  still  bore 
the  scars  of  wounds  which  they  had  received 
for  the  faith  in  the  last  persecution. 

The  appointed  day  having  come,  all  the  bish- 
ops met  together  in  a  large  hall,  where  they  were 
joined  by  Constantine  himself,  who  shewed  the 
greatest  respect  for  this  august  assembly.  Arius 
was  made  to  come  forth  and  he  had  the  audacity 
to  advance  and  maintain  his  blasphemies  in  pres- 
ence of  the  council.  The  fathers  were  all  so 
much  horrified  that  they  stopt  their  ears.  Upon 
the  testimony  of  the  Scriptures  and  Tradition,  it 
was  declared  that  Jesus  Christ  is  equal  to  his 
Father,  the  same  true  God  in  substance  and  in 
nature,  with  God  himself.  To  express  this  point 
clearly,  they  made  use  of  the  word  Consubstantial, 
which  became  the  distinctive  mark  of  Catholics. 

The  council  then  drew  up  a  solemn  profession 
of  Faith,  so  well  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Nicene  Creed.  The  bishops  pronounced  anathe- 
ma against  Arius,  whereupon  the  Emperor  or- 
dered him  and  his  followers  into  exile.  Such 
was  the  result  of  this  celebrated  council,  which 
has  always  been  held  in  the  greatest  veneration 
by  the  church. 
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Ques.     Did  the  Arians  submit  to  this  condem- 
nation of  their  errors  P 

Ans.  Error  is  always  deceitful  and  obstinate. 
The  Arians  after  their  defeat,  had  recourse  to 
stratagem.  They  pretended  to  admit  the  Nicene 
Creed,  and  thus  obtained  their  recall  from  exile. 
They  afterwards  labored  to  prejudice  the  Emperor 
against  the  Catholic  bishops.  St.  Athanasius, 
bishop  of  Alexandria  was  their  strongest  adver- 
sary. In  the  year  341  they  succeeded  in  driving 
him  away  from  his  church,  and  by  main  force 
placed  in  it  an  intruder  who  distinguished  himself 
by  his  violence  and  cruelty  against  the  Catholics. 

Constantius,  the  son  and  successor  of  Constan- 
tine,  took  part  with  the  Arians.  He  wished  to 
give  a  triumph  to  their  cause,  and  with  this  view 
assembled  a  council  at  Rimini  in  349.  As  long 
as  the  bishops  were  free,  they  declared  their  be- 
lief in  the  Nicene  Creed,  and  condemned  Arian- 
ism.  But  the  Emperor,  dissatisfied  with  their 
decision,  sent  one  of  his  officers,  who,  by  in- 
trigue and  threats,  obliged  the  bishops  to  sign  a 
formula  of  faith  in  which  the  word,  consubstan- 
Hal,  was  omitted.  This  formula  was  good  as  far 
as  it  went,  but  by  leaving  out  the  word,  consub- 
stantial,  it  did  not  fully  express  the  belief  of  the 
Church. 
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The  Arians  considered  this  a  great  triumph  1 
as  if  their  heresy  had  really  been  adopted.  But 
the  bishops  who  subscribed  the  formula^  seeing 
the  false  meaning  which  the  Arians  put  upon  h\ 
complained  loudly  of  their  conduct,  and  declared 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Nicene  Creed, 
Moreover,  Pope  Liberius  and  all  the  bishops 
throughout  the  Christian  world,  stood  up  with 
all  their  might  against  this  scandal. 

Thus  neither  fraud  nor  violence  could  alter 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  truth  triumphed  over  false- 
hood in  spite  of  a  prince  who  gave  himself  up  to 
the  Arian  faction,  and  did  all  he  could  in  its 
favor. 

Ques.  Did  not  the  Emperor  Julian  endeavor 
to  restore  the  worship  of  idols  ? 

Ans.  This  apostate  prince,  not  content  with 
having  abandoned  the  Christian  Religion,  under- 
took also  to  destroy  it.  In  order  to  give  the  lie 
to  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  year  363,  he  attempted 
to  rebuild  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  but  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  most  striking  miracles,  to  give  it 
up,  so  that  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  w7ere  veri- 
fied, that  not  one  stone  should  be  left  upon  another. 

Defeated,  but  not  becoming  wiser,  Julian  only 
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pursued  his  plan  of  persecution  with  the  greater 
ardour.  He  widened  the  division  between  the 
Catholics  and  heretics, — he  stript  the  clergy  of 
their  goods  and  their  privileges,  in  order,  as  he 
said,  to  make  them  practise  evangelical  poverty. 
He  extorted  money  from  the  Christians  to  repair 
the  temples  of  the  idols,  he  admitted  none  of  them 
into  any  office,  nor  even  permitted  them  to  defend 
themselves  before  the  courts  of  Justice.  "  Your 
religion,"  said  he  in  derision,  "  forbids  you  to  go 
to  law." 

In  line,  he  forbade  all  Christians  to  be  instructed 
in  literature  and  the  human  sciences,  saying  that 
they  ought  to  remain  in  ignorance,  and  believe 
without  reasoning.  This  kind  of  persecution 
would  have  been  more  fatal  to  the  Church  than 
the  cruelties  of  Nero  and  Diocletian,  had  not  God 
defeated  the  infernal  project  by  the  early  death 
of  Julian. 

Ques.  Who  are  the  principal  Doctors  whom 
God  raised  up  in  the  fourth  century,  to  illustrate 
and  defend  his  Church? 

Ans.  After  St.  Athanasius,  who  was,  during 
a  long  life,  the  scourge  of  Arianism,  and  the 
chief  defence  of  the  Catholic  Faith,   we  count. 
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first,  St.  Martin,  bishop  of  Tours,  who  by  his 
miracles,  still  more  than  by  his  preaching,  finish- 
ed the  destruction  of  Paganism  in  France.  Se- 
condly, St.  John  Chrysostom,  bishop  of  Constan- 
tinople, distinguished  by  his  eloquence  and  apos- 
tolic zeal  for  the  correction  of  abuses.  Thirdly, 
St.  Ambrose,  bishop  of  Milan,  and  St.  Hilary, 
bishop  of  Poictiers,  who  resisted  with  the  great- 
est firmness  those  princes  who  protected  heresy, 
and  who  prevented  Arianism  from  being  estab- 
lished in  the  West.  Fourthly,  St.  Basil,  bishop 
of  Cassarea,  in  Gappadocia,  and  St.  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  whose  virtues  and  labors  contributed 
so  much  to  the  downfall  of  that  heresy  in  the 
East. 

Ques.  Give  us  a  more  particular  account  of 
St.  Basil  and  St.  Gregory  Nazianzen  ? 

Ans.  These  two  Saints  were  very  strictly 
united.  Their  friendship  had  commenced  from 
the  time  they  made  their  studies  at  Athens.  St. 
Gregory  himself  gives  us  an  account  of  it  in  the 
following  words : 

u  We  had,"  says  he,  "  the  same  object  in  view, 
and  that  object  was  virtue.  We  mutually  exhorted 
each  other  to  piety.     We   held   no  intercourse 
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with  such  of  our  fellow-students  as  were  irregu- 
lar in  their  conduct ;  and  we  kept  company  with 
none  but  those  who  could  improve  us  in  the  prac- 
tice of  doing  good.  We  knew  but  two  streets  in 
Athens,  that  to  the  Church  and  that  to  the  schools. 
As  to  those  which  led  to  the  theatre,  and  places 
of  profane  amusement,  they  were  uterly  un- 
known to  us." 

What  better  example  can  be  set  before  young 
people,  than  the  conduct  of  these  two  Saints  ? 
How  happy  are  those  who  form  no  connections 
in  their  youth  but  such  as  excite  them  to  virtue, 
and  who  early  learn  the  vanity  of  the  pleasures 
and  amusements  of  this  world ! 

Ques.  Tell  us  of  the  heresy  of  the  Macedo- 
nians. 

Ans.  Out  of  the  ashes  of  Arianism,  sprang 
up  another  heresy,  which  denied  the  divinity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  It  started  with  Macedonius, 
who  had  got  possession  of  the  See  of  Constanti- 
nople. When  the  Arians  began  to  go  down,  the 
Macedonians  came  into  favor.  Their  manners 
were  grave,  and  their  way  of  life  austere.  Un- 
der this  appearance  of  piety  they  gained  ground 
and   made   many   followers.     But  the  Emperor 
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Theodosius,  a  prince  as  pious  as  he  was  brave, 
strongly  opposed  this  error.  He  began  by  pub- 
lishing a  law,  in  which  he  laid  down  communion 
with  the  Roman  Church  as  a  sure  mark  of  Ca- 
tholicity. Then  to  silence  the  heretics  complete- 
ly, he  invited  all  the  bishops  of  the  East  to  as- 
semble at  Constantinople.  The  opening  of  the 
Council  was  accompanied  with  great  solemnity. 
At  first  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  back  the 
Macedonians  to  the  Faith ;  but  they  obstinately 
refused  to  return,  and  withdrew  from  the  Coun-  !j 

cil,  which  then  treated  them  as  open  heretics. 
The  Nicene  Creed  was  confirmed,  and  those 
wrords  added  to  it  wThich  speak  of,  and  relate  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Theodosius  received  this  de- 
cision as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  God  him- 
self, and  made  a  law  in  support  of  it.  Although 
this  Council  was  composed  of  bishops  only  from 
the  East,  yet,  the  approbation  afterwards  given 
to  it  by  the  Pope  and  the  Western  bishops  puts 
it  in  the  class  of  the  oecumenical  councils.  It 
was  held  in  the  year  381. 

Ques.      What   schism   disturbed  the  African 
Church  during  the  fourth  century  ? 

Ans.     The  schism  of  the  Donatists.     It  related 
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at  first  only  to  the  question  whether  Cecilian> 
bishop  of  Carthage,  had  been  lawfully  ordained* 
Certain  bishops,  headed  by  one  Donatus,  pre- 
tended lhat  his  ordination  was  not  lawful.  The 
question  being  submitted  to  the  Pope,  he  decided 
it  in  favor  of  Cecilian ;  but  Donatus  and  his  par- 
ty refused  to  give  up  the  point,  and  their  obstin- 
acy soon  settled  into  rage.  They  got  possession 
of  the  churches  by  main  force,  and  destroyed  the 
altars  and  sacred  vessels.  They  went  so  far  as 
to  re-baptise  persons  by  force,  and  if  any  resist- 
ed they  met  with  the  most  cruel  treatment. 

St.  Augustin,  bishop  of  Hippo,  took  the  great- 
est trouble  to  bring  back  the  Donatists  within 
the  bosom  of  the  Church ;  he  succeeded  in  con- 
verting a  great  many  of  them,  but  the  rest  only 
became  more  furious.  They  laid  snares  for  him, 
and  this  great  bishop  would  have  perished  by 
their  hands  if  he  had  not  been  protected  by  a 
special  Providence  which  destined  him  to  become 
a  great  light  of  the  Church. 

The  Catholic  bishops,  distressed  at  these  evils, 
proposed  to  settle  them  by  a  conference,  and  the 
emperor,  Theodosius  the  younger,  approved  the 
plan.  All  the  African  bishops,  as  well  Donatists 
as  Catholics,  were  ordered  to  meet   at  Carthage. 
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Seven  bishops  were  chosen  from  each  side  to 
confer  together  in  the  name  of  all  the  rest.  On 
this  occasion  the  Catholic  bishops,  to  the  number 
of  nearly  three  hundred,  gave  a  fine  example  of 
generosity.  They  offered  to  give  up  their  places 
to  the  Donatists,  provided  these  were  really  wil- 
ling to  put  a  stop  to  the  schism,  and  re-unite 
themselves  to  the  Church.  St.  Augustin,  who 
had  persuaded  his  colleagues  to  this  generous 
course,  was  one  of  the  seven  bishops  chosen  by 
the  Catholics. 

Every  thing  went  on  in  the  best  order.  Au- 
gustin, in  support  of  the  Catholic  rights,  proved 
by  evidence  that  there  was  no  lawful  reason  for 
interrupting  the  unity  of  the  Church ;  and  that 
the  Donatists  had  nothing  to  do,  in  order  to  fol- 
low the  path  of  safety,  but  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  that  Church.  The  schismatical  bishops  had 
no  solid  reasons  to  object  against  the  arguments 
of  St.  Augustin ;  and  the  people,  who  saw  how 
completely  the  error  was  exposed  in  this  cele- 
brated conference,  opened  their  eyes  at  last,  and 
from  that  time  came  back  in  crowds  to  the  true 
Church.     (A.  D.  411.) 

Ques.    What  was  the  heresy  of  the  Pelagians  ? 
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Ans.      The   schism   of   the   Donatists   being 
ended,  the  Church  saw  herself  attacked  by  new 
enemies.     Pelagius  was  their  chief.     He  was  a 
man  of  a  keen  mind,  cunning,  and  deceitful,  who 
knew  how  to  alter  words   without  changing  his 
opinions.     He  denied  original  sin,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ.     He  contended 
that  man,  without  any  grace,  and  left  to  himself, 
could  fulfill  the  commandments   of  God.     This 
profane  invention  was  refuted  with  great  power 
by  St.  Augustin.     By  his  care  a  council  was  held 
at  Carthage,  which  condemned  Pelagius  and  his 
followers.     The  bishops  of  this  council  wrote  to 
the  Pope,    St.   Innocent,    who    confirmed   their 
sentence,  and  excommunicated  the  Pelagians,  in 
the  year  418.     After  this  decree   of  the  Pope, 
St.  Augustin    supposed  the  matter  was  ended. 
"  Rome  has  spoken,"  said  this  holy  doctor,  "  she 
has  confirmed  the  decree  of  the  bishops  ;  the  dis- 
pute is  ended,  God  grant  the  error  may  be  too." 
But  the  hope  of  St.  Augustin  was  not  fulfilled. 
Pelagius  and  his  party   thought   less  of  yielding 
than  of  wiping  out  the  disgrace  of  their  condemna- 
tion.    They  threw  off  all  disguise   and  called  a 
general  council ;  but  St  Augustin  showed  that 
this  call  was  out  of  place,  and  that  the  assembled 
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church  could  do  nothing  but  confirm  what  had 
been  decided  by  the  bishops  of  Africa,  and  rati- 
fied by  the  Pope,  and  that  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  examining  into  heresy,  but  only  with  put- 
ting it  down. 

Ques.  After  the  defeat  of  the  Pelagians,  had 
the  Church  any  new  attacks  to  repel  ? 

Ans.  The  spirit  of  error  and  falsehood  as  we 
have  seen,  had  in  various  ways  attacked  the  Ca- 
tholic faith.  Manes  had  denied  the  union  of  three 
persons  in  one  God — Arius  had  denied  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  God — Macedonius  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  God3 — and  Pelagius  that  the  Redeem- 
er's grace  was  necessary  to  our  salvation.  That 
same  spirit  next  attempted  to  disprove  the  Incar- 
nation of  our  Saviour,  and  the  divine  Mother- 
hood of  the  Blessed  Virgin  5  and  for  these  purposes 
it  made  use  of  the  Nestorians  and  Eutychians. 

Ques.  What  was  the  heresy  of  the  Nestori- 
ans? 

Ans.  The  Catholic  Church  had  always  be- 
lieved that  in  Jesus  Christ  the  divine*  nature  and 
the  human  nature  are.  united  in  one  single  per- 
son of  whom  the  Blessed   Virgin  is  truly  the 
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Mother.  Nestorius,  bishop  of  Constantinople, 
held  that  there  were  two  persons  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  that  consequently  the  Blessed  Virgin  could 
not  be  called  mother  of  God,  but  only  mother  of 
Christ.  The  first  time  that  these  blasphemies 
were  heard  in  the  Church,  the  faithful  fled  away 
so  as  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  author. 
St.  Cyril,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  stood  up  strong- 
ly against  these  new  errors,  and  denounced  them 
to  Pope  St.  Celestin.  The  Sovereign  Pontiff,  or 
Pope,  after  examining  the  doctrine  of  Nestorius, 
condemned  it,  and  threatened  to  cut  him  off  from 
the  Church  if  he  did  not  submit  to  her  judgment. 
Nestorius,  so  far  from  submitting,  only  became 
more  headstrong  in  spreading  his  error.  This  ob- 
stinacy obliged  the  bishops  to  assemble  at  Ephe- 
sus,  where  two  hundred  of  them  met.  St.  Cy- 
ril, as  legate  of  the  Pope,  presided  over  this 
council,  which  was  the  third  oecumenical  one, 
and  held  in  the  year  431.  The  errors  of  Nes- 
torius were  condemned,  and  the  Holy  Virgin 
solemnly  declared  to  be  the  Mother  of  God. 
The  impious  Nestorius  was  deposed  and  exiled 
into  Egypt.  His  tongue,  which  had  uttered  such 
blasphemies  against  Mary,  rotted  in  his  mouth} 
and  he  died  in  the  greatest  misery. 
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Ques.  What  was  the  heresy  of  the  Eutychi- 
ans? 

Ans.  The  error  of  Nestorius  gave  rise  to 
another  which  followed  close  after  it.  Eutychi- 
us, superior  of  a  monastery  near  Constantinople, 
in  opposing  the  Nestorians,  went  astray  himself. 
He  taught  that  in  Jesus  Christ  there  is  but  one 
nature,  an  error  quite  contrary  to  that  of  Nesto- 
rius. St.  Flavian,  bishop  of  Constantinople,  hav- 
ing tried  in  vain  to  bring  back  Eutychius  by  gen- 
tle means,  at  last  condemned  him  and  took  away 
the  government  of  the  monastery  from  him.  The 
innovator,  instead  of  giving  up,  tried  to  support 
himself  by  open  force ;  but,  with  the  aid  of  the 
pious  Emperor  Marcian,  the  Pope,  St.  Leo,  put 
a  stop  to  the  error.  He  called  a  fourth  oecumen- 
ical council  at  Chalcedon,  where  the  bishops  as- 
sembled to  the  number  of  six  hundred  and  thirty. 

Saint  Leo  being  unable  to  come,  sent  three  le- 
gates who  presided  in  his  name.  The  letter  of 
St.  Leo  condemning  the  heresy  of  Eutychius, 
was  read,  and  unanimously  approved.  "  We  all 
believe  the  same  way,"  (exclaimed  the  bishops  ;) 
"  it  is  Peter  himself  who  has  spoken  by  the  mouth 
of  Leo ;  anathema,  to  him  who  does  not  believe 
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the  same."  The  Emperor  assisted  in  person  at 
the  next  session,  and  he  declared,  in  example  of 
Constantine,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  this 
holy  assembly  except  to  support  its  decisions  by 
his  imperial  authority. 

Ques.  Who  were  the  principal  defenders  God 
gave  to  his  Church  at  the  end  of  this  second 
epoch  ? 

Ans.  The  most  illustrious  are  1st — St.  Cyril 
of  Alexandria,  whose  zeal  was  exerted  against  the 
Nestorians.  2nd — St.  Jerome,  celebrated  for  his 
profound  learning,  and  for  his  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  (known  by  the  name  of  the  Vulgate,) 
and  for  his  open  warfare  against  the  heretics  of 
his  time.  3rd — St.  Augustin,  one  of  the  finest 
geniuses  the  world  has  ever  seen:  he  was  the 
pattern  of  bishops,  the  scourge  of  heresy,  and 
the  most  brilliant  light  of  the  Church.  4th — 
Pope  St.  Leo,  who,  armed  with  an  invisible  pow- 
er, greater  than  all  human  strength,  saved  Rome 
and  Italy  from  the  fury  of  Attila,  King  of  the 
Huns. 
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THIRD    EPOCH — From    the     baptism    or 
Clovis,    in  the  year  of  our  Lord  496,  to 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  MaHOMET,    IN  THE  YEAR  622, 
BEING  126  YEARS. 

Ques.  What  was  the  occasion  of  the  conver- 
sion of  Clovis? 

Ans.  Clovis,  king  of  the  Franks,  was  yet  a 
Pagan  when  he  married  Clotilda,  a  Christian  prin- 
cess of  great  piety.  This  virtuous  queen  spoke 
often  to  him  of  Jesus  Christ ;  the  king  listened 
willingly,  but  was  slow  in  believing. .  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Germans  had  crossed  the  Rhine, 
bent  on  the  conquest  of  France.  Clovis  met 
them  and  gave  battle  on  the  plains  of  Tolbiac, 
near  Juliers;  but  the  Germans  sustained  his  at- 
tack with  courage,  and  the  French  quickly  be- 
gan to  give  way'and  break  their  ranks.  In  this 
extremity  Clovis  remembered  the  advice  of  his 
wife,  and  cried  out — "  God,  whom  Clotilda  adores, 
assist  me  !  if  thou  givest  me  the  victory  I  will  have 
no  other  God  but  thee."  At  that  instant  the  vic- 
tory turned  in  favor  of  the  French,  the  Germans 
took  to  flight,  and  were  cut  to  pieces. 

No  one  could  doubt  but  that  this  victory  came 
from  heaven,  and  the  warlike  nation  of  the  Franks 
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were  convinced  that  the  God  of  Clotilda  was  the 
true  God  of  hosts.  Clovis  returned  to  Rheims 
with  his  troops.  Instructed  by  St.  Remi,  bishop 
of  that  city,  he  assembled  his  soldiers,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  quit  their  idols  and  worship  that 
God  to  whom  they  owed  their  victory.  From  all 
sides  they  cried  out — "  We  renounce  our  mortal 
gods,  we  are  ready  to  adore  the  true  God." 

The  king  received  baptism,  and  with  him  more 
than  three  thousand  of  his  army,  the  greater  part 
of  whom  were  officers.  The  conversion  of  Clo- 
vis spread  joy  throughout  the  Christian  world. 
He  was  the  only  monarch  then  a  Catholic.  From 
the  time  that  he  embraced  the  Faith,  he  never 
ceased  to  defend  it ;  an  example  his  successors 
have  imitated  for  twelve  hundred  years,  and 
which  has  won  for  them  the  title  of  Most  Chris- 
tian Kings. 

Ques.  What  holy  men  then  illustrated  the 
Church  by  the  splendor  of  their  lives  and  mira- 
cles? 

Ans.  Besides  St.  Remi,  who  was  the  Apostle 
of  France,  and  St.  GenevieVe,  patroness  of  Paris, 
we  distinguish,  among  others,  St.  Benedict,  who 
was  born  in  Italy.    God,  who  destined  him  to  be 
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the  father  of  monastic  life  in  the  west,  put  the 
design  into  his  heart,  to  retire,  while  still  young, 
into  a  cave  which  served  him  for  a  dwelling. 
After  three  years  of  retreat  he  was  discovered, 
and  so  many  disciples  flocked  around  him  that  he 
was  obliged  to  build  twelve  monasteries  for 
them.     (A.  D.  528.) 

The  principal  establishment  of  St.  Benedict 
was  the  monastery  of  Mount  Cassino,  which  be- 
came the  centre  of  his  order.  When  the  holy 
Abbot  first  went  thither,  there  remained  upon 
this  mountain  a  temple  of  Apollo,  whom  the 
neighbouring  people  still  worshipped.  Benedict 
broke  up  both  idol  and  altar,  and  converted  these 
poor  people.  God  granted  to  his  servant  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  showed  his  sanctity  by  a  great 
number  of  miracles. 

St.  Benedict  has  left  to  his  disciples  a  very 
admirable  rule,  which  almost  all  the  Western 
monks  profess  to  follow. 

Ques.  On  what  account  was  the  fifth  general 
council  held  ? 

Ans.  It  was  held  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  three  chapters.  After  the  death  of  the  Em- 
peror Marcian,  the  Eutychian  party  rose  up  in 
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Egypt,  and  committed  great  violences.  They  la- 
bored to  weaken  the  authority  of  the  council  of 
Chalcedon  by  which  they  had  been  condemned, 
and  this  is  the  means  by  which  they  endeavored 
to  do  it.  In  the  time  of  Nestorius  there  had  ap- 
peared three  works  in  favour  of  that  heresiarch. 
These  three  works,  which  were  called  the  three 
chapters,  were  objectionable;  but  two  of  their 
authors  seemed  to  have  sufficiently  retracted,  in 
condemning  Nestorius  in  the  council  of  Chalce- 
don. 

The  Eutychians  who  were  anxious  to  discredit 
this  council,  tried  to  get  up  a  party  against  it  on 
account  of  its  not  having  said  any  thing  about  the 
three  chapters,  having  considered  their  authors  as 
orthodox,  which  they  pretended  to  condemn. 
The  Catholics,  though  not  approving  the  doctrine 
contained  in  those  waitings,  feared  to  condemn 
them,  lest  they,  should  appear  to  censure  the  coun- 
cil of  Chalcedon,  and  lest  such  a  condemnation 
might  become  a  matter  of  triumph  for  the  Euty- 
chians. 

At  last  they  determined  to  call  a  second  coun- 
cil at  Constantinople,  which  was  the  fifth  of  the 
oecumenical  councils,  and  held  in  the  year  553. 
There  the  three  chapters  were  examined  and  con- 
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demned,  but  without  any  prejudice  to  the  coun- 
cil of  Chalcedon  5  on  the  contrary,  it  was  judged 
to  deserve  the  same  rank  as  those  which  had  been 
held  before  it,  and  to  form  like  them  a  rule  of 
Faith. 

Thus  the  Eutyehians  could  reap  no  advantage 
from  their  undertaking.  For  the  rest,  we  have 
in  the  council  of  Constantinople  a  striking  exam- 
ple of  the  power  of  the  Church  to  condemn 
writings,  to  decide  on  the  meaning  of  books,  and 
to  require  that  the  faithful  should  submit  to  her 
judgment. 

Ques.  Did  the  Church  make  no  conquests 
over  heresy  and  infidelity  in  the  sixth  century  ? 

Ans.  She  made  some  that  were  very  impor- 
tant, and  received  whole  nations  into  her  bosom. 
The  Visigoths  in  Spain,  the  Lombards  in  Italy, 
the  Burgundians  in  France,  abandoned  Arianism 
to  acknowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son  of 
God. 

The  Faith  had  been  preached  in  England  from 
the  second  century ;  but  had  become  extinct  there 
from  the  time  the  Saxon  Idolaters  had  conquered 
that  island.  At  the  end  of  the.  sixth  century 
Pope  Gregory  the  Great  sent  thither  forty  reli- 
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gious  under  charge  of  Augustin  one  of  his  disci- 
ples. The  holy  missionaries  having  landed  in 
the  island,  began  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  moved 
a  great  number  of  idolaters.  The  king  himself, 
astonished  by  their  virtues  and  miracles,  asked  to 
be  baptised,  and  his  conversion  was  followed  by 
that  of  the  greater  part  of  his  subjects.  (A.  D. 
597.) 

To  give  a  form  to  the  new-born  English 
Church,  St.  Augustin,  by  order  of  St.  Gregory, 
was  consecrated  bishop.  His  preaching  was  so 
successful  that  in  one  day  ten  thousand  were 
baptised  at  Canterbury.  As  the  conversions 
increased  the  Pope  sent  over  new  missionaries. 
He  had  some  English  youths  brought  to  Rome  to 
be  instructed  in  the  monasteries,  that  they  might 
be  sent  back  to  promote  the  Christian  Religion 
in  their  own  country.  It  was  thus  that  this 
great  island  was  gained  to  Jesus  Christ. 


■:o:- 


FOURTH    EPOCH— Comprising  178  years, 

FROM  THE  YEAR  OF  J.  C.  622,  TO  THE  COR- 
ONATION of  Charlemagne  in  800. 

Ques.     What  were  the  origin  and  progress  of 
Mahometanism  ? 
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Ans.  In  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century 
the  Devil  wanted  a  kingdom  of  which  he  should 
be  the  sole  master ;  and  as  it  was  in  the  Eastern 
Church  that  heresies  and  schisms  had  so  well 
succeeded,  up  to  that  time,  it  was  also  in  that 
Church  that  God,  by  a  just  effect  of  his  wrath, 
permitted  Satan  to  carry  out  the  destructive 
scheme  which  he  proposed.  Mahomet  was  the 
instrument  the  evil  spirit  made  use  of  to  give  re- 
ligion the  deepest  wounds  it  had  ever  received. 

This  extraordinary  man  was  descended  from 
Ismael,  son  of  Abraham;  he  was  born  at  Mecca, 
of  a  Pagan  father  and  a  Jewish  mother.  It  was 
only  at  the  age  of  forty  that  he  began  to  act  the 
prophet,  and  declare  publicly  that  he  was  sent  by 
God.  His  countrymen,  who  knew;  him  to  be  a 
dissipated  fellow,  would  not  believe  in  his  pre- 
tended mission,  and  wished  to  arrest  him.  But 
Mahomet  fled  to  Medina,  with  some  followers, 
who  assisted  him  in  taking  that  city.  The  reli- 
gion which  he  preached  was  a  monstrous  mixture 
of  Judaism,  Christianity  and  Paganism. 

As  this  impostor  knew  neither  how  to  read  or 
write,  he  had  his  doctrine  written  down  by  an 
apostate  monk,  and  to  the  book  which  con- 
tained it  gave  the  name  of  Al  Koran,  or,  the  Koran, 
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which  means,  the  book  above  books.  He  was 
subject  to  attacks  of  epilepsy,  and  made  the  fits 
pass  for  extasies  occasioned  by  visits  of  the  angel 
Gabriel.  When  asked  for  miracles  to  prove  his 
mission,  his  reply  was  that  he  was  not  sent  to  per- 
form miracles,  but  to  spread  religion  by  the  sword. 
In  fact  a  troop  of  strolling  soldiers  and  robbers 
having  joined  him,  he  began  to  rob  the  Caravans 
and  then  marched  against  Mecca,  which  he  took. 
He  afterwards  subjected  all  the  different  countries 
of  Arabia,  forcing  the  people  to  adopt  his  new 
religion.  His  successors  continued  his  conquest, 
and  rushed  like  a  torrent  over  Asia  and  Africa 
where  they  did  incurable  harm  to  Christianity. 

Ques.     In  what   did  the  heresy  of  the  Mono- 
thelites  consist  ? 

Ans.  The  Monothelites  wrere  a  remnant  of 
Eutychians  in  disguise,  who,  since  their  condemn- 
ation, had  not  dared  to  say  there  was  but  one 
nature  in  Jesus  Christ,  but  confined  themselves 
to  the  ground  that  there  was  but  one  will  in  him. 
'This  new  error  was  combatted  chiefly  by  Pope 
St.  Martin  and  by  the  holy  abbot  Maximan 
whose  zeal  for  the  Faith  cost  them  both  their 
liberty  and  their  lives. 
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The  Eastern  church  was  troubled  by  the  Mon- 
othelites  up  to  the  reign  of  Constantine-Pogona- 
tus,  who  called  together  six  hundred  and  eighty 
bishops  in  council  at  Constantinople.  This  coun- 
cil, which  was  the  sixth  general  one,  anathema- 
tised the  authors  of  this  new  sect;  it  shortly  went 
down,  and  peace  was  restored  to  the  church. 

Ques.  In  all  these  losses  had  Religion  no  sub- 
ject of  consolation  ? 

Ans.  The  torch  of  the  Faith,  like  the  sun, 
never  leaves  one  country  but  to  shine  upon  ano- 
ther: as  religion  became  weaker  in  the  East, 
whether  by  heresy  or  the  sword  of  the  Mahom- 
etans, it  increased  towards  the  North  by  means 
of  the  apostical  labours  of  many  holy  missiona- 
ries. Of  these  the  most  celebrated  was  St.  Bo- 
niface, Archbishop  of  Mayence.  All  Germany, 
and  Bavaria  in  particular,  felt  the  effects  of  his 
zeal.  He  had  found  it  nearly  all  idolatrous,  he 
made  it  almost  wholly  christian.  Every  where 
the  temples  of  idols  were  thrown  down,  or  chang- 
ed into  churches  of  the  true  God.  St.  Boniface, 
after  twenty-five  years  of  toil,  got  the  usual  reward 
of  apostolical  missionaries.  He  received  the 
crown  of  a  martyr  in  755,  and  God  glorified  his 
servant  by  a  great  many  miracles. 
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Ques.  At  the  close  of  this  epoch  did  not  the 
Church  meet  a  new  danger  from  the  Iconoclasts  ? 

Ans.  The  heresy  of  the  Iconoclasts,  or  Im- 
age-breakers, which  sprang  up  in  the  eighth  cen- 
tury, was  the  more  dangerous  because  the  head 
of  it  was  a  prince.  Leo  the  Isaurian  had  won 
the  throne  by  his  warlike  qualities.  Although 
very  ignorant  in  point  of  learning  and  religion,  he 
wished  nevertheless  to  set  himself  up  for  a  re- 
former. 

Taking  it  into  his  head  that  the  respect  for 
sacred  images  was  an  idolatry,  he  undertook  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and  ordered  all  the  images  of 
Jesus  Christ,  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  the  Saints, 
to  be  taken  from  the  churches.  This  stired  up 
the  whole  land,  but  Leo,  who  had  the  power  on 
his  side,  drove  into  exile  or  put  to  death  all  who 
dared  to  lift  their  voices  for  the  truth.  Constan- 
tin  Copronymus,  his  son  and  successor  persecuted 
the  Catholics  with  still  gtreater  fury,  and  gave 
them  to  suffer  all  sorts  of  outrages  and   torments. 

The  bloody  heresy  of  the  Iconoclasts  ravaged 
the  Eastern  church  up  to  the  reign  of  the  em- 
press Irene.  When  this  princess  came  to  the 
throne  she  demanded  of  Pope  Adrian  to  call  a 
general  council^  which  was  the  seventh.     It  was 
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held  at  Nice  in  787,  and  declared  that  it  was  a 
pious  thing  to  honor  sacred  images,  since  the  res- 
pect we  show  them  relates  to  the  object  which 
they  represent. 

Ques.  What  services  did  Charlemagne  render 
to  the  Church  ? 

Ans.  Charlemagne,  king  of  France,  employed 
his  power  constantly  in  extending  the  kingdom  of 
Jesus  Christ.  He  helped  the  bishops  to  re-estab- 
lish ecclesiastical  discipline  ;  he  protected  the 
Popes  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Lombards  ; 
he  drove  back  the  Saxon  invaders,  and  having  con- 
quered them  after  a  war  of  thirty  years,  brought 
them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 

When  he  first  ascended  the  throne,  all  France 
was  darkened  by  ignorance — there  were  neither 
teachers  nor  public  schools.  Charlemagne,  who 
knew  how  dangerous  ignorance  might  be  to  reli- 
gion, undertook  to  review  the  study  of  letters. 
He  therefore  drew  to  his  states,  by  liberal  offers, 
the  best  educated  men  of  other  countries,  and  gave 
them  public  schools  in  the  principal  towns  and 
largest  abbeys  of  the  kingdom.  He  established 
one  within  the  bounds  of  his  own  palace,  and  this 
great  prince,  to  give   an  example  of  application, 
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was  not  ashamed  sometimes  to  descend  from  his 
throne  and  receive  instruction  with  the  young 
princes,  his  children. 

It  is  believed  that  this  was  the  cradle  of  the 
University  of  Paris,  the  most  ancient  and  cele- 
brated in  Europe. 


■:o:- 


FIFTH  EPOCH— Embracing  299  years,  from 

THE  CROWNING  OF  CHARLEMAGNE,  IN  THE 
YEAR  OF  J.  C.  800,  TO  THE  FIRST  CrUSADE, 
IN    THE   YEAR  J.  C.   1099. 

Ques.  How  did  Religion  acknowledge  the 
services  of  Charlemagne  ? 

Ans.  Charlemagne  was  master  of  nearly  all 
the  provinces  which  had  belonged  to  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  West.  Germany,  France,  a  great 
part  of  Spain,  and  of  Italy,  were  subject  to  him. 
He  lacked  nothing  of  being  Emperor  but  the  title. 
Pope  Leo  III  and  the  Romans  thought  they  could 
not  better  repay  his  signal  services  to  the  Church, 
than  by  bestowing  on  him  the  Imperial  crown. 
Charlemagne  distinguished  himself  by  redoubled 
zeal  for  the  good  of  his  people,   and  for  the  sup- 
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pression  of  vice.     He  died  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in  the  year  814,  full  of  glory  and  of  virtue. 

Ques.  Did  not  the  ambition  of  Photius  dis- 
turb the  peace  which  the  Church  enjoyed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth  century  ? 

Ans.  Photius  was  a  man  full  of  learning  and 
talents ;  but  he  made  them  fatal  both  to  the  Church 
and  to  himself  by  his  ambition  and  craftiness. 
Upheld  by  a  minister  of  the  Eastern  empire,  who 
was  equally  impious  and  immoral,  he  was  able  to 
drive  from  his  seat  St.  Ignatius,  patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, who  was  renowned  for  his  zeal 
against  iniquity  v  and  he  usurped  his  place  in 
spite  of  all  the  rules  of  the  Church.  The  impos- 
tor wrote  to  Pope  Nicholas  I,  to  acquaint  him 
with  his  promotion,  and  omitted  to  say  nothing 
that  could  make  him  gain  his  favor.  He  pretended 
that  he  had  been  chosen  for  this  high  place  against 
his  own  will — that  he  had  resisted  with  all  his 
might — but  had  been  made  by  force  to  take  it. 
He  added  that  Ignatius  had  freely  resigned,  and 
that  he  had  of  his  own  accord  retired  into  a 
monastery. 

All  these  things  were  nothing  but  falsehoods  5 
for  St,  Ignatius  had  constantly  refused  to  comply 


72  ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY. 

with  the  proceedings,  and  was  "shut  up  in  a  loath- 
some prison,  where  he  was  miserably  treated. 
Nevertheless  he  found  means  to  inform  the  Pope 
of  every  thing  that  had  passed  at  Constantinople. 
The  Pope  wrote  back  orders  for  Ignatius  to  be 
restored  to  his  place,  and  condemning  the  intru- 
sion of  Photius.  But  Photius  suppressed  the  let- 
ers  of  the  Pope  and  forged  others,  in  which  he 
made  him  say  just  the  contrary.  It  was  by  fraud 
and  artifice  that  this  ambitious  wretch  maintained 
himself  for  that  time  in  his  usurpation.  (A.  D. 
861.) 

Ques.  What  was  the  result  of  the  intrigues 
of  Photius  ? 

Ans.  Some  time  after  his  intrusion,  the  Em- 
peror Basil  being  on  the  throne,  things  took  a 
different  turn.  The  usurper  was  driven  from  the 
patriarchal  place,  and  shut  up  in  a  monastery. 
St.  Ignatius,  the  lawful  patriarch,  was  solemnly 
restored  to  his  church,  and  induced  the  Pope  to 
call  a  general  council.  This  council  was  the 
eighth,  and  was  held  at  Constantinople.  The 
Pope  presided  by  his  legates. 

Photius  was  cited  to  appear,  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  him  by  force.     This  hypocrite  acted 
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the  part  of  an  injured  man.  To  most  of  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him  he  gave  no  reply,  and  when  he 
was  compelled  to  speak,  he  borrowed  the  same 
words  that  Jesus  Christ  had  uttered  before  his 
judges  at  the  time  of  his  passion.  He  was  sent 
away  with  indignation.  The  council  excommu- 
nicated both  him  and  his  adherents.  (A.  D.  869) 
The  Pope  confirmed  the  decrees  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  the  Greek  Church  recovered  her  peace  ; 
but  there  remained  in  many  of  her  members  that 
fatal  seed  of  division  which  was  one  day  to  sepa- 
rate her  from  the  Latin  Church. 

Ques.  Had  not  the  Church  much  to  suffer 
from  the  infidel  nations  of  Northern  Europe  ? 

Ans.  In  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  these 
nations,  with  sword  in  hand,  overran  Germany, 
England,  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  leaving  every 
where  marks  of  their  rage  against  Christianity. 
The  arts  and  sciences  were  banished  from  those 
countries,  and  found  refuge  only  in  the  monas- 
teries. 

Here  many  copies  wrere  made  of  those  ancient 
works  that  had  escaped  the  fury  of  the  barbari- 
ans ;  precious  monuments,  that  would  have  per- 
ished for  ever,  if  the  Church  had  not  taken  pains 
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to  transmit  them  to  posterity.  She  alone  has  pre- 
served a  taste  for  letters,  and  she  alone  has  the 
glory  of  bringing  to  her  obedience  the  war-like 
nations  that  had  desolated  her ;  and  of  taming, 
civilizing,  and  converting  into  docile  children, 
the  most  cruel  of  her  persecutors. 

In  the.  ninth  century,  she  had  successively  con- 
verted the  Danes,  the  Swedes,  the  Poles  and  the 
Russians.  After  them  the  Normans,  who  for  a 
long  time  ravaged  France,  and  who  seemed,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  more  hostile 
than  ever,  all  at  once  opened  their  eyes  to  the 
light,  and  suddenly  changed  their  manners.  (A. 
D.  912.)  It  was  about  the  close  of  the  same  cen- 
tury that  the  Hungarians,  still  more  fierce  than 
the  Normans,  after  having  horribly  laid  waste  the 
churches  of  Germany,  were  converted  by  St. 
Stephen,  their  King  and  Apostle.     (A.  D.  997.) 

This  holy  King  had  a  particular  devotion  for 
the  Mother  of  God,  under  whose  protection  he 
placed  both  his  person  and  his  kingdom  5  an  ex- 
ample that  has  since  been  followed  by  one  of  our 
kings  of  France. 

Ques.     By  what  heresy  was  the  Church  at- 
tacked in  the  eleventh  century  ? 
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Ans.  Berengarius,  Archdeacon  of  Angers,  to 
make  himself  distinguished,  dared  to  attack  a 
mystery  of  religion  that  for  ten  hundred  years 
had  been  regarded  as  sacred;  he  taught  that  the 
body  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  were  not  really 
present  in  the  Eucharist.  There  arose  at  once 
a  general  outcry  against  his  doctrine,  and  from  all 
quarters  the  ancient  belief  of  the  Church  was 
defended  against  this  impious  novelty. 

A  council  wras  assembled  at  Rome,  Berenga- 
rius appeared  before  it,  and  did  not  dare  to  sup- 
port his  error ;  he  retracted,  and  with  his  own 
hands  threw  into  the  fire  the  books  he  had  writ- 
ten against  the  Eucharist.  (A.  D.  1050.)  This 
heresy,  condemned  by  the  author  himself,  was 
buried  for  a  time,  and  never  rose  again  until 
several  centuries  after,  when  it  was  brought  to 
life  by  the  Calvinists. 

Ques.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  Greek 
Schism  ? 

Ans.  The  envy  and  the  ambition  of  the  patri- 
archs of  Constantinople.  For  a  long  time  those 
bishops  looked,  with  a  secret  jealousy,  upon  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  Roman  See,  and  its  author- 
ity over  all  the  churches  of  the  christian  world. 


76 


ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY. 


Michael  Cerularius,  more  ambitious  and  hardy 
than  any  of  his  predecessors,  openly  broke  with 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  separated  himself  from 
that  great  centre  of  religious  unity. 

To  justify  this  scandalous  rupture,  he  renewed 
the  unjust  accusations  and  reproaches,  which 
Photius  had  formerly  urged  against  the  Latins  ; 
such  as  shaving  the  beard — fasting  on  Saturday — 
not  singing  Alleluia  during  lent  &c.  According- 
ly he  forbade  all  communication  with  the  Pope, 
shut  up  all  the  churches  belonging  to  the  Latins 
at  Constantinople,  and  went  so  far  as  to  re-bap- 
tise those  who  had  been  baptised  in  the  Latin 
Church.     (A.  D.  1053.) 

By  means  of  letters,  full  of  deceit,  he  strove  to 
draw  away  from  their  obedience,  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  the  three  patriarchs  of  Jerusalem,  Alexan- 
dria, and  Antioch,  together  with  the  other  bishops 
of  the  East.  His  impositions  succeeded  with  the 
most  of  them,  but  the  schism  did  not  become  general 
for  more  than  a  century  afterwards,  when  the 
Latins  conquered  the  city  and  empire  of  Constan- 
tinople by  arms. 

Ques.  Acquaint  us  with  St,  Bruno  and  his 
companions? 
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Ans,  St.  Bruno  was  the  ablest  writer  of  his 
time.  His  reputation  raised  him  to  be  Rector  of 
the  higher  studies,  in  the  church  of  Rheims,  then 
celebrated  for  its  schools.  But  Bruno,  who  felt 
how  empty  were  human  distinctions,  resolved  to 
retire  into  solitude,  and  there  consecrate  the  rest 
of  his  days  to  penance.  Followed  by  many  of  his 
friends,  also  disgusted  with  the  world,  he  went  to 
St.  Hugh,  bishop  of  Grenoble.  This  good  bishop 
gave  him  a  wild  place  in  his  diocese,  surrounded 
with  rude  mountains  called  the  Chartreuse,  or 
Carthusian  Mountains.  Here  in  the  year  1084, 
Bruno  fixed  him  self  and  his  companions. 

These  new  hermits,  says  a  contemporaneous 
writer,  are  more  like  angels  than  men.  Each  of 
them  has  a  little  cell  with  a  small  yard,  out  of 
which  he  never  goes.  Once  a  week  he  is  fur- 
nished with  bread  and  a  particular  kind  of  herbs. 
Every  one  keeps  perfect  silence,  and  asks  only 
by  signs  for  those  things  which  are  absolutely 
necessary.  Their  principal  occupation  is  to  work 
with  their  hands.  Their  only  recreation  is 
prayer. 

They  never  come  together  but  on  Sundays,  and 
then  to  sing  the  office.  Their  dress  is  very  sim- 
ple, and  beneath  it  they  wear  a  hair  shirt.     Every 
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thing  about  them  is  poor,  even  the  church,  where 
nothing  is  of  silver  but  the  Chalice. 

St.  Bruno  had  the  happiness  to  see  his  new- 
Order  rapidly  spread  over  all  Europe.  When  he 
found  that  his  end  was  coming,  he  called  his  dis- 
ciples around  him  and  made  a  profession  of  faith 
against  Berengarius'  heresy,  in  these  words  :  c;  / 
believe  the  Sacraments  of  the  Churchy  and  in  par- 
ticular that  the  bread  and  wine,  consecrated  on  the 
altar,  are  the  true  body  and  true  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  we  receive  in  the  hope  of  eternal  sal- 
vation" 

The  spirit  of  this  holy  founder  was  kept  up 
by  his  followers ;  the  Carthusian  Order,  during 
eight  hundred  years  that  it  has  existed,  has  never 
required  any  reform. 

Ques.     What  was  the  origin  of  the  Crusades  ? 

Ans.  A  priest  of  the  diocese  of  Amiens, 
named  Peter  the  Hermit,  having  made  a  pilgri- 
mage to  Jerusalem,  was  afflicted  to  see  the  holy 
places  profaned,  and  the  Christians  abused  by  the 
Infidels.  Pope  Urban  II  to  whom  he  gave  a  sor- 
sowful  account  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  Holy 
Land,  resolved,  with  Peter,  to  deliver  it  from  its 
oppressors. 


ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY.  79 

He  called  a  council  at  Clermont,  in  Auvergne, 
and  there  spoke  on  the  subject  in  such  moving 
terms,  that  the  assembly,  melting  into  tears,  cried 
out  with  one  voice — "God  wills  it."  Most  of 
them  promised  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  holy 
land,  and  adopted  for  a  mark  of  their  enlistment, 
a  cross  of  red  cloth,  worn  upon  the  right  shoul- 
der ;  and  from  this  they  took  the  name  of  Cru- 
saders. 


■:o: 


SIXTH  EPOCH— Including  171  years,  from 
the   first   Crusade,  in   the   year   of  J.  C. 

1099,  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  St.  LoUIS,  IN  THE 
YEAR  OF  J.  C.  1270. 

Ques.  What  was  the  success  of  the  first 
Crusade? 

Ans.  The  Christian  army  having  marched  to 
Asia,  entered  Palestine,  and  advanced  upon  Je- 
rusalem which  was  the  greatest  object  of  the  en- 
terprise. The  infidels  had  done  every  thing  to 
put  the  place  in  a  good  state  of  defence,  but  the 
Crusaders,  by  their  prodigious  valor,  after  five 
weeks  of  hard  fighting,  took  it  on  a  Friday,  at 
three  o'clock  of  the  evening. 
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As  soon  as  the  victory  was  completed,  and  or- 
der restored^  they  laid  aside  their  arms  and  bloody 
clothes,  and  weeping  and  striking  their  breasts, 
went  bare  footed  to  all  the  places  consecrated  by 
the  suffering  of  our  Saviour.  Eight  days  after, 
the  chiefs  of  the  army  met  together  to  choose  a 
king  capable  of  preserving  the  precious  conquest. 

The  choice  fell  upon  Godfrey  de  Bouillon, 
Duke  of  Lorain,  the  most  valiant  and  virtuous 
captain  of  all  the  army.  He  was  proclaimed 
king,  in  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  When 
they  presented  him  with  a  golden  crown  the  pious 
hero  refused  it,  saying  :  "  God  forbid  that  I  should 
wear  such  a  crown  in  a  place  where  the  King  of 
Kings  was  crowned  only  with  thorns."  (A.  D. 
1099.) 

Ques.  Did  not  the  Crusades  give  birth  to 
some  military  orders  ? 

Ans.  Yes,  the  Crusades  gave  rise  to  many 
orders  which  were  at  the  same  time  religious  and 
military.  The  most  ancient  and  illustrious  is 
that  of  the  Hospitalers  of  St.  John,  which  still 
subsists  to  this  day,  under  the  name  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta.  The  first  house  of  this  order  was,  in 
the  beginning,  but  a  hospital,  built  at  Jerusalem 
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for  the  sick  and  for  the  pilgrims,  who  come  to 
visit  the  holy  places. 

When  the  Crusaders  were  masters  of  the  city, 
many  of  the  most  considerable  of  them,  edified 
by  the  charity  practised  towards  the  unfortunate, 
devoted  themselves  to  this  good  work ;  but  they 
did  not  long  confine  themselves  to  the  peaceable 
exercise  of  this  charity;  they  took  up  arms 
against  the  enemies  of  Religion.  Fierce  and  ter- 
rible to  the  Infidels,  they  were  the  most  humble 
servants  of  the  pilgrims  and  the  sick,  within  the 
hospital.     (A.D.I  110.) 

This  new  order  increased  considerably.  After 
the  fall  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  which  did 
not  last  an  hundred  years,  the  Knights  established 
themselves  in  the  island  of  Rhodes,  and  then  in 
that  of  Malta.  In  these  two  islands  they  were 
the  bulwarks  of  Christianity,  and  there  they  sus- 
tained ever  memorable  sieges  against  the  Turks. 

These  enemies  of  the  Christian  name  at  that 
time  threatenod  the  destruction  of  all  Europe, 
and  would  no  doubt  have  succeeded,  if  Jesus 
Christ,  always  attentive  to  the  preservation  of 
his  Church,  had  not  raised,  at  Malta,  a  barrier 
which  they  could  not  pass. 

6 
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Ques.  Did  the  Church,  in  the  twelfth  centu- 
ry, see  other  religious  orders  spring  up  ? 

Ans.  She  witnessed  many  others,  the  chief  of 
which,  in  France,  was  the  order  of  Premonstra- 
tensians,  or  Norbertins,  founded  by  St.  Norbert, 
afterwards  archbishop  of  Magdebourg ;  also  the 
Cistercians,  so  called  from  the  forest  of  Citeaux, 
in  Burgundy.  This  was  a  wilderness  inhabited 
only  by  wild  beasts,  until  some  pious  persons, 
having  gone  there  to  practise  the  rules  of  St. 
Benedict,  changed  it  into  a  residence  of  Saints, 
who  day  and  night  sang  the  praises  of  the  Lord. 

Ques.  Who  was  the  most  illustrious  person 
of  the  twelfth  century  ? 

Ans.  St.  Bernard.  He  was  born  of  rich  pa- 
rents, and  in  his  person  united  the  rarest  graces 
of  body  and  of  mind.  He  possessed  every  thing 
that  could  make  him  pleasing  to  the  world,  but, 
even  in  his  youth,  he  knew  how  to  sacrifice  all  to 
God.  Followed  by  nearly  all  his  brothers,  and 
many  others  whom  he  induced  to  join  him,  he 
entered  into  the  new  order  of  Citeaux. 

His  example  drew  thither  so  many  religious, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  build  many  abbeys,  and, 
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amongst  others,  that  of  Clairvaux,  in  Champagne, 
(A.  D.  1115.)  St.  Bernard  was  made  its  abbot, 
and  under  such  a  chief  this  second  house  became 
no  less  eminent  for  regularity  and  fervor  than  the 
first.  They  did  nothing  at  Clairvaux  but  pray 
and  work. 

Although  the  community  was  numerous,  the 
silence  of  night  reigned  there  during  the  day. 
This  silence  wag  so  respected,  even  by  worldings, 
that  they  never  dared  to  hold  any  profane  dis- 
course in  this  holy  place.  Men  who  had  been 
rich  and  honored  in  the  world,  went  there  to  be- 
come poor  for  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
suffer,  as  they  did  with  joy,  the  fatigues  of  labour 
and  the  humiliations  of  penance. 

St.  Bernard  sought  only  to  bury  himself  in 
retreat,  but  the  reputation,  which  rose  from  his 
sanctity,  miracles,  and  heavenly  wisdom,  often 
troubled  his  solitude.  They  came  to  him  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  was  at  once  the 
refuge  of  the  unhappy,  the  protector  of  the  injured, 
the  dread  of  heretics,  the  adviser  of  bishops  and 
of  popes,  and  in  short,  the  light,  the  consolation, 
and  the  pillar  of  the  church. 

Ques.  What  was  the  occasion  of  the  second 
Crusade  ? 
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Ans.  The  Holy  Land  was  in  great  danger  of 
falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the  Infidels,  and 
the  King  of  Jerusalem  demanded  help  of  the  wes- 
tern prinees.  St.  Bernard  received  the  orders 
of  the  Pope  to  preach  a  Crusade.  He  did  so  in 
France  and  Germany,  with  wonderful  success^ 
and  his  preaching  was  aided  by  many  miracles. 

Lewis  the  Young,  King  of  France,  and  Conrad, 
Emperor  of  Germany,  each  set  out  with  a  consi- 
derable army.  These  forces  wTere  quite  suffi- 
cient to  have  beaten  the  Infidels,  but  nearly  all 
of  them  perished  either  by  the  bad  conduct  of  the 
Crusaders,  or  the  treachery  of  the  Greeks. 

Ques.  Was  not  St.  Bernard  persecuted  for 
preaching  this  Crusade  ? 

Ans.  In  the  vexation  caused  by  the  failure  of 
this  second  Crusade,  many  mumured  against  St. 
Bernard,  who  had  preached  it.  But  he  justified 
himself  by  saying,  what  was  the  truth,  that  the 
Crusaders  had  drawn  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon 
themselves  by  their  disorders,  as  the  Israel- 
ites had  been  excluded  from  the  promised  land 
for  their  infidelities.  To  these  reasons,  and  to 
those  miracles  which  he  had  performed  in  preach- 
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Ing  this  crusade,  St.  Bernard  added  a  last  miracle 
for  his  justification. 

A  father  presented  to  him  his  blind  son  to  be 
cured.  Then  the  holy  abbot  imposing  his  hands 
upon  the  child,  made  this  prayer  to  God.  "  Lord, 
if  thou  wert  the  author  of  my  preaching,  let  it 
please  thee  to  cure  this  child."  Instantly  the  child 
received  his  sight.  St.  Bernard  died  shortly  after 
this  proof  of  his  being  sanctified  by  God.  He  is 
considered  the  last  of  the  Fathers  of  the  church. 
His  virtues  and  extraordinary  talents  place  him 
above  all  praise. 

Ques.  Describe  the  third  and  fourth  Cru- 
sades ? 

Ans.  The  Holy  Land  was  in  a  most  grievous 
situation.  The  christains  had  lost  a  great  battle, 
and  the  infidels  had  got  possession  of  Jerusalem. 
The  news  of  this  disaster  spread  alarm  through- 
out the  West.  The  Kings  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, Philip  Augustus,  and  Richard,  who  were 
then  at  war,  were  so  affected  by  it  that  they  put 
an  end  to  their  own  quarrel,  to  defend  the  cause 
of  religion.  They  took  the  cross  and  marched  to 
join  the  christians  in  the  East,  who  for  two  years 
had  been  besieging  Acre. 
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The  city  surrendered  on  conditions,  and  one  of 
the  first  articles  of  the  treaty  was,  that  the  true  cross 
should  be  restored  to  the  christians.  This  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels  on  the  taking 
of  Jerusalem  in  1191.  The  Crusaders  did  not 
improve  the  occasion  of  taking  Jerusalem,  and 
Acre  became  the  refuge  of  the  christains,  who 
waited  there  a  long  time  in  vain  for  an  opportun- 
ity to  re-establish  the  kingdem  of  Jerusalem. 
This  Crusade  was  followed  by  a  fourth,  with  no 
better  success.  (A.  D.  1197.) 

Ques.  Was  the  fifth  Crusade  more  fortunate 
than  the  others  ? 

Ans.  If  we  view  it  in  a  hunan  manner,  it  was 
crowned  with  the  most  brilliant  success;  but  with 
respect  to  religion  it  was  most  unfortunate.  The 
French  and  Venetian  Crusaders  were  waiting  at 
Venice  for  a  favorable  season  to  set  sail,  when 
young  Alexis,  son  of  the  Geek  Emperor,  came  to 
beg  their  aid  against  an  usurper.  He  promised 
to  restore  the  union  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
churches,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  recover 
the  Holy  Land.  So,  instead  of  going  to  Palestine, 
the  Crusaders  marched  to  Constantinople,  which 
in  six  days  surrendered  to  them. 
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The  usurper  took  to  flight,  and  young  Alexis 
was  crowned  Emperor.  But  this  prince  being 
shortly  after  strangled  by  one  of  his  officers,  who 
took  possession  of  the  throne,  the  Crusaders 
thought  themselves  bound  to  revenge  his  death. 
Constantinople  was  again  attacked,  carried  by 
storm,  and  given  up  to  plunder.  The  Crusaders 
appointed  an  Emperor  from  among  themselves, 
and  being  entirely  taken  up  with  guarding  their 
new  empire,  they  forgot  the  Holy  Land,  for  which 
they  had  put  on  their  armour. 

This  conquest  of  the  Latins,  instead  of  promoting 
the  re-union  of  the  two  churches,  only  separated 
them  more  widely.  The  excess  committed  in  the 
taking  and  plundering  of  Constantinople,  inspired 
the  Greeks  with  the  greatest  hatred  of  the  Latins, 
and  it  is  at  this  point  of  time  we  must  place  the 
entire  rupture  between  them,  and  the  complete 
schism  of  the  Greek  church.     (A.  D.  1204.) 

Ques.  Tell  us  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
order  of  Dominicans. 

Ans.  The  founder  of  this  order  was  St.  Dom- 
inic, born  in  Spain.  From  his  youth  he  felt  him- 
self impelled  by  a  great  desire  to  labour  for  the 
salvation  of  souls,  and  to  bring  back  to  the  Cath- 
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olic  faith  the  Albigenses,  whose  errors  then  dis- 
turbed the  city  of  Albi,  and  its  environs.  A  great 
number  of  zealous  missionaries  joined  him,  and 
formed  a  religious  order  under  his  direction, 
whose  principal  object  was  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
not  only  to  sinners,  but  also  to  heretics  and  idola- 
ters. Hence  it  is,  the  members  of  this  order  were 
known  at  first  by  the  name  of  Friar  Preachers. 
St.  Dominic  died  with  the  consolation  of  seeing 
his  disciples  produce  the  fruits  of  grace  and  jus- 
tice throughout  the  christian  world.  (A.  D. 
1221.)  It  was  he  that  established  the  use  of  the 
Rosary,  a  devotion  to  which  many  sinners  have 
owed  their  conversion,  and  which  will  be  always 
dear  to  those  who  desire  to  love  the  Mother  of 
God. 

Ques.  What  new  order  rose  up  in  the  Church 
at  the  same  time  with  that  of  the  Friar  Preachers. 

Ans.  It  was  the  order  of  the  Friar-Minors, 
whose  founder  was  St.  Francis  of  Assissium.  A 
dangerous  sickness  which  attacked  him  in  his 
youth,  made  him  take  the  resolution  of  renouncing 
the  wTorld,  and  devoting  himself  to  God.  This 
resolution  was  displeasing  to  his  father,  who  often 
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treated  hiin  ill  for  it,  and  went  so  far  as  to  disin- 
herit him. 

Francis  suffered  all  with  patience.  c  Abandoned 
by  my  earthly  father,'  said  he,  'I  will  turn  with 
the  more  confidence  to  my  Father  who  is  in  hea- 
ven.' From  that  time  he  practised  to  the  letter 
the  evangelical  counsel,  to  have  neither  gold,  nor 
silver,  nor  two  coats,  nor  shoes,  nor  a  staff.  He 
then  went  to  work,  preaching  repentance  by  sim- 
ple but  solid  discourses,  which  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  his  hearers. 

Soon  he  had  disciples  who  imitated  the  austerity 
of  his  life,  and  wrho  seconded  his  zeal  for  the  sal- 
vation of  souls.  He  gave  them  the  name  of  Fri- 
ar-Minors, to  make  them  understand  that  they 
ought  to  look  upon  themselves  as  the  least  of  all, 
and  he  sent  them  to  preach  in  different  countries. 
For  his  part,  he  took  the  road  to  Egypt,  in  the 
hope  of  finding  martyrdom,  but  his  hope  was 
denied  ;  instead  of  finding  death,  he  met  only  with 
honors,  from  the  infidels.  Returning  to  Europe, 
he  continued  to  govern  his  order  in  a  holy  manner, 
and  ended  a  life  full  of  good  deeds  by  a  death 
most  precious  in  the  eyes  of  God.     (A.  D.  1226.) 

Ques.  Give  an  account  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  Crusades, 
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Ans.  The  sixth,  like  nearly  all  the  rest,  had 
a  prosperous  beginning,  but  an  unsuccessful  end. 
(A.  D.  1219.)  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
seventh,  of  which  St.  Louis,  King  of  France,  was 
the  Apostle  and  the  leader. 

At  the  head  of  a  large  army,  he  landed  in  Egypt, 
the  prince,  or  Sultan,  of  which  was  then  master 
of  the  Holy  Land  ;  he  captured  Damietta,  and 
marched  victorious  even  into  the  middle  of  the 
country.  But  the  Count  of  Artois,  by  his  impru- 
dence, was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  per- 
ished with  the  flower  of  the  French  army. 

It  then  became  necessary  to  fall  back  on  Dam- 
ietta. A  famine  and  sickness  were  added  to  the 
sword  of  the  enemy,  and,  St.  Louis  himself,  after 
the  greatsst  efforts,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Infi- 
dels. He  appeared,  in  prison,  just  the  same  as 
on  the  throne ;  he  acted  like  a  christian,  to  whom 
God  is  every  thing,  and  as  a  hero  whose  soul  is 
far  above  misfortune.     (A.  D.  1250.) 

After  some  months  imprisonment,  St.  Louis  re- 
covered his  liberty.  He  passed  into  Palestine,  for- 
tified the  few  places  which  the  christains  still  had 
there,  and  never  left  the  country  until  he  had  re- 
leased from  the  Infidels  a  great  number  of  cap- 
tives, who  were  in  danger  of  losing  their  faith. 
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SEVENTH   EPOCH— Including   147  years, 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  St.  LoUIS,  IN  THE  YEAR 
OF  J.  C.  1270,  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  GREAT 

Western  schism,  in  the  year  of  J.  C.  1417. 

Ques.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  eighth  Cru- 
sade, and  of  the  death  of  St.  Louis  ? 

Axis.  This  holy  king  undertook  this  last  cru- 
sade, upon  the  news  of  the  cruelties  practised  on 
those  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land  who  refused 
to  become  Mahometans.  Having  settled  the  af- 
fairs of  his  kingdom,  he  sailed  for  Tunis,  from 
whence  he  hoped  to  penetrate  into  Egypt,  and 
thence  into  the  Holy  Land.  To  Tunis  he  laid 
siege,  but  the  great  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the 
bad  quality  of  the  water,  produced  a  violent  pes- 
tilence that  carried  off  the  half  of  his  army.  St. 
Louis  himself  was  attacked  by  it,  and  never  did 
he  appear  greater  than  in  this  critical  circum- 
stance. 

When  he  found  that  his  last  moment  was  ap- 
proaching, he  directed  himself  to  be  laid  upon 
ashes,  with  his  arms  crossed  upon  his  breast, 
and  his  eyes  fixed  on  heaven,  he  expired,  dis- 
tinctly pronouncing  these  words  of  the  Psalmist 
— "  Lord,  I  will  enter  into  thy  house — I  will  adore 
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thee  in  thy  temple — and  I  will  glorify  thy  name.v 
Thus  died  one  of  the  greatest  and  holiest  kings 
that  has  ever  been  given  to  the  world.  He  was 
canonized  twenty  years  after  his  death. 

Ques.  What  ought  we  to  think  of  the  Cru- 
sades ? 

Ans.  They  should  be  judged  of,  not  by  the 
thoughtless  declamations  of  modern  philosophy, 
but  by  the  facts  that  history  gives  us  of  them. 

The  Crusades  were  just  and  lawful  under- 
takings, since  their  object  was  to  protect  the 
Eastern  Christians  against  the  oppression  of  the 
Mahometans,  and  to  defend  Europe  herself  from 
these  barbarians,  who  then  threatened  to  invade 
her.  If  most  of  the  Crusades  were  unsuccessful, 
it  was  owing  to  the  perfidy  of  the  Greeks,  and 
to  the  disorders  too  common  among  the  Crusa- 
ders themselves. 

If  they  did  not  save  the  East,  they  were  at 
least  followed  by  great  advantages  to  the  West ; 
they  more  than  once  put  an  end  to  the  quarrels 
of  Christian  kings ;  they  stopped  the  civil  wars 
that  for  two  hundred  years  had  raged  between 
the  feudal  lords )  they  turned  against  an  infidel 
and   conquering  nation,   those    arms    which  the 
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Christians    had    employed    in    destroying    one 
another. 

What  ought  especially  to  vindicate  the  Cru- 
sades from  all  the  calumnies  that  have  been 
heaped  upon  them,  is,  that  they  were  approved 
by  the  greatest  men  and  most  holy  personages  of 
their  time — that  they  were  solemnly  authorized 
by  the  Church,  to  whom,  no  doubt,  that  divine 
assistance  which  is  promised  always  to  remain 
with  her,  was  not  wanting  in  this  circumstance— 
in  fine,  they  have  seen  ratified  the  most  power- 
full  of  all  testimony,  by  the  frequent  miracles  that 
attended  their  prosecution. 

To  those  who  acknowledge  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  direction  of  human  affairs,  it  cannot 
appear  absurd  to  conjecture,  that,  far  as  the  Cru- 
sades fell  short  of  the  chief  object  for  which  they 
were  undertaken,  to  wit :  the  rescue  of  the  Holy 
Land  from  sacrilegious  infidels,  they  answered, 
after  all,  the  purposes  of  God,  in  a  manner  not 
yet  generally  perceived  by  his  dim-sighted  crea- 
tures. When  the  Saracen  had  ravaged  Asia,  and 
in  his  thirst  for  conquest,  and  hatred  of  Christi- 
anity, was  preparing  himself  for  a  descent  upon  the 
western  continent,  if  Europe  had  awaited  the  at- 
tack,  and   had  not  met   the  infidel  beyond  the 
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Hellespont,  who  can  tell  but  at  this  very  day  the 
Turk  might  be  as  absolute  a  sovereign  in  Rome 
as  he  is  in  Constantinople  ? 

How  such  an  event  might  have  affected  the 
Christian  world — who  can  tell  ? 

Ques.  Has  the  thirteenth  century  given  to 
the  Church  any  enlightened,  wise,  and  virtuous 
men  ? 

Ans.  It  has  given  many  such,  the  most  illustrious 
of  whom  are  St.  Bonaventure  and  St.  Thomas 
Aquin,  both  by  birth  Italians. 

St.  Thomas  was  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  o  f 
the  order  of  St.  Dominic.  The  Lord,  who  de- 
signed him  to  become  the  light  of  the  Church, 
was  pleased  to  adorn  both  his  mind  and  heart 
with  the  noblest  qualities.  He  made  rapid  pro- 
gress in  the  sciences,  but  concealed  it  so  well 
that  his  silence  was  taken  for  stupidity  5  so  much 
so,  that  his  fellow  students  called  him  in  derision, 
the  ox.  But  his  master,  who  knew  him  better, 
judged  him  very  differently,  and  said  to  the 
mockers  that  the  learned  bellowing  of  this  bull 
would  one  day  resound  through  all  the  land. 

Thomas  became  the  wonder  of  his  age,  and  com- 
posed a  great  number  of  works,    in   which  the 
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greatest  learning  is  mixed  with  the  greatest  piety. 
He  was  offered  the  archbishopric  of  Naples,  but 
they  could  not  make  him  accept  that  high  digni- 
ty. He  desired,  even  to  the  last,  to  live  in  obli- 
vion of  all  honors,  and  this  humility  completed 
the  glory  which  his  wisdom  and  virtue  had  won 
him  throughout  the  Christian  world.  (A.  D. 
1274.) 

St.  Bonaventure  did  no  less  honor  to  the  order 
of  St.  Francis,  than  St.  Thomas  to  that  of  St. 
Dominic.  Born  of  parents — remarkable  for  their 
piety,  he  loved  God  from  the  time  he  could  know 
him.  Having  been  cured  of  a  sickness  by  the 
prayers  of  St.  Francis,  he  entered  his  order,  out 
of  gratitude,  and  shortly  after  the  death  of  the 
holy  founder,  was  chosen  General. 

The  Pope,  Gregory  X,  so  much  esteemed  him 
for  his  talents  and  virtues,  that,  in  spite  of  his 
resistance,  he  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  Cardi- 
nal. St.  Bonaventure  died  shortly  after,  at  the  gen- 
eral council  of  Lyons.  (A.  D.  1274.)  He  has 
left  a  great  number  of  works,  which  breathe  the 
most  tender  piety,  and  he  is  regarded,  particular- 
ly among  the  doctors  of  his  time,  as  the  greatest 
master  of  a  spiritual  life. 

Ques.     Did  not  the  Greek  schismatics,  about 
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this   time,   take    some  steps  towards  a  re-union 
with  the  Church  ? 

Ans.  Michael  Paleoiogus,  their  Emperor, 
earnestly  desired  that  the  schism  might  be  healed. 
To  terminate  this  important  affair,  the  second 
council  of  Lyons  was  called,  being  the  fourteenth 
general  council.  The  embassadors  of  the  Greek 
prince  declared  in  full  council,  that  they  came  in 
the  name  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  Eastern  bish- 
ops, to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Vicar 
of  Jesus  Christ,  to  abjure  the  schism,  and  to  ac- 
cept the  profession  of  faith  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
(A.  D.  1274.) 

Every  thing  seemed  to  promise  a  lasting  re- 
union, and  yet  it  continued  only  till  the  death  of 
Michael  Paleoiogus ;  his  successor  plunged  the 
Greeks  again  into  the  schism. 

Ques.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  great  schism 
of  the  West  ? 

Ans.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, Pope  Clement  V,  a  Frenchman,  fixed  his 
residence  at  Avignon,  and  his  successors  did  the 
same.  Rome  and  Italy  suffered  much  from  this 
long  absence  of  the  Popes — they  were  torn    by 
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factions  and  civil  wars.  Finally  Pope  Gregory 
XI  yielded  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  returned  into  their  city.  (A.  D. 
1377.) 

After  his  death,  the  people  of  Rome,  fearing 
that  the  new  Pope,  if  a  Frenchman,  would 
again  go  to  reside  at  Avignon,  nocked  around  the 
conclave  where  the  Cardinals  were  assembled, 
and  cried  out  that  they  wanted  a  Roman  Pope. 
To  these  seditious  cries  they  added  threats.  The 
Cardinals  being  alarmed,  hastily  nominated  a  Pope 
who  took  the  name  of  Urban  VI ;  but  some  months 
after,  being  out  of  Rome,  they  pretended  that  this 
election  was  void  for  want  of  freedom,  and  they 
nominated  another  Pope  under  the  name  of  Cle- 
ment VII.     (A.  D.  1379.) 

This  unfortunate  affair  threw  the  whole  church 
into  confusion.  All  Christendom  was  found  to  be 
divided  between  the  two  Popes,  who  were  re- 
cognized by  different  nations.  Each  of  them  had 
his  successors,  which  only  served  to  continue  the 
schism,  and  to  increase  all  the  evils  that  flowed 
from  it. 
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EIGHTH     EPOCH— Including    176     years, 

EROM  THE  END  OF  THE  GREAT  SCHISM  IN  THE 

West,  in    the  year    of  J.  C.  1417,  to    the 

ABJURATION  OF    HeNRY    IV,   IN  THE    YEAR     OF 
J.   C.    1593. 

Ques.  How  did  the  great  Western  schism 
terminate  ? 

Ans.  God  did  not  forsake  his  church  in  the 
great  danger  in  which  she  found  herself.  The 
christian  princes,  grieved  at  the  sad  effects  of  a 
schism,  which  had  already  lasted  forty  years,  and 
which  threatened  to  continue,  prevailed  on  the 
Cardinals  of  the  two  parties  to  call  a  council. 

This  council,  which  was  the  sixteenth  general 
one,  was  held  at  Constance.  The  pretenders  to 
the  papacy  resigned,  or  were  displaced  ;'  they 
then  elected  Martin  V,  who  was  generally  recog- 
nized and  peace  was  re-established  in  the  church. 

Ques.     What  was  the  heresy  of  the  Hussites  ? 

Ans.  John  Huss,  the  author  of  this  heresy, 
attacked  the  laws  of  the  church,  the  authority  of 
the  chief  pastors,  and  many  other  articles  of  our  " 
faith.  He  had  profited  by  the  troublesome  times 
preceding  the  council  of  Constance  to  spread  his 
errors  at  Prague,  and  in  all  Bohemia. 
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Summoned  by  the  council,  he  agreed  to  appear 
before  it,  and  declared  by  writing  that  he  was 
very  willing  to  be  judged  and  punished,  if  con- 
victed of  any  error.  Thereupon  Sigismund,  the 
Emperor,  gave  him  a  passport,  not  to  protect  him 
against  the  punishment  to  which  he  had  subjected 
himself,  but  as  a  means  of  helping  him  to  justify 
himself  if  he  had  been  calumniated  as  he  said. 

When  John  Huss  had  arrived  at  Constance,  he 
began  to  preach  his  doctrines  without  wTaiting  for 
the  judgment  of  the  council,  and  refused  obstin- 
ately to  retract  or  be  silent.  Then  it  was  this 
obstinate  heresiarch  was  seized,  degraded  from 
the  priestly  office,  and  delivered  to  the  magistrates 
of  Constance,  who  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
empire  against  impiety,  condemned  him  to  be 
burnt  with  his  books. 

The  council  never  demanded  his  punishment, 
but  let  the  justice  of  the  sovereign  take  its  course, 
whcih  could  undoubtedly,  for  the  good  of  the  state, 
punish  those  who  disturbed  its  peace  by  spread- 
ing false  doctrines,  often  more  fatal  to  public 
order,  than  robbers  and  assassins. 

Ques.  Did  not  the  Greek  schismatics  come 
back  a  second  time  to  the  Latin  church  ? 
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Ans.  For  a  long  time  the  Geeks  had  been 
invited  to  give  up  their  errors,  but  all  attempts  had 
failed.  At  last  the  Greek  Emperor,  John  Pol- 
eolgus,  and  Pope  Eugene  IV,  agreed  to  convene 
a  general  council,  composed  of  Greeks  and  Latins. 
It  was  held  at  Florence,  and  was  the  seventeenth 
general  council. 

There  the  Greeks  renewed  what  they  had  done 
at  Lyons  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  before.  They 
abjured  the  schism,  and  gave  in  a  profession  of 
faith  in  conformity  with  that  of  the  Roman  Church, 
in  which  they  expressly  acknowledge  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  proceeds  from  the  Son  as  from  the 
Father,  and  that  the  Pope  is  the  head  of  the  uni- 
versal church.  (A.  D.  1439.)  But  this  re-un- 
ion lasted  no  longer  than  the  former. 

When  the  patriarchs  and  other  Greek  prelates 
returned  to  Constantinople,  they  found  the  clergy 
and  people  of  that  city  strongly  opposed  to  a 
union  with  the  Latin  church  5  intimidated  by  their 
language,  they  renounced  what  they  had  done  at 
Florence,  and  the  schism  was  completed  without 
remedy. 

Ques.  What  punishment  did  God  inflict  upon 
the  Greeks  for  their  obstinacy  ? 
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Ans.  A  hardness  of  heart  so  criminal,  could 
not  go  without  punishment.  Mahomet  II,  sultan 
of  the  Turks,  laid  siege  to  Constantinople  with 
an  army  of  three  hundred  thousand  men.  The 
city  was  carried  by  assault.  Nothing  escaped 
the  sword  of  the  conquerors;  they  made  a  horri- 
ble slaughter  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  for  three  days, 
during  which  the  pillage  continued,  committed 
the  greatest  violence.     (A,  D.  1455.) 

Thus  perished  the  Greek  empire  of  Constanti- 
nople, after  having  lasted  1100  years  from  Con- 
stantine  the  Great.  It  was  plainly  a  punishment 
for  the  obstinacy  of  the  Greek  schimatics.  They 
were  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  St. 
Peter,  and  fell  under  the  yoke  of  the  Infidels,  from 
whom  they  had  nothing  to  expect  but  oppression 
and  slavery. 

Ques.  Tell  us  the  origin  and  progress  of 
Lutheranisrn. 

Ans.  The  author  of  this  heresy,  the  most 
fatal  that  has  attacked  the  Church  since  Arianism, 
was  a  German  monk,  named  Luther.  Of  rest- 
less and  ardent  mind,  he  set  himsejf  to  speak  and 
write  against  purgatory,  free  will,  indulgences, 
confession,  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  monastic^ 
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vows  &c,  and  this  mass  of  errors  he  qualified  by 
the  name  of  reformation.     (A.  D.  1517.) 

To  procure  their  support,  Luther  prevailed  on 
the  German  princes  to  seize  the  Church  property 
■ — a  certain  means  of  drawing  them  to  his  side. 
The  new  reformer  carried  his  complaisance  so  far 
as  to  allow  one  of  them,  against  the  express  com* 
mand  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  have  two  wives  at  once  : 
he  himself,  priest  as  he  was,  had  the  audacity 
to  marry  publicly,  and  she  whom  he  married 
was  a  Nun. 

A  sect  so  flattering  to  the  corrupt  inclinations 
of  man,  extended  with  great  rapidity,  and  infected 
Sweden,  Norway,  and  Denmark,  besides  a  part 
of  Germany  and  Switzerland.  Luther,  finding 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  large  party,  threw  off  the 
mask  altogether.  He  poured  fourth  his  wrath, 
without  measure,  against  the  Pope  and  the  defen- 
ders of  the  Catholic  faith.  One  cannot  see  with- 
out indignation,  the  buffooneries,  the  coarseness, 
and  even  baseness,  with  which  this  fiery  apostle 
has  soiled  his  works ;  nor  scarcely  conceive  how- 
he  was  able  to  seduce  so  many  people,  if  we  did 
not  know  the  Dower  of  riches  and  pleasure  over 
the  human  heart. 
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Ques.  What  other  great  lieresiarch  followed 
the  steps  of  Luther  ? 

Ans.  When  Luther  had  given  the  example  of 
contempt  for  the  authority  of  the  church,  there 
rose  up  many  other  pretended  reformers,  the 
chief  of  whom  was  Calvin.     (A.  D.  1533.) 

This  innovator  adopted  the  errors  of  Luther, 
and  going  still  farther,  dared  to  teach  the  horrible 
doctrine  that  God  has  created  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  to  be  damned,  not  for  their  crimes,  but 
merely  of  his  own  pleasure.  He  denied  the  real 
presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Eucharist,  and 
almost  all  the  sacraments.  He  wanted  neither 
pope,  nor  bishops,  nor  priests,  nor  festivals,  nor 
any  of  the  sacred  ceremonies  used  in  the  church. 

Calvin,  after  much  moving  about,  fixed  himself 
at  Geneva,  which  became  the  centre  of  his  sect. 
His  power  there  was  absolute,  and  this  man,  who 
preached  that  we  should  not  listen  to,  or  obey  the 
church,  required  of  others  a  blind  submission  to 
all  he  chose  to  decide.  He  had  Servetus  burnt  to 
death  for  advancing  errors  upon  the  mystery  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  and  yet  declaimed  with  fury 
against  the  severity  employed  against  here- 
tics in  France.  It  is  thus  iniquity  contradicts 
itself. 
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Ques.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  English 
schism  ? 

Ans.  Henry  VIII,  king  of  England,  having 
conceived  a  guilty  passion  for  Anne  Bolyn,  in 
order  to  marry  her,  resolved  to  repudiate  the 
Queen,  his  wife.  But  the  Sovereign  Pontiff, 
judging  his  reasons  for  that  act  to  be  insufficient, 
refused  to  put  asunder  what  God  had  joined  to- 
gether. Thereupon  this  passionate  prince,  gave 
way  to  his  resentment,  and  rejecting  the  author- 
ity of  the  Pope,  declared  himself  head  of  the  En- 
glish church.     (A.  D.  1584.) 

Under  the  reign  of  his  daughter  Mary,  Eng- 
land for  some  years  returned  to  the  Catholic  faith  ; 
but  Elizabeth,  who  succeeded  Mary,  plunged 
that  unhappy  kingdom  again  into  schism.  Since 
that  time  England  has  become  the  centre  and  the 
source  of  every  error  ;  and  from  her  bosom  have 
gone  forth  the  first  apostles  of  that  mad  impiety 
which,  in  our  day,  has  done  such  mischief  under 
the  name  of  philosophy. 

Ques.  To  what  excess  did  the  Lutherans  and 
Calvinists  go  ? 

Ans.  Luther  had  loudly  preached  up  rebel- 
lion3  not  only  against  the  church,  but  against  ths 
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state.  True  to  such  principles,  his  disciples, 
under  the  name  of  Protestants,  took  up  arms, 
and  carried  war  into  every  Catholic  country  they 
could  enter.  On  their  standards  was  this  motto 
—  Turks  rather  Papists.  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  the  emperor,  Charles  V,  could  prevent  their 
overturning  every  thing.  Many  battles  were 
fought,  and  much  blood  was  spilt. 

The  Calvinists  in  France  were  not  less  enter- 
prising ;  they  tore  their  country  with  civil  war, 
accompanied  with  horrible  excesses.  It  is  com- 
puted that  twenty  thousand  churches  were  des- 
troyed by  these  fanatical  rebels.  In  a  single  pro- 
vince, they  killed  256  priests  and  112  religious  ; 
they  burnt  900  towns  or  villages.  Their  fury 
extended  even  to  the  relics  of  Saints,  which  they 
brutally  burnt  wTheneVer  they  could  find  them, 
and  scattered  the  ashes  to  the  winds. 

Ques.  What  remedy  did  the  Church  oppose  to 
these  new  heresies  ? 

Ans.  To  stop  these  heresies  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  call  a  general  council,  which  was 
the  eighteenth.  The  Protestants  themselves  had 
called  for  one.  It  was  held  at  Trent — they  were 
invited,  but  were  neither  willing  to  attend,  nor 
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to  submit  to  its  decisions.  So  they  were  con- 
demned by  the  council,  and  their  obstinacy  sepa- 
rated them  entirely  from  the  church,  whose  bitter 
enemies  they  have  ever  since  been. 

Ques.  How  were  the  losses  repaired  which 
Religion  sustained  in  Europe  ? 

Ans.  They  were  repaired  with  advantage  by 
the  zeal  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  who  gained  im- 
mense countries  and  numberless  people  to  Jesus 
Christ  in  India.  Xavier,  born  of  a  noble  family  in 
Navarre,  taught  philosophy  in  the  University  of 
Paris,  when,  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  worldly 
things,  he  joined  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  founder  of 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  and  became  one  of  his  first 
disciples.     (A.  D.  1534.) 

Having  been  chosen  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the 
East  Indies,  he  went  over  vast  countries,  which 
had  never  heard  of  Jesus  Christ.  Every  where  he 
wrought  wonderful  conversions  ;  the  temples  of 
the  idols  were  destroyed,  and,  on  all  sides,  arose 
churches  consecrated  to  the  true  God. 

Having  converted  the  Indies,  either  by  himself 
or  by  his  companions,  St  Francis  Xavier,  always 
eager  for  spiritual  conquests,  embarked  for  the 
Isles  of  Japan,  and  commenced  there  the  preach- 
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ing  of  the  Gospel.  The  austerity  of  his  life,  the 
force  of  his  preaching,  and  the  splendour  of  his 
miracles,  drew  a  prodigious  number  of  the  Ja- 
panese to  the  faith.  These  new  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  displayed  all  the  virtues  of  the  first  age  of 
the  Church.  At  the  commencement  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  many  millions  were  reckoned  to 
have  been  converted  by  the  successors  of  St. 
Francis  Xavier. 

But  then  arose  against  them  a  persecution  the 
longest,  and  most  cruel,  that  has  ever  desolated 
religion.  All  the  labourers  in  the  Gospel  perish- 
ed in  the  midst  of  tortures  ;  the  blood  of  the  faith- 
ful flowed  in  every  quarter,  and  the  rage  of  the 
persecutors  only  stopped  when  there  were  no 
more  victims  to  sacrifice. 

Ques.  What  was  the  state  of  religion  in  France 
at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ? 

Ans.  It  was  in  the  saddest  situation.  For 
thirty  years  the  Calvinistic  rebels  continued  to, 
disturb  their  country,  and  more  than  once  had 
they  endangered  religion,  when  the.  death  of  Hen* 
ry  III  gave  a  new  cause  to  fear  that  error  would 
finally  prevail  over  truth.  The  heir  of  the  crown 
was  Henry  IV,  the  head  of  the  Calvinistic  party  3 
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heresy  seemed  on  the  point  of  mounting  with  him 
upon  the  throne.  But  a  fear  so  well  grounded 
did  not  long  exist,  and  religion,  nothwithstanding 
the  apprehensions  of  so  many  of  her  defenders, 
came  triumphant  out  of  a  struggle,  in  which  every 
thing  seemed  to  be  against  her. 


-:o:- 


NINTH  EPOCH— Including  196  years,  from 

THE  ABJURATION  OF  HeNRY  IV.,  IN  THE 
YEAR  1593,  TO  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION,  IN 
1789. 

Ques.  How  did  Henry  IV,  come  to  make  an 
abjuration  of  Calvinism  ? 

Ans.  It  was  brought  about  by  the  ministers 
of  that  religion,  unintentionally.  The  prince  had 
already  been  taught  the  principles  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  Before  embracing  it,  he  wished  to  know 
what  the  Protestant  Ministers  thought  of  it,  and 
enquired  of  them  whether  they  believed  any  one 
in  the  Roman  Church  could  be  saved.  They 
were  obliged  to  confess  that  he  could.  "  Why 
then,  replied  the  king,  would  you  have  him  leave 
it  ?     The  Catholics  hold  that   none  can  be  saved 
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in  your  Church ;  you  confess  that  it  can  be  done 
in  theirs  ;  good  sense  therefore  points  out  that  I 
should  take  the  surest,  and  prefer  a  religion  in 
which,  by  consent  of  all  the  world,  I  can  obtain 
salvation."  The  king  acted  accordingly  ;  he  so- 
lemnly abjured  Calvinism,  and  received  from  the 
Pope  absolution  from  the  censures  which  he  had 
incurred  for  his  heresy. 

This  step  saved  the  faith  from  perishing  in 
France,  and  the  king  proved  the  sincerity  of  his 
course  by  the  protection  which  he  constantly 
gave  to  Religion  in  his  States. 

Ques.  What  were  the  principal  fruits  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  in  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries  ? 

Ans.  These  fruits  were  abundant  and  lasting  ; 
but  we  can  say  that  they  are  all  owing  to  the 
spirit  of  zeal  and  wisdom  with  which  that  wise 
and  holy  council  animated  a  great  number  of 
apostolical  men.  They  laboured  to  heal  the 
wounds  which  ignorance,  corruption  of  manners, 
schism  and' heresy,  had  inflicted  on  the  Church, 
and  they  brought  back,  in  some  degree,  the 
vigour  and  fruitfulness  of  the  first  ages. 

Amongst  these  illustrious  characters,  we  may 


110 


ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY. 


reckon  St.  Theresa,  who,  at  the  very  time  of  the 
Council,  reformed  the  order  of  Carmelites ;  St. 
Charles  Borromeo,  archbishop  of  Milan,  who, 
foremost  of  all  the  bishops,  began  to  carry  out  the 
wise  reforms  recommended  by  the  Council  ;  St. 
Francis  of  Sales,  Bishop  of  Geneva,  who  dis- 
played great  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  heretics 
and  bad  Catholics. 

Many  holy  persons  distinguished  themselves 
also  in  the  seventeenth  century  by  their  zeal  and 
labours.  Amongst  others  were  Cardinal  Berulle, 
founder  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Oratory,  and 
St.  Vincent  of  Paul,  founder  of  the  mission  of 
St.  Lazarus,  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  At  the 
same  time,  under  the  auspices  of  M.  Olier,  rose 
the  congregation  of  St.  Sulpice,  so  celebrated  for 
the  peculiar  talent  it  has  received  from  God  for 
the  direction  of  Seminaries.     (A.  D.  1645.) 

Soon  afterwards  M.  de  la  Salle  established  at 
Rheims,  for  the  education  of  the  common  children, 
the  Brothers  of  the  Christian  Schools  ;  an  insti- 
tution to  be  admired  even  for  its  simplicity,  and 
against  which  the  efforts  of  modern  impiety  have 
been  powerless.  (A.  D.  1679.)  These,  and 
many  other  such  establishments,  revived  the 
spirit  of  fervour  not  only  among  the  regular  and 
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secular  clergy,  but  even  among  the  people,  to 
whom  the  zealous  missioners,  without  ceasing, 
carried  the  word  of  salvation. 

Ques.  Did  the  zeal  of  the  missionaries  in  the 
seventeeth  century  confine  itself  to  the  regener- 
ation of  Europe  ? 

Ans.  No;  God,  through  the  whole  course  of 
that  century,  raised  up  a  crowd  of  apostolic  men, 
who  w^ent  to  preach  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
Greece,  in  Egypt,  in  the  middle  of  Africa  and 
Asia,  in  China,  and  through  nearly  all  America. 
Nothing  could  deter  these  zealous  laborers  :  nei- 
ther distance,  nor  the  dangers  of  climate,  nor  the 
savageness  of  the  people  to  whom  they  carried 
the  word  of  life.  These  far  countries,  so  long 
neglected,  being  wet  with  the  sweat,  and  often 
with  the  blood,  of  the  missionaries,  became  more 
fertile,  and  yielded  harvests  that  repayed  Reli- 
gion for  the  losses  she  had  suffered  in  Europe. 

Ques.     What  is  Jansenism  ? 

Ans.  Jansenism  is  perhaps  the  most  subtle 
heresy  of  all  others  that  have  yet  appeared.  Jan- 
senius  bishop  of  Ypres,  was  the  author  of  it.  He 
committed  it  to  a  book  which  he  entitled  Augus* 
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£*»,  as  if  the  book  contained  nothing  but  the  doe- 
trine  of  St.  Augustine  5  whereas  in  fact  it  contain- 
ed Calvinism,  only  a  little  changed.  We  find  in 
it,  among  other  things,  these  detestable  proposi- 
tions. 

That  man  cannot  resist  grace — that  Jesus  Christ 
did  not  die  for  all  men — that  some  of  the  command- 
merits  of  God  are  impossible,  not  only  to  sinners , 
but  to  the  just  5  and  that  even  grace  cannot  enable  us 
to  keep  them.  This  makes  a  tyrant  of  God,  and  a 
machine  of  man,  who  of  necessity,  does  good  if  he 
has  grace,  and  evil  if  he  has  not.     (A.  D.  1640.) 

Ques.  What  was  the  course  of  the  Jansenists 
both  before  and  after  the   condemnation   of  their 


errors  ? 


Ans.  Before  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  had  passed 
judgment  on  these  monstrous  errors,  the  parti- 
sans of  Jansenius  had  avowed  the  most  perfect 
submission.  But  as  soon  as  they  found  them 
condemned  (as  they  were  in  1653)  they  contended 
that  there  were  no  such  errors  in  the  Augnstine, 
as  if  the  Church,  which  is  the  pillar  of  truth, 
could  see  in  a  book  things  which  were  not  there. 
But  the  church  reproved  this  rash  pretence,  and 
the  constitution  Unigenitus/m  1713,  was  received 
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with  as  much  joy  as  respect  by  the  bishops  and 
all  the  christian  world.  This  constitution  was  pub- 
lished against  the  errors  of  Quesnel,  who  adopt- 
ed those  of  the  Jansenists,  and  in  condemning  one, 
both  were  condemned. 

Ques.  To  what  cause  should  be  attributed  the 
unbelief  of  the  eighteenth  century  ? 

Ans.  To  the  doctrine  of  Luther  and  Calvin, 
which  was  the  fatal  source  of  all  that  unbelief 
that  spread  over  England  first,  next  France,  and 
thence  over  nearly  all  Europe. 

After  the  Protestants  had  thrown  off  the  obe- 
dience which  they  owed  to  the  Church,  human 
reason  became,  with  them,  the  sole  judge  of  faith. 
This  false  principle  must  have  led  them  to  the 
greatest  excesses,  and  just  so  it  happened.  Pre- 
sently these  blind  spirits  refused  to  believe  any 
thing  which  they  could  not  understand,  and  re- 
rejected  the  mysteries  of  Religion — this  is  what 
the  Socinians  did. 

The  first  step  being  taken,  they  went  so  far  as 
to  doubt  revelatiorf  itself— this  is  what  the  Deists 
did.  Then  to  call  in  question,  then  to  deny,  the 
clearest  and  most  consoling  truths — the  freedom, 
the  spirituality,  the  immortality,  of  the  soul;  the 
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justice,  the  providence,  even  the  existence,  of  m 
God,  creator  and  preserver  of  the  world — this  i# 
what  the  materialist  and  atheist  did.  Such  were 
the  men  who  took  to  themselves  the  proud  title 
of  Philosophers  ! 

Ques.  How  did  Jansenism  contribute  to  the 
progress  of  unbelief  ? 

Ans*  By  the  manner  in  which  it  defended  its- 
errors.  The  false  miracles  which  its  partisans 
forged  to  seduce  the  simple,  served  as  a  pretext 
to  the  rising  incredulity  to  cry  down  the  real 
miracles  on  wThich  Religion  is  founded.  The 
declamations  of  these  Sectarians  against  the  Popes 
and  bishops,  degraded  ecclesiastical  authority  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  who  are  ever  apt  to  judge 
without  examination. 

Condemned  by  the  chief  pastors,  the  Jansenists* 
invoked  the  civil  authority  against  them,  and  from 
that  the  parliaments  claimed  the  right  to  prose- 
cute bishops  wTho  distinguished  themselves  for 
their  zeal  against  error  ;  they  went  so  far  as  to 
cause  their  pastoral  instructions  to  be  burnt  by 
the  officers  of  justice. 

Of  all  the  bishops  who  were  then  persecuted, 
none  showed   more   firmness  than   Christopher 
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Beaumont,  archbishop  of  Paris.  (A.  D.  1757.) 
Constantly  attacked  by  the  parliament,  often  threa- 
tened, stript,  and  exiled,  he  never  ceased  to  raise 
his  voice  against  the  doings  of  heresy  and  irreli- 
gion,  and  deserved  the  name  of  the  Athanasius  of 
France. 

Ques.  What  was  the  principal  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  irreligion,  and  how  did  it  succeed 
in  opposing  it  ? 

Ans.  The  great  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  irre- 
ligion, was  the  Society  of  Jesus,  whose  zeal  and 
talents  were  dreaded  by  all  the  enemies  of  the 
Roman  Church,  Jansenists  as  well  as  philosophers. 
These  laboured  therefore  for  their  destruction. 
The  philosopher,  d'Alembert  himself,  declared  that 
"It  is  properly  philosophy,  which,  by  the  mouth 
of  the  magistrate,  has  passed  sentence  against  the 
Jesuits — Jansenism  was  only  its  solicitor."  The 
same  thing  was  also  remarked. by  Pope  Clement 
XIII,  in  a  brief  to  Louis  XV.  c  For  a  long  time,' 
says  he,  'the  enemies  of  our  holy  religion  have 
designed  to  destroy  these  religious — they  have 
regarded  this  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  their    schemes.' 

These  schemes  prevailed  over  the  remonstrances 
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of  Clement  XIII,  and  of  the  bishops  of  all  Catho- 
lic countries.  The  courts  of  France,  Spain,  Na- 
ples and  Portugal,  proscribed  the  society  of  Jesus 
— all  its  members  without  exception  ;  those  who, 
in  colleges,  were  devoted  to  the  education  of  youth 
— those  whose  talents  and  works  made  them  the 
glory  of  literature  as  well  as  of  Religion — those 
who  through  town,  and  country,  were  reviving 
the  spirit  of  penitence  and  piety— those,  in  fine, 
who,  scattered  among  the  idolatrous  nations  of 
Asia  and  America,  spent  their  sweat  and  blood 
upon  those  distant  shores, — all  experienced  the 
most  degrading  treatment  from  their  persecutors. 
But  the  patience  with  which  these  religious 
bore  their  sufferings,  confirmed,  even  in  the  eyes 
of  their  enemies,  the  apologies  which  were  pub- 
lished in  their  favour. 

Ques.  Did  not  this  modern  philosophy  even 
seize  upon  the  sovereign  power  in  France  ? 

Ans.  For  a  long  time,  modern  philosophy  in 
France,  laboured  to  undermine  the  foundations  of 
Religion  and  of  Society  5  it  had  succeeded  in  rous- 
ing the  spirit  of  licentiousness  and  independence 
in  all  classes  and  conditions.  At  last  God,  who 
wished  to  give  a  great  lesson  to  the  world,  and  to 
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teach  it,  that  after  eighteen  hundred  years  th  e 
cross  can  still  make  martyrs,  permitted  impiety 
to  seize  the  sword,  and  with  open  force  assail  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.     (A.  D.  1789.) 


•:o:- 


TENTH  EPOCH— From  the   French  Revo- 
lution, IN    THE    YEAR    OF    J.    C.    1789. 

Ques.  How  did  modern  philosophy  use  the 
authority  which  it  had  usurped  in  France  ? 

Ans.  Possessed  of  the  Supreme  power,  under 
the  name  of  National  Assembly,  it  made  haste  to 
form  a  pretended  civil  constitution  for  the  clergy, 
which  upset  faith,  discipline,  and  ecclesiastical 
authority.  Foreseeing  the  opposition  that  this 
constitution  would  meet  with  from  the  pastors,  it 
resolved  to  strip  them  of  all  they  had,  and  bound 
them  by  an  oath  which  obliged  them  either  to 
commit  perjury  or  forsake  their  flocks. 

Ques.  What  were  the  effects  of  the  pretended 
civil  constitution  of  the  clergy,  and  of  the  oath 
which  it  required  ? 

Ans.     The  decree  which  required  the  consti- 
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tutional  oath  was  put  into  force  in  all  France  ; 
but  the  largest  and  soundest  portion  of  the  clergy 
stood  firm  and  showed  that  they  would  rather 
lose  all,  and  suffer  all,  than  betray  the  faith. 
The  body  of  the  French  bishops  condemned  the 
pretended  civil  constitution,  and  the  oath  required 
by  it;  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  Pius  VI,  ratified 
this  condemnation,  and  the  whole  Catholic  Church 
approved  it.     (A.  D.  1791.) 

Nevertheless,  there  were  some  priests  and 
religious,  whom  interest,  ambition  and  fear,  ren- 
dered unfaithful.  They  took  the  place  of  the 
lawful  pastors,  and  thus  became  the  fathers  of 
the  schismatical  Church  of  the  Constitution. 
This  first  crime  led  to  others  ;  a  great  many  of 
them  were  seen  to  contract  scandalous  marriages , 
to  persecute  the  faithful  priests,  to  attend  at  festi- 
vals consecrated  to  the  gods  of  the  revolution, 
and  some  even  to  renounce  the  priesthood,  and 
publicly  abjure  Christianity. 

But  the  religious  gave  to  the  Church  a  more 
consoling  spectacle.  The  philosophers  had  pro- 
claimed that  the  Cloisters  were  peopled  only 
with  victims,  and  if  the  gates  were  opened,  all 
the  religious  would  hasten  to  quit  them.  By  a 
decree  all  these  religious  orders  were  suppressed, 
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The  Cloisters  were  then  thrown  open;  but  the 
inmates  did  every  tningto  remain  in  these  asy- 
lums of  virtue.  Violence  had  to  be  used  to  drive 
them  away,  and  their  constancy  became  an  object 
of  admiration  to  the  world,  and  a  brilliant  victory 
to  Religion.     (A.  D.  1792.) 

Ques.  What  outrages  had  Religion  again  to 
undergo  from  the  philosophy  cf  that  time  ? 

Ans.  The  factious,  then  masters  of  France, 
had  banished  the  Catholic  faith,  and  introduced  in 
its  place  sehism  and  heresy.  But  these  first  dis- 
orders were  only  a  prelude  to  tne  blows  that 
were  aimed  at  Religion.  Very  soon,  by  virtue  of 
decrees,  the  monasteries  were  pillaged  and 
destroyed — the  houses  that  Charity  had  conse- 
crated to  the  poor  and  the  sick,  were  laid  waste 
and  torn  down — all  religious  worship  was  forbid- 
den— of  many  churches  that  the  piety  of  our 
fathers  had  erected,  some  were  demolished,  oth- 
ers profaned — crosses,  relies,  sacred  vessels,  the 
holy  mysteries  themselves,  were  trampled  under 
foot;  and  to  crown  all,  infamous  prostitutes  were 
seen,  decked  as  goddesses  of  reason,  to  sit  in  the 
holy  place,  on  the  very  altar  of  the  living  God, 
and  to  receive  the  incense  of  the  most  shameful 
iMa&y  that  was  ever  beheld,     (A.  D,  1793.) 
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Ques.  Did  not  the  factious  at  least  know  how- 
to  respect  the  lives  of  their  fellow  citizens? 

Ans.  These  men,  who  had  before  so  loudly- 
sounded  the  high  words  of  tolerance,  justice  and 
humanity,  when  they  became  the  strongest,  gave 
themselves  up  to  every  thing  most  horrible  in 
injustice  and  ferocity. 

Already  the  priests,  faithful  to  Religion,  had 
been  despoiled;  by  means  of  intrigues  and 
calumnies  they  were  rendered  odious;  but  now 
their  very  presence  could  not  be  borne.  Upon 
pretence  of  a  conspiracy  they  were  all  proscri- 
bed and  condemned,  some  to  exile,  others  to 
prison.  The  exiles  were  plundered  and  abused 
at  the  frontiers  of  the  State,  there  many  perished  ; 
the  others  were  cast  into  dungeons  with  the 
meanest  criminals.  Soon  came  the  massacres  of 
September.     (A.  D.  1792.) 

At  Paris,  the  hired  assassins  massacred  three 
bishops  and  nearly  a  thousand  Catholic  priests. 
This  dreadful  slaughter  was  imitated  where  ever 
cut-throats  could  be  found  cruel  enough  for  the 
deed.  Every  one  has  heard  of  those  drownings 
of  the  Loire,  where  so  many  priests  were  en- 
gulphed  in  the  waters,  by  means  of  valved  boats ; 
of  that   banishment  to  the  isle  of  Rhd,  where,  of 
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eight  hundred  priests,  more  than  three-fourths 
perished  of  cold  and  want ;  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  of  Paris,  where  thousands  of  persons, 
both  priests  and  laity,  were  condemned  as  fana- 
tics, that  is  to  say,  as  Christians,  and  given  over 
to  a  bloody  death.     (A.  D.  1794.) 

Ques.  What  then  became  of  the  ministers  of 
Religion,  scattered  and  concealed  in  the  interior 
of  France  ? 

Ans.  A  price  was  set  upon  their  heads. 
Pursued  with  the  utmost  rage — surrounded  by 
spies — traitors  and  false  brethren — with  death  all 
the  time  before  their  eyes, — they  nevertheless  did 
not  cease  to  go  about  the  towns  and  country,  and 
to  carry  the  comforts  of  Religion  to  such  of  the 
people  as  remained  faithful.  As  in  the  ancient 
persecutions,  they  celebrated  the  sacred  mysteries 
in  the  silence  of  the  night ;  the  most  retired  apart- 
ments, cabins,  forests,  even  the  bottom  of  caves, 
served  as  asylumns  of  Jesus  Christ,  driven  from 
the  temples,  and  of  his  ministers  banished  from 
an  unbelieving  and  idolatrous  land. 

Many  suffered  on  the  scaffold  for  their  charity  ; 
but  others  quickly  took  their  places,  and  succeed- 
ed to  their  labours  as  they  did  to  their  destruction. 
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so  that,  in  those  days  of  horror  and  blood-shed, 
when  to  be    a  Christian  was   to  be  deserving  of 
death,  religion  was  not  altogether  without  minis- 
ters nor  the    faithful    destitute    of  consolations. 
(A.   D.  1793,  and  following,) 

Ques,  Was  the  Church  persecuted  only  in 
Farnce  ? 

Ans.  Persecution  spread  through  all  the 
states  into  which  the  French  armies  penetrated  ;  it 
was  especially  felt  in  Italy,  the  centre  of  the  Cath- 
olic Religion.  That  same  philosophy  which  had  as- 
sassinated Lewis  XVI,  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  the 
venerable  Pontiff  Pius  VI,  whom  it  could  not  for- 
give for  being  the  head  of  that  religion  it  had 
sworn  to  exterminate.  It  therefore  turned  its 
armies  towards  the  capital  of  the  christian  wTorld. 

The  Vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  after  the  example 
of  his  divine  master,  surrended  himself  into  the 
hands  of  his  persecutors  ;  and  after  some  months 
of  the  hardest  captivity,  the  immortal  pontiff,  the 
victim  of  his  apostolic  fortitude,  died  at  Valentia, 
imploring  the  mercy  of  God  for  the  French,  and 
in  particular  for  those  who  persecuted  him.  (A. 
D.1799.) 

Ques.  How  did  God  overthrow  the  obstacles 
to  the  re-establishment  of  Religion  in  France  ? 
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Aiis.  Never,  perhaps,  was  his  providence 
displayed  in  a  more  sensible  manner  than  on  that 
occasion.  The  government  appeared  to  be  esta- 
blished on  immovable  foundations  ;  its  armies 
occupied  Rome  and  Italy  5  the  members  of  the 
sacred  college  were  all  either  in  chains  or  scat- 
tered by  flight.  But  there  is  no  obstacle  to  Om- 
nipotence. At  the  moment  of  the  death  of  Pius  VI, 
He  called  from  the  north  of  Europe  an  army  of 
Russians  that  drove  the  French  quickly  out  of 
Italy;  the  liberated  cardinals  assembled  in  Ven- 
ice, and  gave  to  the  Church  a  chief,  most  worthy 
to  govern  her  in  those  stormy  circumstances. 
Pius  VII  was  elected.  Scarcely  had  the  Rus* 
sians  fufilled  their  mission  than,  powerful  as  they 
were,  they  in  their  turn  were  driven  out,  and 
disappeared.     (A.  D.  1800.) 

At  the  same  time  God  raised  up  a  Captain  al- 
ready famous  for  his  successes,  and  made  even  his 
ambition  subserve  his  eternal  designs.  Bona- 
parte in  one  hour  broke  down  the  colossal  power 
that  then  oppressed  both  the  Church  and  the 
State.  Invested  with  the  title  of  consul,  he  gave  to 
France,  now  tired  of  her  tyrants,  the  hope  of  a  mil- 
der administration  5  and  Religion  profited  by  the 
occasion,  to  repair  her  ruins  by  degrees,  and  to 
collect  around  her,  her  wandering  children. 
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Ques.  What  new  benefit  did  God  bestow  upon 
his  Church? 

Ans.  The  extinction  of  the  Constitutional 
schism,  and  the  return  of  France  to  Catholic  uni- 
ty. This  reconciliation,  which  was  brought  about 
in  1802,  by  means  of  a  concordat,  gave  occasion 
for  the  re-establishing  of  the  seminaries,  which, 
for  fifteen  years,  had  been  broken  up,  and  for 
bringing  forth  thousands  of  young  clerics,  intend- 
ed to  fill  the  vacancies,  which  a  long  persecution 
had  made  in  the  clergy.  The  concordat  of  1802, 
purchased  though  it  was  by  so  many  sacrifices, 
had  it  done  no  other  good,  would  still  deserve  the 
blessing  of  every  friend  to  Religion. 

Ques.  Was  the  Concordat  faithfully  observed 
by  Buonaparte  ? 

Ans.  It  was  scarcely  concluded  and  publish- 
ed, before  it  was  violated  in  its  most  important 
provisions ;  and  from  that  time,  it  could  be  seen 
that  the  peace  of  the  Church  would  not  continue 
long.  A  circumstance,  however,  postponed  for  a 
time,  the  new  storms  that  threatened  it.  Buona- 
parte was  proclaimed  emperor  under  the  name  of 
Napoleon ;  to  consecrate  this  title  in  the  eyes  of 
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the  faithful,  he  solicited  the  Pope  to  come  and 
give  him  the  sacred  unction  at  Paris.  Pius  VII 
hesitated  a  long  time  $  but  the  hope  of  obtaining 
those  rights,  so  long  denied,  and  the  dread  of  evils 
that  were  threatened  if  he  refused,  induced  him 
to  condescend  to  the  wishes  of  the  new  emperor. 
He  accordingly  crossed  into  France,  and  made 
his  entry  into  Paris  in  1804. 

In  vain  did  the  sect  of  philosophers  endeavor 
to  bring  contempt  upon  the  character  and  person 
of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff;  Faith  triumphed,  and 
Pius  VII  received  in  the  capital  itself,  marks  of 
respect  and  homage  that  atoned  for  the  outrages 
which,  in  those  very  places,  revolutionary  impie- 
ty had  inflicted  upon  Religion. 

Ques.  How  did  Napoleon  acknowledge  the 
condescension  of  the  Pope  in  this  respect  ? 

Ans.  He  repaid  it  with  the  most  shocking  in- 
gratitude, and  turned  against  him  wTith  the  greatest 
enmity.  Master  already  of  a  great  portion  of 
Italy,  he  wished  also  to  possess  himself  of  Rome. 
One  of  his  generals,  by  his  order,  presented  him- 
self as  a  friend,  at  the  gates  of  the  Capital  of  the 
Christian  world  \  no  sooner  was  he  admitted  with- 
in its  walls,  than  he  declared  himself  its  master, 
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and  disposed  of  it  as  a  conquest.  To  find  a  pre- 
text against  the  Pope,  he  made  demands  of  him 
-which  he  well  knew  could  not  in  conscience  be 
granted. 

Upon  the  refusal  of  the  Holy  Father,  they 
forced  his  palace,  drove  him  into  exile,  imprison- 
ed his  most  faithful  servants,  and  even  the  bish- 
ops and  cardinals.  (A.  D.  1808.)  To  complete 
the  sacrilege,  Napoleon  then  declared  Rome  re- 
united to  his  Empire.  Pius  VII  excommunica- 
ted the  usurper,  with  all  his  accomplices  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  usurper  revenged  himself  on  the 
Pope,  by  forcing  him  from  Rome,  and  dragging 
him,  almost  dying,  beyond  the  Alps,  to  Savona, 
"where  he  kept  him  shut  up  for  nearly  five  years, 
cut  off  from  all  communication  with  his  flock. 
(A.  D.  1809.) 

Ques.  In  this  conjuncture,  what  became  of 
the  Cardinals  and  principal  Dignitaries  of  Rome  ? 

Ans.  Napoleon,  whilst  he  struck  at  the  head, 
did  not  spare  the  members.  Although  driven 
away  from  their  duties,  deprived  of  their  goods, 
exiled  and  scattered  through  all  parts  of  France, 
neither  the  outrages  with  which  they  wrere 
covered,   nor   all  kinds  of  vexations  that  were 
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heaped  upon  them.  Tor  many  years,    could  over- 
come their  constancy. 

They  every  where  left  memorable  examples  of 
patience,  modesty,  piety,  and  charity;  and  never 
did  the  Roman  Church— (that  Church  so  slander- 
ed by  innovators,-  and  hitherto  so  little  known  by 
many  of  her  own  children, — )  never  did  she  ap- 
pear more  august,  more  holy,  more  divine,  than 
in  those  days  of  oppression,  when,  stript  of  all 
outward  pomp,  no  ornament  was  left  her  but  her 
virtues,  no  help  but  her  privilege  of  infallibility. 

Ques.  How  did  Napoleon  pursue  his  plan  of 
persecution  ? 

Ans.  With  an  activity  and  address  unequal- 
led even  by  that  of  Julian  the  Apostate.  Bent 
on  secretly  sapping  all  the  props  of  Christianity, 
one  after  another,  he  suppressed  most  of  the  re- 
ligious orders — forbade  missions,  and,  under  va- 
rious pretexts,  silenced  the  most  celebrated 
preachers. 

These  first  successes  encouraged  him  to  dare 
every  thing.  On  his  sole  authority,  he  divided, 
abolished,  and  established  dioceses,  filled  vacant 
Sees  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  forced  the  chap- 
ters to  confer  the  administration  of  spiritual  things 
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upon  men,  whose  jurisdiction  was  more  than 
doubtful.  The  Pope  having  raised  his  voice, 
from  the  bottom  of  his  prison,  against  these  sa- 
crilegious measures,  Napoleon  declared  every  Ca- 
tholic punishable  by  death,  who  should  be  con- 
victed of  communicating  to  any  one,  the  decision 
of  the  head  of  the  Church.     (A.  D.  1810.) 

Ques.  What  did  Napoleon  do  to  divide  the 
Pope  and  the  episcopal  body  ? 

Ans.  Repelled  by  the  Pope,  and  always  afraid 
to  shew  himself  an  open  persecutor,  he  under- 
took to  obtain  from  the  bishops  what  he  could  not 
wrest  from  their  chief,  and  to  enable  himself,  by 
their  support,  to  dispense  altogether  with  the  pa- 
pal authority.  With  this  view,  he  r  convoked,  at 
Paris,  an  assembly  which  he  dignified  with  the 
name  of  a  council.  An  hundred  and  ten  bishops 
were  constrained  to  attend.  He  required  them 
to  judge  the  Vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  him  to  whom, 
according  to  the  council  of  Florence,  by  divine 
right,  belonged  the  full  power  to  rule  the  univer- 
sal Church  ;  he  proposed  to  them  to  decree,  that, 
without  him,  the  Church  of  France  could  appoint 
her  own  pastors,  and  take  care  of  herself. 

The  bishops  met  only  to  renew,   at  the  foot  of 
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the  altar,  their  oath  of  consecration,  and  to  swear 
obedience  to  him  whom  the  persecutor  wished 
them  to  oppose.  The  pretended  council  had  no 
other  session,  and  the  powers  of  darkness  were 
overcome.     (A.  D.  1810.) 

Ques.  How  did  Napoleon  take  revenge  of 
the  episcopal  body  ? 

Ans.  Napoleon,  seeing  himealf  deceived  in 
the  hopes  he  had  based  upon  the  compliance  of 
the  bishsps,  resumed  his  plan  of  secret  destruc- 
tion, and  applied  himself  more  than  ever  to  take 
away  from  the  Catholic  Church,  all  defence  for 
the  present,  and  all  resources  for  the  future. 
The  works  in  favor  of  Religion  were  either  en- 
tirely suppressed,  or  else  could  only  be  had  mu- 
tilated and  disfigured  by  the  slaves  of  the  prince's 
will. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  advocates  of  the 
Church  were  forbid  either  to  speak  or  write  in 
her  defence,  innovators  of  every  sect  were  en- 
couraged, licentious  and  impious  books  were 
multiplied,  papers  published  against  the  Pope, 
against  confession,  against  celibacy  of  the  clergy, 
&cs  Until  then  the  bishops  had  retained  the  un- 
deniable right  of  directing  the  education  of  young 
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men  who  aspired  to  the  priesthood ;  but  now  an 
imperial  decree  was  issued  against  the  seminari- 
ans, and  permitted  them  to  exist  only  upon  the 
double  condition  of  paying  a  ruinous  tax,  and  of 
going  to  learn  their  lessons  in  schools  where  both 
their  faith  and  morals  were  endangered. 

At  length  the  secular  authority  went  so  far  as 
to  take  into  its  own  hands  the  theological  instruc- 
tion ;  and  the  military  conscriptions,  or  the  pub- 
lic works,  became  the  punishment  of  those  high 
minded  youths  who  refused  to  lend  themselves 
to  these  innovations.     (A.  D.  1812.) 

This  is  what  the  persecutor,  more  ingenious 
than  all  who  went  before  him,  called,  not  openly 
destroying,  but  secretly  undermining  Christianity. 

Ques.     How  did  this  long  oppression  end  ? 

Ans.  It  ended  by  a  course  of  events  in  which 
it  is  impossible  not  to  own  the  hand  of  God. 
Ambition  made  Napoleon  blind,  and  led  him  into 
the  heart  of  Russia,  where  his  reputation  and  his 
power  were  buried  with  more  than  four  hundred 
thousand  Frenchmen.  (A.  D.  1812.)  On  his 
return  to  France,  he  went  to  see  the  Pope  at 
Fontainebleau  ;  for  this  august  captive,  for  four 
months,  had  been  changed  about  from  one  place 
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to  another.  Having  become  moderate,  it  appears, 
by  his  reverses,  he  proposed  to  the  Pope  an  ac- 
commodation 5  but  the  Pope  declared  that  he 
would  only  treat  with  him  at  Rome,  and  there  in 
the  midst  of  the  sacred  College. 

This  resolution  astonished  Napoleon ;  but  sur- 
prise quickly  gave  place  to  anger,  and  then  to 
fury ;  he  broke  out  into  threats,  he  outraged  the 
Pontiff,  and  even  forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  lift 
his  hands  against  his  sacred  person.  Soon  after 
he  became  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  and  retured 
to  milder  measures  ,*  he  nattered,  he  caressed,  he 
promised.  At  length,  partly  by  cunning,  partly 
by  violence,  he  induced  his  captive  to  sign  an 
article  which,  on  certain  conditions,  was  to  serve 
as  the  basis  of  a  new  concordat. 

As  soon  as  the  impostor  got  this  into  his  hands, 
he  altered  it,  published  it  in  violation  of  his 
pledged  faith,  and  presented^it  to  France  as  an 
absolute  concordat  \  he  set  it  up  as  a  law  of  the 
State. 

The  Pope  hastened  to  protest  against  this  per- 
fidy ;  but  Napoleon  had  obtained  enough  to  de- 
ceive those  who  were  willing  to  be  deceived. 
(A.  D.  1813.)  He  applauded  himself  for  his 
triumph,  yet  he  was  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
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All  Europe  leagued  against  him,  all  his  allies 
abandoned  him  at  once.  He  was  driven  from 
Germany,  from  Spain,  from  Switzerland  5  his  en- 
emies followed  him,  and  entered,  on  his  heels,  into 
the  interior  of  France.  He  might  still  have  laid 
down  his  arms  ;  they  offered  him  peaee,  he  re- 
fused it.  The  victim  of  a  spirit  of  error  and 
blindness,  he  lost  every  thing,  even  to  his  mili- 
tary talents.  Like  a  ferocious  beast  surrounded 
by  hunters,  he  struggled  for  sometime  with  more 
fury  than  sagacity. 

At  last,  the  hand  of  God  struck  him  and  he 
sank  down ;  he  beheld  himself  a  captive  in  Fon- 
tainebeau,  in  the  same  place  where  he  had 
chained  his  benefactor  and  father ;  he  watered, 
with  the  tears  of  despair,  the  same  places  where 
he  had  caused  to  flow  those  of  the  vicar  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Banished  to  a  distant  isle,  he  outlived 
his  power  to  hear  tfie  universe  shout  at  his  fall, 
and  rejoice  for  having  at  length  escaped  from  the 
enemy  of  God  and  men.     (A.  D.  1814) 

What  revolution  has  ever  produced  such  won- 
ders ?  We  behold,  and  scarcely  believe  our  eyes, 
the  colossus  which  yesterday  terrified  the  earth, 
to-day  overthrown  and  trampled  in  the  dust  by 
those  very  persons  who  had  so  long  crouched  at 
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his  feet.  We  see  Religion  lifted  up  and  triumph- 
ing at  the  very  moment  when  impiety  expected 
to  see  her  breathe  her  last  We  see  the  head 
of  the  church  delivered  from  fetters,  and  restored 
to  the  apostolic  see  by  nations  separated  from  the 
Church.  We  see  the  Capital  of  France  conquer- 
ed, and  yet  spared  by  those  conqurers  who  had 
the  desolation  of  Berlin,  of  Vienna  and  of  Mos- 
cow, to  revenge.  France  hereself,  pacified  by 
her  natural  enemies,  we  see  restored  to  society 
by  men  who,  in  her  eyes,  were  barbarians,  and 
savages,  and  given  back  to  her  lawful  princes  by 
sovereigns  whose  thrones  she  had  overthrown  or 
shaken.  We  see,,  in  fine,  her  kings  recalled  to 
their  heritage  at  the  moment  they  despaired  of 
ever  repossessing  it,  and  replaced  upon  the  throne 
of  St.  Louis  by  the  very  men  whose  rebellion 
had  driven  them  away  twenty  years  before,  and 
all  this  without  costing  France  a  drop  of  blood 
or  a  single  tear. 

Ques.  How  has  the  holy  father,  since  his  re- 
turn to  Rome,  prepared  for  healing  the  wounds 
given. to  Religion? 

Ans.  Among  other  means  with  which  his 
holy  zeal  has  inspired  him,  1st — he  has  opened 
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a  general  mission  for  the  clergy  and  people  of 
Rome,  and  has  himself  set  an  example  of  devotion 
to  the  exercises  of  the  mission.  2d— He  has 
forbidden  in  all  his  states,  under  heavy  penalties, 
those  secret  societies,  known  under  the  name  of 
masonic  lodges,  whose  doctrine,  equally  danger- 
ous to  the  throne  as  to  the  altar,  has  shaken 
France  and  Europe  to  their  foundations.  3d — He 
has  spoken  to  the  universal  Church,  and  by  a 
solemn  act  of  pontificial  authority,  the  first  that 
distinguished  his  re-establishment,  he  has  restor- 
ed to  the  wishes  of  the  Christian  world  the  Society 
of  Jesus. 

Ques.  What  instruction  should  we  draw  from 
the  history  of  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

Ans.  The  history  of  the  Church  teaches  us 
sufficiently  that  her  destiny  here  below  is  always 
to  be  attacked,  and  always  to  triumph.  God,  to 
make  it  plain  that  it  is  his  work,  has  willed  that 
it  should  stand  against  the  opposition  of  men,  and 
be  founded  in  great  sufferings. 

Scarcely  had  it  began  to  breathe  under  Constan- 
tine  the  Great,  when  it  saw  heresies  rise  up 
against  it,  and  successively  attack  all  the  articles 
of  its  faith.     But   hell  found  it  as  impregnable 
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to  intestine  divisions  as  it  had  been  to  enemies 
without ;  as  fast  as  heresy  took  away  some  of  her 
children,  she  never  failed  to  repair  the  loss  by 
acquiring  others. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  to  stand  to  the  end 
of  ages  5  the  different  revolutions  of  states  shake 
her  not,  she  survives  their  ruin.  She  has  seen 
kingdoms,  repubics  and  empires,  crumble  and  fall 
around,  and  in  the  midst  of  her — she  alone  stands 
firm  and  immovable,  and  after  the  lapse  of  eigh- 
teen centuries,  shows  all  the  vigour  and  fruitful- 
ness  of  her  youth.  Those  who  shall  come  after 
us,  will  find  her  still  subsisting.  She  will  con- 
tinue to  advance  with  a  steady  pace,  through 
ages  and  human  revolutions,  to  the  end  of  time, 
to  re-unite  hereslf  with  Jesus  Christ  in  the  place 
of  his  eternal  rest. 

As  for  us,  born  and  raised  in  the  bosom  of 
that  Church,  instructed  in  her  doctrine,  sanctified 
by  her  sacraments,  nourished  in  principles  of  an 
invariable  attachment  to  her  faith  and  her  author- 
ity, let  us  profit  by  the  good  that  is  practiced  in 
her  midst,  let  us  lament  the  evil  we  cannot  pre- 
vent, let  us  separate  ourselves  from  those  who 
dishonor  her,  and  let  us  share  in  her  combats  if 
we  desire  to  partake  of  her  triumphs. 
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The  following  remarks  upon  the  spirit  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  taken  from  a  very  ahle  tract  recently  published 
by  the  Metropolitan  Tract  Society  at  Baltimore,  will,  it 
is  thought,  constitute  a  not  unuseful  conclusion  to  the 
preceding  history.  In  it  may  be  found,  in  a  condensed 
form,  an  excellent  refutation  of  many  of  the  charges  which 
those  separated  from  us  in  religious  belief,  have  constant- 
ly urged  against  the  Catholic  Church.  Unable  to  dis- 
prove the  tenets  of  our  faith,  those  adversaries  have  re- 
sorted to  the  attempt  of  making  out  that  our  Church  is 
hostile  to  freedom  of  thought  and  of  civil  government, 
thus,  that  by  prejudicing  the  uninformed  against  her,  in 
matters  touching  their  human  interests,  they  may  raise  up 
a  wall  at  the  very  entrance  of  the  mind  against  the  ad- 
mission of  the  truth  of  our  principles.  But  let  Catholics 
be  well  informed  in  regard  to  those  things  whereof  their 
adversaries  accuse  them,  and  an  easy  refutation  of  every 
charge  will  be  the  result.  But  to  refute  is  an  easier  mat- 
ter than  to  convince  them.  Their  prejudices  are  fortified 
by  the  ingenious  perversions  of  many  an  able  pen,  and 
by  the  crafty  sophisms  of  many  a  brilliant  mind.  The 
great  enemy  of  truth,  whose  wiles  and  deceits  are  permit- 
ted by  the  Almighty,  and  as  universally  recognized  as  the 
providence  of  God  himself,  has  not  omitted,  in  his  pro* 
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gram  of  destruction,  to  enlist  the  services  of  competent 
coadjutors.  Thus  we  not  only  see  the  ignorant  and  un- 
skilful arrayed  against  us,  but  also  bold  and  powerful 
leaders,  whose  abilities  are  scarcely  inferior  to  those  of 
the  master  they  serve.  Great  talents  and  ingenuity  are 
capable  of  investing  any  question  with  dangerous  plausibil- 
ity ;  and  thus  such  spirits  as  Hume,  Gibbon  and  Voltaire, 
not  to  add  a  host  of  others  like  them,  have  thrown  around 
the  events  of  History,  a  glare  that  has  stricken  with  blind- 
ness thousands  of  gifted  as  well  as  ungifted  minds.  Such 
are  the  agencies  that  the  Powers  of  Darkness  employ  to 
confound  the  children  of  light.  They  may  obscure,  as 
they  have  obscured,  but  they  never  can  destroy  the  truth. 
Against  the  gates  of  Hell  that  divine  and  eternal  princi- 
pal will  for  ever  prevail.  It  was  never  promised  that 
those  fiery  gates  should  never  assail  the  Church  of  God, 
but  only  that  they  never  should  prevail  against  it.  It  is 
therefore  always  to  be  expected  that  that  sacred  edifice 
shall  suffer  from  the  assaults  of  Satan,  and  those  assaults, 
though  never  victorious,  are  never  to  be  despised. 

The  limits  and  character  of  a  work  like  this,  intended 
as  it  is  for  the  use  of  Schools,  will  not  admit  of  very  ex- 
tended comments  upon  the  subjects  in  controversy  be- 
tween the  Catholic  and  Protestant  world  5  but  it  is  hoped 
that  sufficient  will  be  found  to  furnish  even  the  youthful 
student,  a  means  of  answering  the  impugners  of  his  faith, 
and  to  place  him  in  the  way  of  obtaining  more  particular 
and  satifactory  information,  when  he  shall  come  to  range 
among  the  broader  fields  of  history. 
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The  spirit  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  not  one 
of  persecution  and  violence.  The  weapons  of 
her  apostles  and  missionaries  have  always  been 
patience,  meekness,  forbearance  even  unto  death, 
peaceable  instruction,  and  above  all,  the  living 
and  irresistable  eloquence  of  a  pure  and  unspot- 
ted life.  Christ  sent  his  apostles  as  lambs  among 
wolves,  and  in  the  conflict  against  the  pagan 
wTorld,  which  lasted  for  three  centuries,  we  truly 
see  them  in  the  light  of  lambs  with  regard  to  the 
heathens,  who,  without  hearing  them,  consigned 
them  by  thousands  to  slaughter.  Although  their 
large  number  must  have  apprised  them  of  their 
strength,  they  never  entertained  the  thought  of 
rising  in  a  body  against  the  Roman  emperors ; 
they  remembered  the  doctrine  and  the  example  of 
their  Divine  Master,  and  they  acted  accordingly. 

The  first  Christian  emperor,  Constantine  the 
Great,  was  far  from  retaliating  upon  the  heathens 
the  rigor  which  his  predecessors  had  exercised 
against  the  Christians.  HowTever  great  was  his 
zeal  for  the  diffusion  of  the  true  religion,  in  which 
he  had  been  instructed  by  Catholic  bishops,  he 
did  not  so  much  as  attempt  to  compel,  but  con- 
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tented  himself  with  mildly  exhorting  his  s.ubjects 
to  embrace  it,  and  even  gave  orders  that  no  one 
should  be  in  the  least  annoyed  on  account  of  his 
religion.  See  his  life  by  Eusebius,  b.  n.  ch* 
47,  48,  etc. 

Another  Christian  emperor,  Honorius,  having 
in  410  passed  very  severe  edicts  to  repress  the 
horrid  excesses  and  cruelties  of  the  Donatists  in 
Africa,  St.  Augustine  and  other  orthodox  prelates 
exerted  all  their  influence  to  mitigate  in  favor  of 
those  wretched  people  the  severity  of  the  law,  and 
to  procure  their  conversion  by  instructions  and 
conferences,  rather  than  let  their  bodies  perish 
by  capital  punishment.  We  learn  from  Possidi- 
us,  the  disciple  and  friend  of  St.  Agustine,  in  the 
life  of  this  holy  doctor,  that  they  had  the  satis- 
faction to  succeed  in  their  charitable  undertaking. 

Pope  St.  Leo  the  Great,  who  lived  at  the  time 
when  the  Church  was  attacked  by  very  danger- 
ous enemies,  speaking  of  the  Manicheans,  the 
worst  of  all,  says  that  "  the  ecclesiastical  lenity 
was  content,  even  in  this  case,  with  the  sacerdo- 
tal judgment,  and  avoided  all  sanguinary  pun- 
ishments." A  remarkable  fact  had  recently 
proved  the  truth  of  his  assertion.  It  was  against 
a  branch  of  these  sectarians,  the  Priscillians,  that 
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the  secular  arm  first  exerted  its  severity,  at 
Triers,  under  the  emperor  Maxim  us,  about  the 
year  385.  This  event  served  to  show  how  ad- 
verse the  Catholic  Church  is  to  the  bloody  spirit 
of  persecution  :  Pope  St.  Siricius,  and  the  most 
holy  prelates  of  the  West,  blamed  the  rigor  that 
had  been  exercised  against  the  Priscillians,  and 
the  two  bishops,  Ithacius  and  Idacius,  who  had 
obtained  their  condemnation  in  a  civil  court,  were 
themselves  condemned  for  that  very  reason  in  the 
councils  of  Milan,  (A.  D.  390,)  and  of  Turin 
(401.) 

When  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  was  converted 
to  the  true  religion  by  the  apostle  of  England, 
St.  Austin,  he  had  a  great  desire  that  all  his  sub- 
jects should,  like  him,  embrace  Christianity  ;  but, 
as  venerable  Bede  relates,  he  did  not  compel  any 
one  to  do  so,  because  he  had  learned  from  the  Ro- 
man missionaries  that  the  service  of  Christ  ought 
to  be  voluntary.  Pope  St.  Gregory  the  Great, 
by  whom  these  holy  missionaries  were  sent  to 
England,  evinced  on  many  other  occasions  his 
firm  adherence  to  this  mild  spirit  of  Christianity. 
Writing  to  the  bishop  of  Terracina,  who  had 
used  some  violence  against  the  Jews,  he  said : 
"  It    is  by    mildness   and    exhortations,    not   by 
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threats  and  terror,  that  the  infidels  must  be  in- 
duced to  become  Christians,"  and  again,  to  a  pa- 
triarch of  Constantinople  ;  "  This  is  indeed  a 
very  strange  way  of  preaching,  which  enforces 
the  true  faith  by  ill-treatment !"  Such  were  the 
principles  and  the  constant  doctrine  of  that  holy 
pontiff. 

St.  Bernard,  abbot  of  Clairvaux  and  the  bright- 
est ornament  of  his  age,  having  learned  that  a 
fanatical  preacher  exhorted  the  people  to  murder 
the  Jews  as  enemies  of  Christianity,  opposed 
him  with  all  the  force  of  his  eloquence,  and  res- 
cued these  devoted  victims  from  the  danger  which 
threatened  them.  Pope  Clement  VI,  in  a  simi- 
lar crisis  of  popular  fury,  hastened  to  forbid, 
even  under  penalty  of  excommunication,  any  vi- 
olence to  be  offered  to  them  either  in  their  per- 
sons or  in  their  property  ;  and  it  is  well  known 
in  general  that  the  Jews  never  enjoyed  greater 
protection  than  under  the  Roman  Pontiffs  3  so 
much  so,  that  the  city  of  Rome  where  they  oc- 
cupy a  separate  quarter,  with  mere  precautions 
of  police,  has  been  proverbially  called  the  Para- 
dise of  the  Jews. 

Robertson)  in  his  History  of  America,  renders 
full  justice  to  the  zeal  and  charity  of  the  Spanish 
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ecclesiastics  in  favor  of  the  Indians  of  San  Do- 
mingo, at  the  time  when  these  unhappy  people 
were  harshly  treated  by  their  conquerors.  u  The 
missionaries,"  says  he,  "  in  conformity  to  the 
mild  spirit  of  that  religion  which  they  were  em- 
ployed to  publish,  early  remonstrated  against  this 
conduct"  Besides  the  Dominican  fathers,  and 
the  zealous  Bartholomew  Las  Casas,  whose  ex- 
ertions in  that  noble  cause  are  so  justly  renown- 
ed, the  monks  of  St.  Jerome  also  "  neglected  no 
circumstance  that  tended  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of 
the  yoke ;  and  by  their  authority,  their  example 
and  their  exhortations,  they  labored  to  inspire 
their  countrymen  with  sentiments  of  equity  and 
gentleness  towards  the  Indians,  (b.  in.  ad  ann. 
1517.) 

In  the  fifth  book  of  his  work,  the  same  histo- 
rian relates  that  Cortez  having  resolved,  in  his 
march  towards  Mexico,  to  destroy  by  open  force 
the  altars  and  the  idols  of  the  Tlascalans,  was 
checked  in  his  inconsiderate  design  by  Father 
Olmedo,  a  chaplain  to  the  expedition.  This  ven- 
erable man  "  represented  that  religion  was  not  to 
be  propagated  by  the  sword,  or  infidels  to  be  con- 
verted by  violence  ;  that  other  weapons  were  to 
be  employed  in  this  ministry,  namely,  patient  in- 
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struction  and  pious  example The  remon- 
strances of  an  ecelesiastic,  no  less  respectable  for 
wisdom  than  virtue,  had  their  proper  weight  with 
Cortez.  He  left  the  Tlascalans  in 'the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  own  rites,  requiring  only 
that  they  should  desist  from  their  horrid  practices 
of  offering  human  victims  in  sacrifice." 

The  charity  and  mildness  displayed  by  the 
French  clergy  in  favor  of  Protestants,  at  the  time 
of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  and 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  are  well 
known.  A  similar  remark  can  be  made  concern- 
ing the  penal  statute  passed  under  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary  against  her  Protestant  subjects  in 
consequence  of  the  provocations  which  she  had 
often  experienced  from  their  inordinate  zeal. 
Motives  of  state  policy  actuated,  indeed,  the 
abettors  of  that  rigorous  measure  ;  but  far  from 
being  supported  by  any  argument  from  ecclesias- 
tical authority,  it  was  on  the  contrary  powerfully 
opposed  by  Cardinal  Pole  in  the  cabinet  council, 
and  even  by  King  Phillip's  chaplain  from  the 
pulpit.  When  likewise,  Emmanuel,  king  of  Por- 
tugal, ordered  some  violent  measures  to  be  re- 
sorted to,  apparently  (or  the  good  of  religion,  the 
celebrated   Jesuit  historian,    Mariana,  observed. 
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that  the  edict  was  most  repugnant  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  Christian  Church  ;  decretum  a  h- 
gibus  et  institutis  Christianis  abhorrens  maximt. 

It  was  from  these  sacred  statutes  and  laws, 
still  more  than  from  his  own  benevolent  heart, 
that  Fenelon  drew  the  following  beautiful  max- 
ims and  counsels  which  he  addressed  to  the  son 
of  King  James  II.,  called  the  Pretender :  "  Above 
all,  never  force  your  subjects  to  change  their 
religion.  No  human  power  can  reach  the  im- 
penetrable recess  of  the  free  will  of  the  heart. 
Violence  can  never  persuade  men;  it  serves 
only  to  make  hypocrites Grant  civil  lib- 
erty to  all,  not  in  approving  every  thing  as  good, 
nor  regarding  every  thing  as  indifferent,  but  in 
tolerating  with  patience  whatever  Almighty  God 
tolerates,  and  endeavoring  to  convert  men  by  mild 
persuasion."  "  Sur  toutes  choses,  ne  forcez  jamais 
vos  sujets  a  changer  de  religion.  Nulle  puissance 
humaine  ne  peut  forcer  le  retranchment  impenetra- 
ble de  la  liberte  du  cceur.  La  force  ne  peut  jamais 
persuader  les  hommes  ;  elle  ne  fait  que  des  hypo- 
crites  Accordez  a  tons  la  tolerance  civile, 

non  en  approuvant  tout  comrae  indifferent,  mais 
en  sofFrant  avec  patience  tout  ce  que  Dieu  souffre, 
et  en  tachant  de  ramener  les  hommes  par  une  douce 
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persuasion.  (  Vie  de  Fenelm,  par  Ramsay,  176 ; 
or  by  Cardinal  Bausset,  vol.  m.  p.  208.) 

The  same  benevolent  and  mild  spirit  of  Catho- 
licity has  been  also  strikingly  displayed  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  To  prove  this,  we  need 
merely  refer  to  the  history  of  the  settlers  of  Ma- 
ryland, the  only  one  of  the  early  British  colonies 
that  was  founded  by  a  body  of  Catholics.  "Its 
history,"  says  Bancroft  (vol.  i.  p.  268,)  "is  the 
history  of  benevolence,  gratitude,  and  toleration. 
....  The  Roman  Catholics,  who  were  oppres- 
sed by  the  laws  of  England,  were  sure  to  find  a 
peaceful  asylum  in  the  quiet  harbors  of  the  Chesa- 
peake 5  and  there,  too,  Protestants  were  sheltered 
against  Protestant  intolerance."  (See  also  Wil- 
son, Amer.  Revol.  ch.  n.  p.  21.)  Whilst  the 
Episcopalians  of  Virginia  would  suffer  no  other 
form  of  worship  than  their  own ;  whilst  the  Pu- 
ritans of  New-England  punished  with  exile, 
fines,  or  tortures,  the  dissenters  from  their  creed, 
the  Catholics  of  Maryland  alone,  instead  of  imi- 
tating the  example,  invited  the  sufferers  to  come 
among  them,  and  kindly  received  into  their  hos- 
pitable colony  the  victims  of  intolerance  from  the 
other  settlements. 

Nor  has  the  American  Catholic  of  the  present 
day  degenerated  from  the  maxims  of  his  ances- 
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tors.  However  ready  to  defend  his  just  rights 
against  all  illegal  attacks  and  actual  violence,  he 
is  equally  disposed  never  to  attempt  the  least 
unjust  aggression  against  persons  of  a  different 
creed.  How  strongly  soever  attached  to  his  faith, 
it  is  only  by  a  fair  and  mild  exposition  of  its  doc- 
trines that  he  seeks  to  vindicate  them  ;  being  satis- 
lied  that  the  true  religion  neither  needs  nor  re- 
quires to  be  defended  or  promoted  by  plots  and  as- 
sociations, riots  and  conflagrations,  misrepresenta- 
tion and  calumny,  he  would  be  ashamed  to  use,  and 
he  is  above  all,careful  not  to  employ  such  unworthy 
weapons  for  the  support  of  so  sacred  a  cause. 

The  arms  employed  by  the  Catholic  Church  to 
obtain  and  preserve  her  primitive  empire  over  so 
many  millions  spread  throughout  the  world,  have 
then  been  forbearance,  mildness,  persuasion  and 
good  example.  Still  by  a  mysterious  but  adora- 
ble dispensation  of  divine  Providence,  it  has  been 
her  constant  lot  to  suffer  persecution,  from  the 
times  of  the  apostles  to  the  present  day  5  some- 
times with  the  fiercest  violence,  often  in  a  hidden 
manner,  always  in  some  shape  or  other.  The 
word  of  Christ  has  come  to  pass,  "  If  they  have 
persecuted  me,  they  will  also  persecute  you" 
(John  xv.  20;)  the  servant  must  not  be  more 
privileged  than  his  I^ord?     The  acts  of  the  apos- 
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ties  present  to  us  the  opening  of  that  persecution 
which  had  no  other  cause  than  the  envy  and  jeal- 
ousy of  the  Jews,  at  the  unparalleled  success  with 
which  the  preaching  of  Peter  and  Paul  was 
crowned,  supported  as  it  was  by  the  splendid 
miracles  which  they  performed,  and  the  more  ir- 
resistible influence  of  the  sublime  virtues  which 
they  practised.  The  Roman  Emperors  took  up 
the  sword  of  persecution  from  the  Jews,  and 
wielded  it  against  the  Church  of  Christ  with  a 
fury,  a  cruelty,  and  an  obstinacy,  which  must  have 
crushed  her  in  her  cradle,  if  human  had  been  her 
origin,  and  human  her  means  of  preservation. 
Sectarians  have  ever  since  continued  the  war 
against  the  Church ;  and  the  scenes  of  bloodshed, 
plunder,  burning,  civil  wars,  which  for  better 
than  a  century  after  the  establishment  of  the  re- 
formation made  Europe  reek  with  the  blood  of 
her  children,  and  smoke  with  the  ruins  of  her 
monuments,  proved  by  no  means  an  unconspicu- 
ous  act  in  that  long  tragedy  in  which  she  invari- 
ably saw  her  children,  her  religious,  and  priests 
immolated  as  victims.  Under  the  name  of  liberty 
of  conscience,  men  were  found  who  aimed  at  ex- 
tirpating the  ancient  and  largely  predominating 
worship,  by  burning  the  ancient  houses  of  prayer 
and  time-honored  temples,  or  wresting  them  from 
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the  ancient  oweners ;  banishing  or  murdering 
priests,  monks  and  nuns ;  waging  an  open  and 
violent  persecution  against  the  professsors  of  the 
ancient  creed,  a  persecution  which  they  carried 
on  at  all  times  with  calumnies  and  slanders,  often 
with  fire  and  sword.  The  conflagrations  of  the 
convent  of  Charlestown  in  1835,  the  recent  wan- 
ton destruction  of  two  churches  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  burning  of  a  house  of  education  where 
unoffending  sisters  of  charity  were  employed  in 
disseminating  the  saving  knowledge  of  Christ, 
and  inculcating  the  true  spirit  of  charity  and 
philanthrophy  with  which  they  were  animated, 
are  but  trifling  incidents  and  insignificant  epi- 
sodes in  this  long  drama  which  began  three  hun- 
dred years  ago,  and  will  close,  we  know  not 
when. 

The  enemies  of  our  religion  often  draw  glow- 
ing pictures  of  the  rigors  of  the  Inquisition,  of  the 
bloody  executions  that  were  witnessed  during  the 
reign  of  Mary,  and  of  the  great  number  of  victims 
that  perished  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  and 
under  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  the  Netherlands. 
But  they  do  not  mention  that  Catholics  as  a  body 
do  not  approve  of  the  cruelties  that  were  then 
practised  ;  they  do  not  mention  that  these  execu- 
tions were  in  general,  nothing  more  than  the  ap- 
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plication  of  penal  laws,  which  were  a  portion  of 
the  civil  jurisprudence  acted  upon  in  those  times 
by  all  parties  5  that  they  were  the  result  of  civil 
proceedings,  and  that  the  princes\vho  ordered 
these  executions  did  little  more  than  defend  their 
thrones  against  men  who  had  vowed  an  eternal 
hatred  to  them,  who  aimed  professedly  at  the  up- 
setting of  their  authority,  and  who  used  for  that 
purpose  seditious  pamphlets,  incendiary  appeals, 
calumny,  riots,  and  often  open  rebellion,  where 
the  conflict  between  the  two  parties  was  to  be 
decided  in  the  open  field.  When  they  speak  of 
the  cruelties  exercised  against  Protestants,  not  by 
the  Church  which  was  always  opposed  to  perse* 
cution,  but  by  the  civil  authorities,  they  carefully 
conceal  that  Catholics  suffered  persecution  from 
their  adversaries  to  a  much  greater  degree 
than  they  ever  inflicted  it  5  they  do  not  mention 
that  the  streets  of  London  repeatedly  flowed  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  the  blood  of 
Catholic  priests  and  laymen — shed  merely  for 
their  having  practised  the  religion  of  Alfred,  of 
Edward  the  confessor  and  William  of  Wrikeham, 
and  that  the  Protestant  prelates,  Home,  Cooper 
and  Neale  had  been  in  their  days  violent  perse- 
cutors ;  they  do  not  mention  that  the  reformation 
began  in  Scotland  by  the  assassination  of  Cardinal 
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Beatoun,  in  which  Knox  was  a  party,  and  to 
which  Fox  in  his  Ads  and  Monuments  says  that 
the  murderers  were  instigated  by  the  spirit  of 
God  ;  an  example  which  was  sanctioned  by  a 
decree  of  the  Parliament  in  1560,  and  by  a  de- 
claration of  the  presbytery  in  1596,  on  the  plea 
(what  a  plea!)  that  the  Catholics  were  idolaters, 
and  for  this  crime  deserved  death ;  they  do  not 
mention  that  the  penal  laws  were  exercised  with 
the  utmost  barbarity  against  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, though  the  Catholics  constituted  there  the 
body  of  the  people  ;  they  do  not  mention  that 
wherever  the  Huguenots  carried  their  victorious 
arms  in  France  against  their  sovereign,  they  pro- 
hibited the  exercise  of  the  Catholic  religion ; 
slaughtered  the  priests  and  religious,  burnt  the 
churches  and  convents,  dug  up  the  dead  to  make 
bullets  of  their  leaden  coffins;  that  in  the  single 
province  of  Dauphiny,  according  to  Froumen- 
teau,  one  of  their  own  writers,  they  killed  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  priests  and  one  hundred  and 
twelve  monks  or  friars,  and  that  in  these  horrid 
scenes  the  famous  Baron  Des  Adrets  signalized  his 
barbarity  by  forcing  his  Catholicprisoners  to  jump 
from  the  towers  upon  the  pikes  of  his  soldiers 
and  obliged  his  own  children  to  wash  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  Catholics ;  they  do  not   mention, 
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when  relating  triumphantly  the  excesses  of  the 
Duke  of  Alva,  in  the  low  countries — excesses 
which  the  Catholics  condemn  and  execrate  as 
much  as  they  do,  they  do  not  mention  that  Pro- 
testants in  the  same  place  were  also  guilty  of  the 
most  revolting  persecution  against  the  Catholics  $ 
that  they  endeavored  to  erect  the  same  fanatical  and 
bloody  Kingdom  in  Holland,  which  John  of  Ley- 
den  had  established  at  Munster,  crying  out  that 
God  had  given  up  the  country  to  the?n  and  that  ven- 
geance awaited  all  who  did  not  join  them  j  that  it 
was  an  ordinary  thing  among  them  to  assault  the 
clergy  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions,  and  that 
the  air  resounded  with  the  cries  of  kill  the  priests, 
kill  the  monks,  kill  the  magistrates,  and  that 
wherever  Vandermerk  or  Sonoi,  both  of  them 
lieutenants  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  carried  their 
arms,  they  uniformly  put  to  death,  in  cold  blood, 
all  the  priests  and  religious  they  could  lay  their 
hands  upon,  particularly  at  Oudenard,  Rure- 
mond,  Dort,  Middlebourg,  Delft  and  Shonoven, 
(see  de  Brandt,  Patinson,  Feller,  &c.) 
:o: 

ERRATA. — On  page  22,  bottom  line,  omit  the  word* 
"in  such  a  manner." 

On  page  62,  lines  14  and  15,  strike  out  the  words  "  hav- 
ing considered  their  authors  as  orthodox,"  and  after 
«  they,"  in  line  15,  insert  "  the  Eutychians." 
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